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then be present to voice her opinion on
the Assembly's reasons for not agreeing to
the Council's amendment.

The Ron, L. A. LOGAN: I am quite
happy to do that. The reason why I
carried on with the consideration of the
message from the Legislative Assembly
was because I received information from
another place that some Labor members
were of the opinion that the Councl's
amendments should not be accepted. Hav-
ing obtained that information. I decided to
go on with the consideration of the
Assembly's message despite the fact that
Mrs. Hutchison was absent from the
Chamber. However, if Mr. Willesee is
anxious that the consideration of the mes-
sage should be postponed, I am quite pre-
pared to report progress.

The CHAIRMAN (The Hon. W, R.
Hall): I point out to the Minister that
amendment N14o. 1 has not been insisted
on by the Committee, and that the second
amendment is merely consequential on the
first.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: That is so, Mr.
Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN (The Hon. W. R.
Hall): If the Minister so desires he can
move that further consideration of the
Assembly's message be postponed.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: In deference to
what Mr. Willesee has said, I am prepared
to report progress.

Progress reported, and leave granted to
sit again.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland-
Minister for Local Government) [12.43
a.in.J: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The passing of this Bill wvill empower
the Fremantle Harbour Trust to borrow
money outside of the State Treasury for
construction works of a. capital nature.
The trust at present receives an allocation
of loan money from the Treasury each
year: but, as with money for other State
instrumentalities, the amount of funds
wvhieh arc made available annually are
not sufficient to meet the rate of develop-
ment desired by the commissioners of the
trust.

This Bill will in no way prevent the
trust from applying for and continuing to
receive normal loan allocations. As an
indication of the trust's expanding needs,
I might add that this instrumentality's
works programme over the past four
Years was based on an expenditure of
£4,018,000, towards which the Treasury
was able to allocate by way of loan moneys
no more than £2,390,000.

The principal works requiring addi-
tional expenditure of capital funds are.
first and foremost, the new passenger
terminal now under construction, and
which incidently is expected to rank
amongst the world's best: quay cranes
and hoppers; up-river extensions, of the
harbour; dredging and bell-mouthing at
the harbour entrance; and the erection of
new offices.

The borrowing powers which the Gov-
ermnent has in mind for the trust are
Identical with those at present available to
the State Electricity Commission.

As is well known, the State Electricity
Commission has a very fine record in the
matter of fund raising by way of special
loans, and it is hoped with the passing
of this measure the Freman tie Harbour
Trust may be able to take advantage like-
wise of semi-governmental borrowing
facilities in the State and thus be
enabled to implement more effectively
its developmental programme.

On motion by The Hon. R, Thompson,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. A. F. GRIEFFITH (Subur-
ban-Minister for Mines): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.30 p.m. today.

Question Put and Passed.

House adjourned at 12.47 a.m.
(ThLursdaTy).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
SWAN COTTAGE HOMIES

Site, and Principals of Organisation
1.Mr. JAMIESON asked the Premier:

(1) Has the Government finalised an
agreement with Swan Cottage
Homes Foundation for the supply
of eight acres of land at Bentley
for their building project?

(2) If so, who are the principals of
this organisation who have negot-
iated with the Government?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) The honourable member was ad-

vised by the Minister for Lands on
the 9th November of the position
regarding the application by Swan
Cottage Homes for an area of land
on which to erect cottage homes
for the aged. The final agree-
ment will be considered when
plans and specifications approved
by the local authority have been
submitted.

(2) The board of management as ad-
vised to the Minister for Lands
comprises:-

IR. Cleaver, M.P., Chairman.
H. Hawthorn, Counclillor, Perth

City Council, Deputy Chair-
man.

Colin Lee, Secretary.
Members: The Hon. A. F.

Griffith, M.L.C.; Dr. A. F.
Whitter, Medical Practit-
ioner, Welshpool; W. Mc-
Grath, Councillor, South
Perth Council; A. M. Clay-
den, Belmont Road Board;
Miss M. Talbot, Single Unit
Flats Council: Mrs. I.
Major; Mrs. E. Graham:
Mr. D. Baggers.

COLLIE COAL
Cost of Marshall Report

32.2 Mr. MAY asked the Minister repre-
302 sen~tlng the Minister for Mines:

What was the total cost, including
3088 expenses incurred in connection

308 with the report submitted by Mr.
C. W. Marshall, to the Govern-
ment in regard to the open-cut
potential of the Muja Horizon-

Sm Muja Depression?
3104n

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1960-1961-
Committee of Supply-

Votes and Items discussed... .

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL ... .. .. ..

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
The cost was £562 Is. 6d.

SLNGLE PENSIONERS' COTTAGES
8104 Erection in Metropolitan Area and

Country Districts

3118

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
P.m., and read prayers.

3. Mr. HALL asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) Has the State Housing Commis-

sion built any single pensioners'
cottages in the metropolitan area,
either with or without Common-
wealth assistance?
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(2) Has the State Housing Commuis- WATER RATES
sion erected any single pensioners'
cottages in country towns? -

(3) If so, how many have been erec-
ted, and in what towns were they
erected?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) No.
(3) Answered by Nos. (1) and (2).

COLLIE HOUSING
State Rental and Purchase Hoines

4. Mr. MAY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Housing:
(1) How many State Housing Com-

mission homes, under the rental
system, are at Collie?

(2) How many State Housing Com-
mission homes under the purchase
system are in Collie?

War Service Homes under
Mortgage

(3) How many war service homes are
there in Collie under mortgage
arrangements at the present time?

Mr. ROSS HU'TCHINSON replied:
(1) 375.
(2) 169.
(3) 127.

CAUSEWAY APPROACHES
Alterations at Eastern End

5. Mr. ANDREW asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Does -his department know of any

proposals to make alterations to
the approaches at the eastern end
of the Causeway?

(2) If so, what are the suggested pro-
posals?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
(1) There are at present no firm pro-

posals, but the growth of traffic
is being watched.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

NEW SCHOOLS
Areas Reserved

6. Mr. ANDREW asked the Minister for
Education:

What are the areas proposed to be
reserved in the future for-
(a) new primary schools;
(b) new high schools?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(a) A minimum of . ten acres for

primary schools that are likely to
grow in size, but for one or two-
teacher schools smaller areas are
used.

(b) Minimum of twenty acres.

Assessment Under "Pay-as-you-use"
Scheme

'7. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Wa ter Supplies:

If, and when, the "pay-as-YOU-
use" system of water rating is in-
troduced, what method will be
used to assess charges against
consumers whose meters have
stopped registering?

Mr. WILD replied:
In these circumstances an esti-
mate of the consumption would
be prepared in the manner pro-
vided in By-law No. 289.

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
Appointment of Commissioners

8. Mr. TONKIN asked the Attorney-
General:

If in determining the "appropriate
time" for the appointment of
commissioners under section 12 of
the Electoral Districts Act the
Government leaves insufficient
time for the commissioners
properly to discharge their duties
under the Act, would the Govern-
ment be giving the right advice
to the Governor with regard to
the appointment of the commis-
sioners?

Mr. WATTS replied:
Whatever advice is given to His
Excellency the Governor, it will
be what the Government con-
siders to be the right advice.

INDUSTRIAL GAZETTE
Delay in Pub lication

9. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Can he state when the September

issue of The Industrial Gazette
will be available to the general
public?

(2) Is it a fact that The Industrial
Gazette for the March and June
quarters are not yet available?

(3) Can he state reasons
hold-up in production
Industrial Gazette?

Mr. PERKINS replied:

for the
of The

(1) No.
(2) The March issue is with the Gov-

ernment Printer and material for
the June issue is almost ready to
forward to the Government
Printer. The edition is only wait-
ing for certain pulls from the
March issue to complete it.

(3) The hold-up was mainly owing
to the absence through ill-health
for a long period, and the subse-
quent death of the previous In-
dustrial Registrar, combined with
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the fact that most awards and in-
dustrial agreements were varied
during the early part of this year
to comply with the 28 per cent.
increase in margins principle, and
this caused considerable delay in
the preparation of the gazettes by
the editor.

MIDLAND JUNCTION MARSHALLING
YARDS

Extension

10. Mr. BRADY asked the minister for
Railways:
(1) Are any plans being prepared for

the widening and extending of the
marshalling yards at Midland
Junction to cope with the e x-
panding amount of rail service?

(2) Can he say when the proposed
plans (if any) will be put into
effect?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by No. (1).

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Improved Provision for Pedestrian

Traffic

11. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:

Are any plans being prepared to
improve the ingress and egress of
pedestrian traffic to the Midland
Junction Railway Workshops?

Mr. COURT replied:
Plans for Improvement have not
been finalised. The matter was
discussed on the site between the
honourable member and railway
officers some months ago and the
understanding was that the
honourable member intended to
discuss the matter with the work-
shops committee before definite
proposals were dealt with. The
department will approach the
honourable member on the out-
come of his discussions.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
industrial Rates in Australian States

12. Mr. BURT asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) What is the average cost of a unit

of electricity supplied to an in-
dustrial concern using over 500,000
units per month, in the following
States:-

Queensland
New South Wales
Victoria
South Australia
Western Australia?

Use of Oven-Cut Coal
(2) Is open-cut coal used as fuel to

generate electricity in any of the
above States?

Mr. WATTS replied:
(1) Because of the complexity of

Eastern States electricity rates, av
numnbet of assumptions have been.
made to obtain the costs as fol-
lows: -

Assumptions-
(a) The industry is. located in the

capital city of each State.
(b) The total monthly consump-

tion, 500,000 units.
(c) 2 per cent, of the consump-

tion used for lighting.
(d) 25 per cent. of the consump-

tion used between 11.0 p.m.
and 7.0 am.

(e) No significant amount of
hot water used.

(f) Supply metered at high volt-
age.

(g) Consumer owns the trans-
formers.

(h) Monthly load factor 50 per
cent.

(i) Annual load factor 50 per
cent.

(Q) Power factor at peak load 80
per cent.

(kc) No metal melting in the in-
dustry.

(1) No significant amount of elec-
tricity used for air condition-
ing.

Average Cost Per Unit-
Pence Per

unit
Queensland ... .. 1.54
South Australia ... 1.90
Victoria .... ... 1.94
Western Australia .. 2.07
New South Wales _ 2.11

(2) Open-cut coal is used for power
generation as follows:-

Queensland-small proportion.
New South Wales-if any, small

proportion.
Victoria-large proportion.
South Australia-large propor-

tion.
Western Australia-nil.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

FIMIGRATION TO WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Copies of Discouraging Circular
M.I'r. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Lands:

The member for Murray and I, on
separate occasions this morning.
saw huge amounts of smoke com-
ing out of the chimney attached
to the building of the Lands De-
partment. Could the Minister
tell us whether this was caused by

3063
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the burning of a large number of
copies of a circular which was
handed to him yesterday by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
I have no knowledge of any smoke
coming from the building of the
Lands Department. Following the
question asked by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Yester-
day, I instructed that an investi-
gation be made into the matter
forthwith, Prior to leaving for
lunch today I was advised that a
thorough search of the depart-
ment had not revealed the exist-
ence of any other copies of the
circular letter referred to, and
which is now in my possession. It
has been out of circulation for
some time: the exact date of its
Publication is not known; and I
have instructed that a copy of
every circular in the department
be submitted to me for perusal, in
order that I might be quite sure
that none conflicts with Govern-
ment policy.
I have here the letter entrusted to
my care by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition. As he is not in
his seat, and as I promised to re-
turn it to him, I shall hand it to
the Leader of the Opposition if he
is prepared to accept its custody.

Mr. Hawke: On behalf of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition I express
ray grateful thanks to the Minis-
ter. I shall guard this document
with my life until it is handed
over to my deputy.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
Retrospectivity of Silicosis Provision

2. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Has the Minister in the interven-

ing time since the Workers' Com-
pensation Act Amendment Bill was
last discussed in this House given
any further consideration to the
acceptance of an amendment.
either at a recommittal stage of
the Bill in this House or in an-
other place, in relation to making
the silicosis provision retrospective
-even though for a limited time?

(2) Could the Minister indicate
whether he would be prepared to
accept an amendment in relation
to this clause giving it retrospec -
tivity, with no mention being
made of death, and thus excluding
people who are dependants of de-
ceased workers who were disabled?

Mr. PERKINS replied:
I do not know that it is parlia-
mentary practice to answer such a
question. I am not disposed to
accept such an amendment.

SINGLE PENSIONERS' COTTAGES
Erection in Metro politan Area and

Country Districts
3.. Mr. HALL asked the Chief Secretary:

Appertaining to Question No. 3
on today's notice paper relating
to single pensioners, will the Min-
ister give an undertaking that he
will raise this matter with the
Minister for Housing on behalf
of the single pensioners in this
state?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
I suggest that the 'honourable
member could raise this matter
with the Minister for Mines
directly, rather than do it
through me.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Third Reading
On motion by Mr. Wild (Minister for

Works), Bill read a third time, and trans-
mitted to the Council.

AGRICULTURE PROTECTION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT

BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
ber.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yiigarn) [2.46]:
This small Bill deals mainly with the re-
constitution of the Agriculture Protection
Board, and has as its aim the appointment
of a more appropriate board than the
one which has operated in the past. In
referring to an appropriate board, I do
not mean by any stretch of the imagina-
tion to cast any aspersions on the officers
who have served on the board in the past,
and who at all times have been of great
assistance in arriving at determinations
which the board had to make.

I do feel that much valuable time of
those officers could be saved by their not
being permanent members of the board.
as at all times they know they would be
at the call of the board when required.
Undoubtedly their services can be more
gainfully utilised in that manner. Of
course, the board will not lose anything
by a change in the personnel, as proposed.

The new board will comprise the Director
of Agriculture, the Chief Vermin Control
Officer, two representatives of the agri-
cultural industry, one representative of
the pastoral industry, and five members
of the Road Board Association. I consider
the composition of the board is slightly
loaded in favour of the Road Board Asso-
ciation, in that five members are to repre-
sent that association on the board. I wm
aware that under the Bill the territory
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which these five members will be called
upon to represent is zoned. Undoubtedly,
the territory which each of them will re-
present is quite considerable.

As the emphasis must, at all times, be
placed on problems of noxious wveeds and
vermin within the department I suppose
it is only natural that these road board
representatives would come into more
direct contact with such problems than
the other members of the board. I think
the composition as proposed should meet
the requirements.

However, a matter relating to the con-
stitution of the new board has been
brought to my notice. Several of the
primary-producing sections within much
closer proximity to Perth than the districts
covered by the Road Hoard Association,
are practically unrepresented. It may be
advisable to widen the representation of
that board a little-more so than is
at present contemplated. Sections with
no direct representation that have been
brought to my notice comprise orchard-
ists: vignerons, who have plenty of prob-
lems; vegetable growers; and a horde of
about 80.000 people who are backyard
gardeners. The latter group represent a
big section of those who come under the
Agriculture Protection Hoard, and from
that source stem a lot of difficulties and
troubles which are associated with care-
lessness. It is also on account of this
group that vermin are given a great op-
portunity to increase in number and create
considerable difficulties.

It is realised that the Agriculture Pro-
tection Board has only a limited amount
of finance with which to deal with the
problems that come before it; and it does
not take much imagination for one to
realise that these people cannot be fully
policed during the height of the fruit
season. An inspector has called on me
and pointed out that some of the loquats
in my trees were infested. I would not
have known this if the inspector had not
come and told me. I realise that the work
of these inspectors is of such a wide and
varied character and of such volume that
there is only a remote chance that they
would call on the group of people I pre-
viously mentioned and find pests in the
trees. In my own case the pest was fruit
fly, which is quite capable of being easily
spread.

I think the Minister could easily give
some consideration to the possibility of
having four representatives of the Road
Board Association as members of the
Agriculture Protection Board and appoint
one other representing the miscellaneous
sections. The difficulties that would come
within the purview of the Road Board As-
sociation would be parallel. They would
be the troubles of one district as against
those of another, although there are a few
exceptions where perhaps grasshoppers are
prevalent in one part and not in another.

In that case there would be a divergence
of duty. However, four members of the
Road Hoard Association could adequately
deal with cases like that.

I wol like the Minister to give con-
sideration to appointing one representa-
tive from the miscellaneous section which
I have enumerated. There are also other
sections that could be represented by that
member. I offer that suggestion as I knowv
the Minister will be asked to make an al-
teration along similar lines. Therefore, I
think he would do well to have a. look at
the set-up which is proposed in the
measure.

Another anomaly that is being corrected
by this measure is iu regard to the appoint-
ment of the Director of Agriculture as
chairman of the board. I had always
looked upon the Director of Agriculture as
the chairman of the board, as he was the
obvious choice; and I think his omission
must have been an oversight. It is hard
to understand how the Act ever passed in
that form. It is absolutely necessary to
correct that anomaly. This measure will
also make absolute whatever actions have
been taken by the board in the past.

I have no complaints to make about the
Bill; and with the exception of the small
recommendation I made to the Minister,
I support the second reading,

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [2.561: I
support the remarks of the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn. Actually the Bill
amends only one section of the Act. That
section is being rewritten to great advan-
tage, bearing in mind the old constitution
of the board-and I am not reflecting in
any way on the present membership of the
board. At present there are five depart-
mental officers; one person representing
the Pastoral industry; one Person repres-
enting the agricultural industry: and two
persons representing local authorities. Ad-
mittedly, that is quite a comprehensive
representation, but it is not nearly as corn-
prehensive as that set out in the Bill.

In this measure there is a wide repre-
sentation for local governing bodies from
all over the State. 'That being the case,
these local authorities will be able to bring
to the notice of the board the various types
of vermin and vermin troubles which they
have in their respective areas. However.
like the member for Merredin-Yilgarn. I
consider that one important section of the
agricultural population in the State has
been overlooked. I suggest to the Minister
that Perhaps when this Bill goes to another
place it could be appropriately amended.

I notice that the Hill provides for two
persons to be selected from a panel of five
names submitted by the Farmers' Union.
I think that organisation could be repre-
sented by one person and the other person
could be representative of the vignerons,
orchardists, and market gardeners, because
this Act covers a multitude of Acts which
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come under the administration of the should be concerned. Under this Bill
Agriculture Protection Hoard which repre-
sents all sections of agriculture. ThIe
board's administration even covers an Act
which was passed in 1893. That was pro-
bably the first Act relating to vermin to
be passed, although it is not actually
classed at such. So far as I can ascertain,
in all those years that Act has never been
amended. I refer to the Destructive Birds
and Animals Act, the passing of which wvas
probably the beginning of our Vermin Act.
It is an Act which is still used to control
vermin; and I refer to the Ceylon crow,
sparrows, and so on.

Therefore we find that the administra-
tion of the Agriculture Protection Board
covers practically every type of vermin,
whether it be animals, birds, or insects.
The board is also responsible for the eradi-
cation and control of noxious weeds. That
being the case, every type of primary pro-
ducer should have some representation on
it. If a representative of the intense cul-
ture side of the agricultural industry is
included in clause 4 of the Bill, the com-
Position of the board will be more compre-
hensive in its representation. As agricul-
ture develops in this State insect pests are
increasing; and there are more vermin over
practically the whole of the State. Noxious
wveeds are spreading, but great care is
being taken in their eradication and con-
trol. Weeds which, say, five or six years
ago were not considered as noxious, have
become so prolific that they are regarded
as pests.

So throughout the agricultural districts
today the hazards of vermin and noxious
weeds are multiplying, and by diversifying
the board as is intended under this Bill.
the Agriculture Protection Board will be
given a far wider vision of the State's
requirements and it will then be able to
disburse its funds to the best advantage
of the State and the agricultural areas.
I support the second reading.

MR. NALDER (Satanning-Miister for
Agriculture-in reply) [3.1]: I am pleased
that this measure has received the support
of members of the Opposition. Its intro-
duction was for the purpose of improving
the scope of the activities of the board in
order that better advantage might be taken
of the funds available.

As mentioned by the member for Gas-
coyne, no criticism is being levelled at the
present board for the work it has achieved.
As a matter of fact, everyone will agree
that the board was constituted without
any previous experience, and it is com-
mendable that it has done such a good
job in all Parts of the State with the
limited finance available.

However, it is felt that some of the
responsibility-and I would emphasise that.
and say a greater amount of responsibility
-should be taken by the local authorities
which are, after all, those bodies which

opportunity is given to the local authorities
to accept more responsibility in the activi-
ties of this important board.

We have only to cast our minds back
over a number of years to appreciate the
changes which have taken place in this
State. I do not think any member will
forget that only a few years ago the
rabbit problem was very prevalent in this
State; but we all agree that the decrease
which has taken Place in the number of
rabbits is so great that they have almost
been eliminated.

We have had proof, since their destruc-
tion, of the tremendous amount of damage
they did to our farming districts. This is
realised when we are made aware of the
fact that the stock population has in-
creased; and that an increased amount of
wool has been produced and an increased
number of cattle and sheep raised. This
is proof that the scourge of the rabbit is
now a thing of the Past. However, we do
not forget the ravages it caused and are
appreciative of the work that has been
done in this direction.

In answer to the points which have been
raised, I suggest that we accept the posi-
tion as it is. because I am sure that this
measure will cover them. It has been my
wish that as far as Possible, every part of
this State shall be represented on this
board; but, at the same time, we do not
wvant to increase the number on the board.
because it would become too big and un-
wieldy. In addition, the cost of the opera-
tions of the board would reach a stage
where possibly it would far outweigh the
advantages which would accrue. There-
fore the idea is to keep the number of
representatives on the board down as much
as possible; but, at the same time, to gain
the greatest representation.

The Government's representation has
been reduced to three, and the represen-
tation of the country has been increased by
that number. As members will appreciate,
the manner in which the representatives
are appointed to the board has a special
significance. It will be noted that the
representatives of the pastoral area will be
chosen from a panel of three names; and
the same will apply to the road boards'
representatives. The reason is that we do
not want two people from the one area.
The names will be submitted and the Min-
ister will be able to choose one represent-
tive from each particular area. The same
applies exactly to the representatives of
the Farmers' Union and the three rep-
resentatives of the Road Board Association
which represent the other areas in schedule
three of the Bill.

The local government associations' rep-
resentatives will be chosen from a Panel of
six names, the farmers' representatives
being chosen from a panel of five names.
The intention is, as I have stated, to have
representatives of the board from every
part of the State.
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Both members who spoke to this Bill
stated that the area very close to the
metropolitan district will not be represen-
ted; and the member for Merredin-Yilgarn
mentioned the matter of the fruit fly. The
fruit fly is definitely under the control of
the Department of Agriculture, through its
horticultural division; and that activity, of
course, does not come under the control of
the Agriculture Protection Board. I also
draw attention to the fact that there is an
Argentine Ant Control Committee which is
directly interested in the control of Argen-
tine ants. Therefore, those aspects are
definitely being attended to. We can rest
assured that because the Department of
Agriculture is actively engaged In horticul-
tural matters and the control of insect
pests, the situation is well and truly being
taken care of.

The activity of the Agriculture Protec-
tion Board is to control vermin and nox-
ious weeds; and I feel sure that the
proposed representation under this new
legislation will ensure that the whole of
the State will be under the eye of the
board. I look forward with a great deal
of enthusiasm and anticipation to the
appointment of this board to deal very
effectively with the problems associated
with noxious weeds and vermin.

The problem of grasshoppers, mentioned
by the member for Merredin-Yilgarn, is
being considered by the board1 and every
step is being taken to control the spread
of the insect. With the co-operation of
the farmers and the local authorities in
the area, I feel sure that that problem will
be kept under the vigilant eye of the
Agriculture Protection Board. It is quite
possible that from the panel of names sub-
mitted by the Farmers' Union an appoint-
ment could be made to the board, of people
from that area; and there could even be
an appointment from a district close to the
metropolitan area. There are quite a num-
ber of branches of the Farmers' Union
actively operating within 20 to 25 miles of
the metropolitan area, and even less. it
will be my endeavour, if it is at all possible.
to see that the representation will cover
all parts of the State.

I urge the H-ouse to pass this legislation.
We will give it a trial; and if it is felt that
there are some worthwhile suggestions that
will help to improve the activities of the
board, I will give serious consideration to
them next session.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Rob-

erts) in the Chair; Mr. Nalder (Minister
for Agriculture) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3-Section 5 repealed and re-

enacted:
Mr. NORTON: I would like to point out

to the Minister that in submitting my
recommendation that one of the board
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members to be selected from the Farmers'
Union panel should represent the market
gardeners and vignerons I did not do so
for the purpose of increasing the members
on the board, but to give diversified repre-
sentation.

Pastoralists have to meet the problem of
the large type of vermin; namely:, foxes,
dingoes, emus, and-in some places-
donkeys. They are faced with a certain
number of noxious weeds, too, but not to
any great extent. A close watch is kept
around the Kalgoorlie area.

In the farming area the type of vermin
is smaller. I refer to rabbits, grasshop-
pers9, and the smaller insects. Here we
have a different type of representation
from the pastoral representation. Noxious
weeds are of a slightly different variety;
and, again, there is representation of the
farming areas.

We then come to orchardists, vignerons,
and market gardeners. The main vermin,
from their point of view, are the rabbit;,
the grasshopper; the Argentine ant-the
latter is more or less extinct at the present
time; the fruit fly; and other pests which
may appear from time to time. Noxious
weeds come into a different section.

That is the reason for my recommenda-
tion that one of the Farmers' Union
nominees be delegated as a representative
of the orchardists, vignerons, and market
gardeners. I think it is a reasonable re-
quest the granting of which would mean
there would be better representation on
the hoard.

Mr. NALDER: The point made by the
member for Gascoyne is not as easy to
deal with as, on first thought, it might
appear to be. The problem with which
the Government was faced in bringing
about this representation was not an easy
one. The legal aspect had to be very clear
concerning the authorities or organisations
that would be represented. It had been
suggested earlier that some of the road
board representatives should be represented
through the various wards. But It was
found that the wards, in themselves, were
not authoities; they were part of the Road
Board Association. The fact that the
honourable member suggests we have a
representative from the nearer metropoli-
tan area representing the Fruit Growers'
Association, the Vegetable Growers' Asso-
clation, and so on, would-

Mr. Norton: It is a wide area.
Mr. NAIIDER: I am hoping that either

the Farmers' Union representative or one
of the persons on the Road Board Associa-
tion panel of names will be appointed from
the Albany area. It is an improvement on
what we had previously. We had two local
authorities' representatives and two
Farmers' Union representatives, and that
was only brought about by a recent amend-
ment. There was only one Farmers' Union
representative previously and one repre-
senting the pastoral area.
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As I said during the second reading de- the Road Board Association-they are. in-
bate two of the representatives selected
from the Flarmers' Union panel of five
could quite easily represent the nearer
metropolitan area. It is intended by the
Bill that there should be as wide a repre-
sentation as possible. The member for
Merredin-Yilgarn suggested that possibly
one of the representatives should represent
the market gardeners, the vignerons, the
vegetable growers, and others, around the
metropolitan area. I would say that these
other representatives would cover the other
areas of the State which the member for
Gascoyne has in mind. If we try to
alter the position we will not improve it,
and I would urge the House to accept the
Bill in its present form.

Mr. KELLY: I feel the Minister could
give a little more attention to the request
we are making in this regard. The mem-
ber for Gascoyne has suggested that one
of two members of the Farmers' Union
should be delegated to some of the work
he had in mind. I feel that the Farmers'
Union. a State-wide organisation, has
little representation of a general charac-
ter in having only two members. The
Minister said it had not always had two.
I think it is a very necessary precaution
that the Farmers' Union should be rep-
resented by at least two members. I am
concerned at the possibility of an out-of-
balance type of committee. The Minister
has more or less indicated that he Is not
prepared to give this matter further
thought. I think that is wrong. We now
have five representatives of the Road
Board Association where Previously there
were three. That' number was ample.

Mr. Nalder: It had two previously.

Mr. KELLY: Those analogies do not
carry very much weight. I think
that with this proposal the board will be
out of balance. One of the important men
who has been dispensed with is the en-
tomologist.

.Mr. Nalder: Each of these officers will
be available to advise the board on any
problem.

Mr. KELLY: I am well aware of that
as I said previously. However, I suppose
it was difficult to differentiate and decide
who should be taken off the board. I
realise, as I said, that the Government has
at its beck and call the knowledge that
these men have; and I think that is a good
idea. It would not have made any differ-
ence to the functioning of the board which
officers were dispensed with.

My main point is that there is a section
which is not represented in a direct sense.
I do not altogether agree with the mem-
ber for Qascoyne in wanting to put on to
the Farmers' Union any more than it
already has. I think its sphere, to a large
extent, would be cutting across the spheres
of the local governing authorities through

terrelated. But some people in the out-
lying parts, such as Geraldton and Albany,
will have no direct representation. Yet the
Minister has overloaded the board with
five members from the Road Board As-
sociation.

Mr. Nalder: Those people will be repre-
sented by the local authorities.

Mr. KELLY: But they are not repre-
sented in a direct sense. Four or five in-
terests will be left out on a limb because
they will have no direct representation. I
think the Minister could give more atten-
tion to the requests that have been placed
before him. We are entirely in agreement
with regard to the reconstitution of the
board, perhaps with the reservation that
the Farmers' Union could have an extra
representative instead of the Road Hoard
Association having five.

Mr. Lewis: What is your chief concern
with regard to the representation?

Mr. KELLY: Take the vignerons. Their
problems are entirely different, but they
have no direct representation. The same
applies to the orchardists, and a lot of
other people. The backyard gardeners,
who are the cause of most of the difficul-
ties with which the board has to contend.
are not represented in a direct sense. I
know that the money available to the board
is limited, and it is doing a marvellous job
in makingZ it go as far as it does; but there
should be a more intelligent approach to
this matter.

Mr. Lewis: What would be their main
problem? Vermin?

Mr. KELLY: Yes; all different types of
vermin which do not appear in the wheat-
growing areas.

Mr. Brand: Surely the representatives of
the Road Board Association would repre-
sent those people? Many of them would
probably be farmers in the areas con-
cerned.

Mr. KELLY: That is quite likely.
Mr. Brand: You could not have better

representation than that.
Mr. KELLY: The association is repre-

sented by five members out of a board of
10.

Mr. Brand: That gives a wide coverage.
Mr. KELLY: I do not think there is

direct representation covering all sections.
I think the board should be better bal-
anced; this Bill will throw it out of
balance.

Mr. OWEN: I did not want to buy into
an argument-

Mr. May: It is free; you don't have to
buy into it.

Mr. OWEN: -but I would like to cor-
rect an impression that seems to be abroad
regarding the fruitgrowers, market gard-
eners, etc. We are dealing with the Agri-
culture Protection Board, which covers
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noxious weeds and vermin. I do not think
the fruitgrowers have any ambition to be
represented on the board as fruitgrowers;
because probably rabbits and black cocka-
toos would be the only vermin with which
they have to contend. Fruit fly and other
pests which worry the vignerons and mar-
ket gardeners have been mentioned:, but
those pests come under separate Acts.
They are controlled by the Plant Diseases
Act, uinder a separate organisation alto-
gether. Fruit flies are not vermin.

I think the Bill will give a good repre-
sentation, provided the nominees are
selected to cover the various phases of
agriculture in the areas mentioned. Pos-
sibly, the Farmers' 'Union would have a
representative from the south-west on
the board which would deal with cocka-
toos, rabbits, dingoes, and other vermin
which would be a particular nuisance to
wheatgrowers in that area, The fruit-
growers have definitely not expressed any
desire to serve on this board for the
purpose of bringing fruit fly under the Act.

Mr. NALDER: The point made by the
member for Darling Range is a good one
and supports the thought I endeavoured
to express. Another factor is that it is
essential that the widest representation*
should be given to the local authorities.
The reason is that the ratepayers in
each local authority area are contribut-
ing towards the control of vermin by the
payment of vermin tax. The object, of
course, is to get local authority represen-
tatives interested in the area which they
represent as board or council members so
that they can give their impressions to
the board through local authority meetings
as to where Cape tulip is bad, for instance,
or where rabbits are increasing in numbers.
They would then have direct representa-
tion on the board from that part of the
State.

The important factor is to have local
reports brought back to the Agriculture
Protection Board so that the problems
which are occurring in the various parts
of the State can be pinpointed. That Is
why the goldfields area was included in
the local authority representation. We are
constantly being informed that there is
the problem of noxious weeds, such as the
Bathurst burr, being imported from the
Eastern States. Therefore it is important
to have representation in an area which
is infested with such a noxious weed, so
that reports can be made from time to
time as to how the noxious weed is spread-
ing, or being controlled, and other points
of interest. I hope the Committee will
pass the measure as it is; and if there are
any weaknesses I can assure members of
the Committee I will be only too happy to
give consideration at a later stage to any
point raised.

Mr. NORTON: The remarks of the
member for Darling Range were a little
misleading because the Vermin Act, In it-
self. operates under the third schedule-
that is, so far as vermin are concerned-
and since 1938 there have been over 50

amendments to that schedule. If mem-
bers will look at page 6 of the Vermin Act
they will see under "Interpretations" this
provision which was inserted in 192 4-

Provided also that the interpreta-
tions of this Act in relation to any
insect mentioned in the Third Schedule
may be restricted by proclamation to
any district and confined to any por-
tion of the State..

So the Vermin Act definitely applies to
other Acts. Therefore the Agriculture
Protection Board could take precautionary
measures against insects if they appeared
to be becoming a plague. That is oane of
the reasons why I made the suggestion
that market gardeners and orchardists
should have representation on the board.

Mr. OWEN: The fruit fly has not yet
been declared under this Act, but no doubt
it could be. We are dealing with what
has happened and is happening. Another
point in regard to the activities of the
Agriculture Protection Board and repre-
sentation from the near metropolitan area
is that under the present set-up there is
a group inspectorial scheme in which seven
local governing bodies participate. The
representatives of those seven local autho-
rities, together with members of the
Agriculture Protection Board and depart-
mental inspectors, hold a conference two
or three times a year to discuss problems
and make suggestions to overcome various
vermin problems in any particular area.
That brings to the attention of the Agri-
culture Protection Board the needs of the
near metropolitan area.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 and 5 put and passed.
Title 1put and passed.

Report
Dill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

On motion by Mr. Nalder (Minister for
Agriculture), Bill read a third time, and
transmitted to the Council.

RAILWAYS (CUE-BIG BELL AND
OTHER RAILWAYS) DISCON-

TINUANCE BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
ber.

MR. WV. A. MANNING (Narrogin)
13.391: 'Under this Bill is included the

Boddington-Narrogin section of the
Haotbamn Valley railway line. This line Is
not like the others; because, at the time
it was built, it was not supposed to be a
branch line. Therefore it does not come
under the category of the other lines men-
tioned in the Bill. For the information
of members I would like to read some
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extracts from a speech made in 1914 by
the Minister for Works (The Hon. W. C.
Angwin) which appears on page 337 of
Vol. L of the 1914-15 Parliamentary De-
bates. The first extract reads as fol-
lows:-

At the present time Narrogin itself
is 102 miles from Perth, via Spencers
Brook, but by way of Dwarda it is
only 143 miles. It will thus be seen
that immediately this line is carried
through Narrogin as proposed there
will be a very large saving to the
farmers in the way of the distance
they will have to send their products
to the port.

Further on in his speech, quoting from a
report by Mr. Babington, Mr. Angwin
said-

But outside of parochial influences
this matter should be considered In a
more comprehensive manner. I think
it is to be duly recognised that at
some future time the traffic will war-
rant a trunk line being constructed
from Narrogin or Brookton to Arma-
dale, and this contingency must not
be lost sight of-

Further on in the same speech, on page
338, and more or less in conclusion, we
have the following:-

As I have already stated, this rail-
way is proposed for the express pur-
pose of Junctioning with the Great
Southern line, so as to bring the
farmers closer to the port.

Dealing with the same subject on the same
day, on page 339, Mr. E. B. Johnston, the
member for Narrogin at that time, Said-

Narrogin is distant 174 miles from
Fremantle. via Spencers Brook, and
a little further from Albany. But

- when the Narrogin-Armadale railway
has been built, Narrogin will be distant
only 11'? miles from Fremantle, which
is geographically the natural port for
the Narrogin and Wickepin districts.
That will be the position so soon as
those districts obtain the direct access
which I am now advocating, to Fre-
mantle by that natural and proper
route. In regard to the section of this
railway which is now being con-
structed, from Dwarda to Narrogin, I
wish to point out that the section saves
33 miles of freight to all the producers
in the Narrogin district, and in the
districts South and east of Narrogin,
in reaching the port of Fremantle.
Fremantle, when the Narrogin-Dwarda
line has been built, will be 141 miles
by rail from Narrogin, as compared
with 174 miles by rail today.

I would like to quote just one more extract
from Mr. Johnston's speech. It Is as
follows: -

The freight is waiting in the dis-
trict; and, besides, the railway will
receive a large amount of through
traffic to and from stations south of

Narrogin. In these circumstances it
may be confidently expected that the
railway will pay well from the very
start. For my own part, however, I
repeat I look upon it merely as part
of the larger scheme, as part of the
Narrogin-Armadale railway; and I am
glad to see that this view is shared
by the Government, who propose to
spend £87,000 on the construction of
those 36 miles of line. That is to say
the Government, as already pointed
out by the Minister for works, intend
to build...

and this is the point I would like to
eniphasise-

I . . a heavy line, with heavy rails,
on easy grades-a railway that will
indeed be part of the great trunk
railway from Narrogin to Armadale.
and capable of carrying heavy engines.

It will be seen that that line departed
entirely from its original purpose. One
reason why it did so was that by the time
the line was constructed they forgot all
about heavy lines and easy grades, and
put down the lightest possible lines with
poor curves and steep grades. So It was
not a line that was capable of carrying
heavy engines at all. Accordingly it did
not fulfil its purpose of saving the distance
from the great southern to the port.

Mr. Rowberry: Have you ever travelled
on that line?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Yes; I have.
And there is nothing wrong with it from
the Point of view of travel provided one
has plenty of time! I travelled on it
merely for the sensation of travelling on a
slow train-it travelled at about 10 miles
an hour.

Mr. Owen: Did you hug the curves?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I did not stop to

pick wildflowers. I would point out that
the original intention of this line is worth
consideration at this time. I notice that
none of these railways will be closed until
the applicable section is proclaimed. The
reason I raise that point is that in the
forecasted plan for the standardisation of
the railway gauge it is proposed to shift
the Point of contact between the great
southern and the eastern line from Spen-
cers Brook to East Northam, which will
further accentuate the great anomaly that
exists at the moment of travelling a long
way to the port and to the city.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.6 p.m.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Before the sus-
pension I was pointing out the possible
changes in the future.

Mr. Moir drew attention to the state of
the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have only a
few more words to say to complete my re-
marks on this measure. My remarks arose
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because of the fact that planning of the
Railways Dlepartment to cater for events
in the future might make it advisable to
examine the situation of the Hotham Valley
line between Boddington and Narrogin, in
order that greater use might be made of
it, as was intended when the line was
originally laid.

I pointed out that the disuse of the line,
and the fact that no great demand was
created to keep it open, suggested that it
was not used for the purposes for which
it was built. Some attention should be
given to that point before this section is
proclaimed, so that whatever work has
been done there might be made use Of in
the construction of a substantial line, in
order to reduce the distance by rail be-
tween all the great southern area and the
port.

The Minister for Railways is perfectly
conscious at the present time of the wast-
age in respect of freight rates, as a result
of the long distance to be covered, from
Narrogin southwards. That Is simply be-
cause the line traverses almost a semicircle
to reach the port. As was originally in-
tended, this line would reduce the distance
by 30 to 40 miles, or a saiing of about
35 per cent. of the distance to be covered.
If the saving were 5 per cent, or 10 per
cent. I would not be speaking at this
moment; but when it is 35 per cent. in
respect of journeys which are undertaken
for years on end from the great southern
part of the State, the matter is worthy of
consideration. I bring it to the notice of
the House. I know the Minister will be
interested in this particular Point.

MR. NULSEN (Eyre) (4.101: This Bill
does not affect my electorate, but I am
looking at the matter from the point of
view of the future of the State. What the
measure proposes is a defeatist move and
a retrograde step. When about 842 miles
of our railway services were suspended,
and the measure was before Parliament,
the Country Party was unanimous in not
agreeing to the suspension. I do not know
what has happened since. Members of
that party are now agreeing to the discon-
tinuance.

Mr. W. A. Manning: Subject to an in-
quiry.

Mr. NUIEEN: Nothing was said about
inquiries.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I know, because I
was In the House.

Mr. NULSEN: The honourable member
has a bad memory. We now have a dis-
continuance Bill before us and the Country
Party is agreeing to it. Had the Liberal
Party voted with the Country Party when
the previous suspending measure was be-
fore Parliament, this Bill would not be
here now-the previous measure would
have been thrown out. I always oppose

the suspending of railway services. How-
ever, I must agree with the majority, and
must respect the majority, whether it com-
prises members on my side of the House or
not. I take it, Mr. Speaker, that this Is a
non-political Bill. It is a Bill for the dlis-
continuance of certain railways in Western
Australia.

I wonder whether the Minister has given
any consideration to the future? Has he
thought of what progress might be made?
Even yesterday the member for Geraldton
suggested that road transport was more
modern and that the Meekatharra-Wiluna
line should be pulled up. Later on he said
that probably the Government would have
to build another line. If this State is going
to progress we must have mare railway
lines; otherwise the State will remain as it
is at present. We have had wonderful
progress in Western Australia over the
years. I noticed in the paper only
this morning that exports over imports
for Western Australia were valued at
£73,600,000. However, so far as the Com-
monwealth is concerned, imports over
exports were valued at £243,000,000!
Therefore it is easy to see the good work
that has been done for this State by the
primary producers.

I have always said, and will say so again,
that the farmers are the backbone of this
State. Our railways have nearly always
shown great deficits; but when it comes to
the progress of this State the railways have
yielded a handsome profit. We must re-
member that our railways spread far and
wide. Look at the development that has
taken place. We would not have had that
development but for the railways.

Without railway services there will be
little progress. If we pull up the railways
that are serving the country, we will be
confining our population to the metropoli-
tan area. At present we have 2,000 persons
per square mile in the metropolitan area;
but in the country, there is not half a per-
son to the square mile. Twenty years ago
the line between Esperance and Coolgardie
would have been pulled up, because there
was nothing there. I was in business in
Norseman and had to go to the mallee
country. No-one would look at Esperance.
Today no-one is thinking about pulling
up that railway line, because there is Pro-
gress in that area. Had we taken up the
railway line the incentive would have been
taken away from the people to go to those
areas.

The discontinuance of these railway ser-
vices is a retrograde step. The railway
System In this State has done a magnificent
job. Without it we would not have had
our progress in the goidmining industry.
In Western Australia we have produced
about 61,000,000 ozs. of gold, which repre-
sents a huge sum of money. We have not
as yet produced as much as Victoria, but
we are still producing 78.7 per cent. of the
gold produced in Australia. As the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie said last night when
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speaking about the Laverton line, the po-
tential is great, as the member for Murchi-
son could well tell the Government. In
that area there is water; and it is wonder-
ful country, It is only a matter of getting
the people there. At one time there was
a recommendation from the commissioners
that the rail service between Kalgoorlie
and Leonora be suspended.

I cannot see any sense at all in a holus-
bolus pulling up of the railways in this
State. Those railways cost a lot of money
to build: and in a few year's time it will
cost a lot more to reinstate them. I am
anticipating that in a year or two we will
-have to have another railway in the Esper-
ance area-a railway going along the coast
down as far as Albany. That will come.
Roads are not going to serve us in that
area. If roads are sufficient, why does
England have railways? Why do they have
railways in the United States of America
with its population of 180,000,000 and a
country that produces its own oil?

In this State we can produce coal, but
we are not using our own product. We are
importing oil, refining it, and using it up
on the roads. The reason for this is that
the motor industry and the oil industry are
looking after themselves. There is no
question about that. Representatives of
those industries have talked nicely to peo-
pie and told them they should be modern.
Wiluna has a potential that few people in
this State realise; and yet we are going to
pull up the line from Meekatharra to
Wiluna and make the people of Wiluna
take their goods to Meekatharra and put
them on the railway. They are not to be
allowed to bring their products from
Wiluna. to Perth or Fremantle. They still
hkve to use the railway system. Those
people are served only by a formed road,
and there are times in winter when they
will be isolated. The same thing applies
to Laverton.

I cannot understand the position at all.
It is beyond my comprehension. We should
look to the future. Surely we are not all
defeatists. Surely we do not want to put
the development of this State on the same
basis as that of running a shop so that a
profit will always be made. We have to
think of the future development of the
State. We must reflect on what the rail-
ways have done in the past.

If John Forrest, Phil Collier, and James
Mitchell were alive at present I wonder
what they would think of the position.
They were, I suppose, three of the mast
progressive leaders we have had up to
date; but I am not reflecting on others,
because they have not had the same oppor-
tunities. Here, of course, we have Sir Ross
McLarty, the member for Murray, who is
progressive: and also the Premier, who will
do his best. on this side of the House is
my l~ader, who is very progressive and has
done amarvellous job, which I will outline
in this Chamber next year before I retire.

Members will be astounded to learn of the
good he has done. However, I am not re-
flecting on anyone else.

If fair consideration were given to how
the railways have helped primary pro-
duction, no thought would be given to dis-
continuing them. It must be remembered
that more than 80 per cent. of Australia's
exports are produced in Western Australia
by primary Producers. Members will have
read in this morning's paper that our total
exports over imports amount to £73,600,000.
whereas in the Commonwealth the situa-
tion is reversed. Its imports exceed its
exports by £243,000,000. Despite this fact,
in Western Australia the railway lines are
being dismantled, thereby removing the
incentive for people to go into the country
to develop it.

Too much forgotten land exists in
Western Australia, and too many people
live in the metropolitan area. It cannot
be said that we have too many secondary
industries, because these are important;
but our first interest should be in primary
Production. Over 24 per cent, of the wheat
produced in Australia comes from Western
Australia, although we have only 7.2 per
cent. of the population. We also produce
over 10 per cent. of the sheep in Australia.
I could go on giving a lot of those per-
centages; and I care not about any argu-
int which anyone submits, because we
must hold this country.

We should encourage people to go into
the country; but by removing these rail-
way lines we are removing the means of
transport for the produce. We have the
impudence to say that we are going to
dispense with the railway line from Meeka-
tharra to Wiluna, but are not providing
any other road than that which exists.
We are not even giving the people a bitu-
men road. Despite this fact, whatever is
produced at Wiluna must be taken to
Meekatbarra to be transported by the rail-
Ways. Is that fair? Is it Just to the people
in the country? Those people live under
hard, adverse conditions in many instances,
and really only exist. A number have so
existed for many years. I can remember
that the farmners in the years 1928 to 1931
were starving, but they still stuck to their
land.

What happened in the malice country,
for instance? I think that an amount in
the vicinity of £750,000 was written off.
But that has not been lost, because the
people would not be there today hut for
the expenditure of that money, and at the
moment real wealth is being gained from
the country which was and is being devel-
oped.

We cannot afford to pull up our rail-
ways, although that action would be
Possible with a few isolated lines, such as
the one between Ravensthorpe and Hope-
toun. When I was Minister I suggested
that that line should be discontinued.
Then there is the line between Marble Bar
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and Port Hedland. Those lines are not
connected with the system, being only spur
lines; and therefore I have no objection
to their discontinuance. However, I do
have objection to the pulling up of lines
which are connected to the whole system
of the State, and I am quite sure the
Premier feels the same way. We must not
consider these things from the financial
aspect-in order that we might balance a
budget or a ledger.

Mr. Brand: I find it difficult to agree
with you, and at the same time accede to
all requests to provide road transport and
make the railways a paying proposition
within a reasonable margin.

Mr. NIJLSEN: It would not have been
necessary to introduce this Bill except for
the three railway commissioners. Excuse
my language, Mr. Speaker, but they made
a hell of a mess of things!I There is no
question about that. I do not think that
any other three persons, even if they camne
from Claremont asylum, could have made
a worse mess than did those commi s-
sioners. They did not waste tens of
thousands of pounds, or hundreds of
thousands of Pounds; they wasted millions
of pounds! Not only did they waste
millions of Pounds, but they destroyed the
morale of the employees in the railway
system. That is what they did: and
no-one can argue against it. This situa-
tion would never have arisen if the railway
system had continued under Commis-
sioner J. Ellis.

What can we expect if we Pull up the
whole of the railways and disregard the
development of this State? We will gain
a few Pounds financially but will still be
losing economically because of the lack of
expansion of primary industries. I am
very dissatisfied with the situation because
there is no saving at all. The railway
line between Meekatharra and Wiluna
would have cost a very small sum to
maintain even if a train were sent only
once a fortnight. The same applies to
the Malcoim-Laverton section. But what
happened? They have been discon-
tinued because of the recommendation of
the three commissioners, who were an
absolute failure. They made this recom-
mendation to vindicate themselves for their
maladministration.

I was very sorry for the chairman of
that commission (Mr. Hall), who had to
abide by the majority ruling. If Mr.
Hall had been left on his own I am sure
he would not have made such a mess of
the situation.
- We have taken the incentive away from
people to go to the country because we
have removed the means of transport for
their products. We have also told them
that if they are at the head of a line they
must take any produce to that line for
transport. They cannot take it right
through by road. That ultimatum will
cause a tremendous amount of harm to

the development of the State; and those
People who are battling so hard will lose
respect for the Government for what it
has done.

As I have said before, this Bill has been
introduced on the recommendation of the
three commissioners who endeavoured
to vindicate themselves for their Mal-
administration. Had it not been for that
commission, this Bill would not be before
the House today. The new commissioner
is Mr. Wayne; and I have had a talk
with him and have travelled with him.
and I feel he will do a very good job.
Had he been here Previously as the sole
commissioner the present state of affairs
would not be as bad as it is.

The Minister will say that Mr. Wayne
has done a very good job financially. Per-
haps he has. Anyone can do a good job
financially if we close half the system and
look at the railways only from a ledger
point of view and not from an economic
point of view in regard to the development
of the State and the production of real
wealth.

The motor industry and the oil industry
are very ambitious. In consequence I am
satisfied that the people controlling those
industries used some of their influence on
the three commissioners, and perhaps on
other individuals.

Generally speaking I have always had
a great admiration for the personnel of
our railways. They have always done a
good job. I was Minister for Rail-
ways during the war, which was a difficult
period. Mr. Ellis, the commissioner, was
seconded to the Eastern States for im-
portant work during the war, and so was
Mr. Mills, the chief engineer. The rest of
the railways staff carried on, but with
about 1,500 fewer young fellows than in
ordinary circumstances, because the Young
people went to the war; and I know that
the railways personnel had only one dis-
pute during the war, and they were in
the right in regard to their request, which
dealt with the Swan View tunnel.

I went through the tunnel: and there
could easily have been a very serious acci-
dent. At the time, because of the war
effort, it was difficult to get money for
work of the sort that had to be done at
the tunnel: but eventually money was
found to deal with it, and now we have
a detour around the tunnel. The present
position has emanated from the disastrous
management of the railways by the three
commissioners.

Mr. Bovell: By the former commissioners.

Mr. NtLSEN: It is rather paradoxical
that today we want new lines: we are in
favour of standardisatioln. I have always
been in favour of standardisation, and I
attended the first conference on the sub-
ject. I was the first speaker at that con-
ference, and I pointed out that I was in
favour of standardisation but that this
State could not afford standardisation even
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if the Commonwealth built the line and
we simply took over the maintenance of it,
because such a line was not going to give
us additional revenue. But today the posi-
tion is a little different. We are now
about to develop a very big industry; but
the Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd. is not looking
at the development of the State, but the
development of its own industry.

The SPEAKER: I think the honourable
member will have to relate his remarks to
the Bill.

.Mr. NULSEN: I am relating them to
the Bill; I am referring to standardisation.

The SPEAKER: The Bill has nothing to
do with standardisation.

Mr. NULSEN: This is a railway Bill, and
as it is a railway measure we should be
able to discuss it on a fair and sound
basis. I am sure, Mr. Speaker, that-you
are inclined to agree with me in regard
to the closing of these lines. I am saying
that we are going to build new railways
whilst we will be closing old ones that
have done such a marvellous job. Of
course we are not going to Pull up all
of our 3f t. 6in.-gauge railways, but out
of 842 miles of railways 670 miles are now
to be discontinued.

I do not know whether the Country
Party saved the services on the 172 miles
from being suspended. I am surprised that
the Country Party must have taken a
somersault in regard to its attitude to the
suspension of railway services. Which is
the more detrimental: the suspending of
railways, or the discontinuing and the
Pulling up of them?

If the State is to be worth anything
at all, these railways will have to be re-
Placed in time. That has been proved in
England and other highly populated coun-
tries-even in Russia where today railways
are being built through that wonderful
country with its population of over
200,000,000. I do not like the Russians'
class of politics, but I must give them
credit for their progress and adventure,
and also for their planning for the future.

Roads may be modern, but if we are
going to handle the transport Problems of
the future Population that we should have
in Western Australia, we will need railways
to move our produce. We are proving that
suggestion now, because we are about to
build a railway for B.H.P. The Common-
wealth will be providing us with a
standard-gauge line from Kalgoorlie, via
Northam and Toodyay, to the coast. That
route was surveyed back in 1945, or even
before then, when Mr. Ellis was the com-
missioner. He, being a civil engineer,
played a great part in that survey. As
a result of the survey it was found that
we could have a grade of one in 40 or
one in 60. A grade of one in 200, which
has now been discovered, is a tremendous
improvement.

A new line is being built to Mt. Isa in
Queensland; and it is being constructed to
assist industry by carrying freight, not
passengers. If the State is to progress--
and it will progress-what are we to do?
By pulling up our lines we are adopting
a defeatist attitude; and we are forgetting
about the people in the country. We are
also forgetting that there are 1,400,000,000
people to the north of Australia. If we
do not develop our land and do something
with it we will find that these people will
want it; because they do not have a
population of the basis of one half a per-
son per square mile, but 400 or 500 persons
per square mile. China, which is not half
the size of Australia, has a population of
600,000,000 people. Are they going to for-
get about us, especially now that they are
becoming more educated than they were;
and now that we are pulling up our rail-
ways and retarding our own progress?

The Minister can say what he likes-
and I know he has plenty of energy in
every respect; and I do not want to be
rude-but I say to him that he cannot
justly, If he considers the economy of this
State, advocate pulling up all the railways
as stated. There may be odd lines for
which there is no future, but I venture
to say-although I will not be here to see
this-that even those lines will have to
be replaced in time to come. I have no
doubt about that,

Another point is this: On whom do we
depend for the economy of Australia? We
depend on the man on the land-the
farmer; the pastoralist; the goidmainer;
and, of course, the other primary pro-
ducers. We do not depend just on the
city. The city, I know, belongs to the
whole State; but unless we expand and do
something, we shall have no right to hold
the State.

We must remember too, that people in
the country pay freight on their goods
which are carried both ways. From the
latest figures I saw, we have 385,000 people
in the metropolitan area, out of a total
State Population of 713,000. Therefore.
more than half of our population is centred
in the metropolitan area. Those people
could not exist were it not for the primary
producers. They could take in each other's
washing, but I do not think they would
survive for very long on that.

If there is a financial deficit those people
who do not make any contribution to its
reduction by production, should make a
contribution through taxation so that the
deficit may be liquidated. The People in
the country, to whom the railways consti-
tute a necessity, still pay taxation out of
their own pockets to reduce the deficit.
This Bill, therefore, is really designed to
check progress, even if it is unintentional.
It is designed to take away all incentive
from the people in the country. I know
that miany people in the country are quite
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Satisfied, so far as their own time of life
is concerned, with the conditions that now
exist. For example, the position does not
Matter two hoots so far as I am concerned,
but I would not like to leave this earth
with the knowledge that I had not given
due consideration to the people who have
produced the wealth of the State.

I sincerely hope that some consideration
will be given to those people in the out-
back who have made great sacrifices and
Played a tremendous part in the develop-
ment of this State. I can remember that,
in 19OO, when the goldfields people had to
vote on the question of federation, when
the vote was taken they voted for federa-
tion, and that is why we got it as soon
as we did. The people in the south-west
voted against federation. That showed
the feeling and the attitude of the people
in the outback in those days, when we
had men of the calibre of Sir John Forrest
who was responsible for putting through
the goldfields pipeline.

That scheme was opened in January,
1903. In those days they were men of
adventure who wanted to do something
to develop the State. Sir John Forrest
who was a bit of a dictator-otherwise he
would not have been successful in putting
the pipeline through to Kcalgoorlie-was,
nevertheless, a man of vision and spirit.
That scheme today has helped to develop
all the farming areas stretching from the
outer metropolitan area to as far as South-
ern Cross.

The water that has been used by the
goldfields people through the goldfields
water scheme, was paid for many years
ago. However, today, the scheme is still
assisting those farmers who are develop-
ing Properties between the metropolitan
area and Kalgoorlie. The people on the
goldfields are not complaining about that,
because they are men of spirit and are
anxious to do something for the State. In
view of the fact that I have no axe to
grind, financially or otherwise, I would
point out that I have a great concern for
the future development of our State. The
members of this House should be men who
look ahead. If we look only to the present
and seek merely to balance our ledger
without giving any consideration to what
our railway system has done for the devel-
opment of the State in the past, we will
not make much progress.

I will admit that there are some farmers
who, in their lifetime, do not cae whe-
ther the railway line in their district is
pulled up or not. I am not concerned
about the closure of any railway line so
far as passenger trafic is concerned, but
I am concerned about the haulage of
freight. I know one man on the goldfields
who Is. a big farmer. He has done a
great deal of developmental work costing
a tremendous amount of money and a
great deal of his energy, and he is ex-
tremely disgusted about the object of this

Bill. The reason for his disgust in par-
ticular is that the line between lveeka-
tharra and Wiluna is to be pulled up; the
operations on that line are not be be sus-
pended. but the whole line is to be pulled
up.

When I first entered this House I pointed
out to other members that they did not
know the potential of Esperance, and I
am quite sure that the members of this
House today do not know the potential
of Wiluna. There are ample wvater sup-
Plies in that district and other features
which could be used for development pur-
poses, but we are taking all incentive away
from the people who are now residing
there. Those people can see no future for
the district and consider that the pros-
pects are very bleak. The Government is
not taking any interest in them. It has
not even given those people a black road
in return for the railway line it removed
from that area, so that they can have
their produce brought right through fromn
Wiluna to Fremantle. The same applies
to other parts, too: but I will leave dis-
cussion in regard to those areas to other
members who represent them.

I will leave the matter in the hands of
the House to see whether its members still
have a spark of adventure left in them and
any consideration for the future. This
State could carry a population equal to
that of any other State in Australia. If
we had the same population as Victoria,
in proportion to area, we would be carry-
ing a population of 12,000,000 in this State.
I admit that Western Australia is still the
Cinderella State, but we should be making
greater efforts than we are to develop it
and to increase our population. A close
study of the figures in the Year Book, re-
veals that on a per capita basis Western
Australia has done as well as any other
State in Australia. but there is plenty of
opportunity to achieve even greater re-
sults.

It is incorrect to say that half of this
State consists of unusable and barren
country. It is ridiculous to make such a
statement. When I referred to the poten-
tial of the Esperance district years ago I
was accused of having Esperance on the
brain, and I was told that the land around
there was not suitable for development:
this has not proved to be correct. Today
the situation is vastly different, and by
making use of the land within 60 or 70
miles of Esperance this State could have
another two m~ilion to three million acres
available. This land is as good as any of
the land adjacent to Esperance.

By adopting the policy of pulllng up
railway lines and reducing the mileage by
670 miles, the Government will not be
helping the development of the back
country of this State. When I was Minis-
ter for Railways in the Willeock Govern-
ment this State had some 4,380 miles of
railway line. On no occasion, since the
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inception of the railways up to 1945, has
the Railways Department failed to pay
working expenses, although it might not
have been able to meet interest charges.
I defy anyone to contradict this statement.

The proposal before us to discontinue
certain lines will affect a large number of
employees of the railway system. I hope
the Government will be able to think along
the lines I have suggested. The only way
to successfully develop this State is to look
into the future with hope, and do all we
can. In the U.S.A. the railway lines were
established ahead of the development, as
were the water supplies. The population
were then sent out to develop and people
the area.

1 know that some people who look at this
question superficially say that the railways
have been in existence for hundreds of
years, and it is time they were scrapped.
I want to point out that in Adelaide and
Melbourne the transport authorities are
still running trains to convey the people.
because trains can move a huge population
faster than the road buses. In this
State, through bad management and mal-
administration of the railways, a few people
have made a devil of a mess of the railway
system. They made the system almost
impossible financially, and the people of
the country have to suffer from such bad
management. If they are not suffering
directly now, they will in time to come.

I protest very strongly against the pro-
posal to discontinue these railway lines.
It is a very retrograde and defeatist step to
take in a State which has such a good
potential for development. This proposal
in the Bill will take the incentive away
from people who desire to go into the
country and develop the land. They will
not do so unless they are provided with
some incentive. I hope the Minister for
Railways will not look at the development
of this State purely from an accountancy
point of view, with an eye to balancing the
ledger and ensuring a credit. He should
give full credit for the development of this
State, to the establishment of the railway
lines--which development would not have
taken place had the railways. not been
built.

I know the Premier is satisfied with the
proposition in the Bill, because it does not
deprive his electorate of any railway line:
Neither will it affect my electorate. If I
were to take into consideration the future
development of the State X would rather
see the railway line between Coolgardie
and Esperance pulled up. Esperance is a
very good port and the district can obtain
all its requirements through the port.
However, places like Wiluna, and Laverton
are not served by a port, and they have to
be supplied with road or rail transport.
The produce from those two centres has to
be sent by such transport to the market.

If the railway line between Coolgardie
and Esperance were to be pulled up this
State would not sustain a great loss, while
the Eastern States would benefit. The
Port of Esperance is 560 miles closer to
the mining centres in our hinterland than
F'remantle.

I have expressed my views on the
measure, and I hope the Government will
reconsider the proposal to pull up these
670 miles of railway line. This is a most
retrograde step. It might have been all
right if the proposal had been to pull up
some of the branch lines, but to pull up the
lines between Meekatharra and Wiluna, or
between Malcolm and Laverton, is a retro-
grade step. If the three commissioners
had had their wvay, the line from K~algoorlie
to Leonora would have been pulled up..
Should that eventuate, the whole back
country would be affected, and the people-
wvould have to look after themselves in
respect of transport. I blame snaladminis-'
tration by the former commissioners of
the department for bringing about the
present state of affairs. Were it not for
them the Position would not be as it is
today, and this Bill would not have been
necessary.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [4.52]: I hold
the same views as the member for Eyre
on the measure before us, which seeks to
Pull Up some of the railway lines. This is
a rather premature step. My main con-
cern is the line between Malcolm and
Laverton. Before very long events might
bring about an increase in the Price of
gold. If that happens a resurgence of
goldmining activities at Laverton could
occur.

It is a well-known fact that there are
large gold ore deposits in this area, which,
for economical reasons, are not being
worked at present. Two or three years ago
I read some articles written by a noted
international economist who predicted the
very circumstances which we are witness-
ing today; that is, a very heavy drain on
the gold reserves of the U.S.A. He pre-
dicted that when that took place there
would be a Period when the price of gold
Would increase.

We know very well that a substantial
increase in the price of gold will result in
many gold deposits which are unecon-
omical to work at the present time becom-
ing highly lucrative once more. Renewed
activities could well inaterialise in the
Laverton district, where at present gold-
mining is still being undertaken by small
producers and where small quantities of
gold are being won. If there is a substan-
tial increase in the price of gold many
more small Producers will operate in that
area; and at least one, and possibly two,
large mines will come into production
again-mines which previously had pro-
duced many thousand Ounces of gold and
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which asssted the economy of the State to
a great extent. History could repeat itself
if an increase in the price of gold should
occur.

We must realise that when a railway
line is pulled up, the people concerned are
deprived of a vital link, no matter how
small may be the number residing in the
vicinity. Serious happenings have occurred
at Laverton within the last couple of years.
Several people, including one child, have
been taken seriously ill at a time when
heavy rains were falling in the district,
Desperate times were experienced in
getting those people to medical atention.
A railway line, even when not in use as
a railway line, can be utilised in such
circunstances when it is impossible for a
vehicle to traverse the roads.

I myself, when travelling in the back
country, have switched up on to the rail-
way lines when I have found it impossible
to travel on the flooded roads. Sometimes
the line has been a foot under water but
was still usable, Therefore, if the railway
lines are to be removed from these areas
it is the duty of the Government to replace
them with something else in order that
these people are not marooned in those
areas, especially when illnesses or accidents
occuir.

Laverton, with its gold production, could
be quite an asset to this State. At Wiluna
there is a large population and the district
has a potential. I venture to say that if
people of other countries had such an area,it would be carrying quite a large popula-
tion; because, unlike quite a, vast area of
our country, Wiluna is supplied with
underground water of excellent quality and
considerable quantity. We know-or some
of us do-that irrigation projects are
carried on in that district in a small way.
Naturally, the resources of the local
pastoralists cannot afford too big a pro-
ject, but such a Project is not beyond the
capacity of the Government.

There is no doubt in my mind that if
some of our neighbours to the near north
had country such as that in the Wiluna
district, they would see that it was support-
ing quite a large number of people; and
supporting them, probably, in a far better
manner than they are supported in their
own country at the moment. I will leave
that thought with the Government.

There is another phase to be considered
when discussing Wiluna. Last evening we
were debating a Bill dealing with iron ore
and the establishment of a company in
this State to process that iron ore. We are
prepared to go to considerable expense to
obtain that industry, and we know that our
iron ore deposits have been protected over
the years so that they could be used by
companies prepared to process the iron
here.

We also know that respective Govern-
ments have made their best endeavours to
Persuade the Federal Government to allow
Western Australia to export quantities of
iron ore, and the present Government has;
submitted the proposal to export iron ore
from small deposits thinking that proposi-
tion would not receive the same opposition
as the export of iron ore from large de-
posits. These small deposits are now left
in a far diff erent situation from that which
prevailed before this company agreed to
work our large deposits. No doubt at
some time in the future representations,
made by State Governments to Federal
Governments to allow a certain amount
of iron ore to be exported from these
small deposits will meet with success.

Some excellent deposits of iron ore of
quite a superior quality exist in the Wiluna
area, but if the railway line is dismantled
those deposits will stay there for a con-
siderable tim-e. I am quite well aware that
there are a lot of small deposits much
nearer the seaboard, which may be a more
economic proposition. However, we know
that the mere fact that an iron ore de-
posit is in close proximity to a port does
not indicate that it would be economic to
work it, and that it would compare with
one 200 miles away. It might be found
that it would be cheaper to work the more
distant deposit and transport the ore to
the port rather than work the one situated
close to the port. I say this because iron
ore can be situated in such a manner that
it can be very expensive to work.

If these lines are removed, there is very
little prospect that the deposits which are
known to exist In that area will be worked,
in our time, anyway. Our very size Is
against us, because if ours were a small
country and not very well blessed with
land on which to grow products, we would
utilise the land at Wiluna which is well
known to be very rich; and, as I have
stated, is well endowed with underground
water.

I desire to say a word about the attitude
of the Country Party. When these ser-
vices were suspended, we had the spectacle
of very prominent members of the Country
Party going to Laverton and Wiluna, and
stating what an iniquitous action had been
taken in suspending the services on those
lines. But now, without a murmur, those
same members are prepared to totally re-
move the lines. We know that once they
are removed they are gone forever. We
know also that in an endeavour to woo
the electors in those areas, members of the
Country Party stated what they would do
if they had the power: but, because they
were outvoted, they could do nothing. But
now they are quite complacent about all
this.

Mr. Brand: What was the Purpose of
suspending the train service on those lines
in the first place?

Mr. MOIR: Because they were uneco-
nomic.
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Mr. Brand: Was it your intention to
start them again?

Mr. MOTIR: It may have been. All that
happened was that the services were sus-
pended. 1 think that was made perfectly
clear at the time-that the services were
only suspended.

Mr. Brand: Did you read the Minister's
speech?

Mr. Roberts: You have a bad memory!

Mr. MOIR: I am concerned with the
attitude I took at that time-

Mr. Brand: You supported the closure.

Mr. MOIR,: -which is well known to
members in this Chamber: and I am not
a bit inconsistent in my attitude today.

Mr. Brand: You supported the closure.

Mr. MOIR: I remember that at the time
the Premier poured a lot of soothing syrup
aver these people; but of course he is
taking a different attitude today. I have
no Political axe to grind in this matter
at all, because my electors are not affected
by these rail closures. I am simply con-
sidering this from the point of view of
the welfare of those affected, and I am
entitled to voice my criticism of people
who have gone Into those areas and sym-
pathised with the inhabitants by telling
them what they would do if they had the
chance; but who, when they have the
chance, agree to the dismantling of the
lines.

The least that could be done, once it
has been decided to remove the railway
line, would be to give these people decent
all-weather roads for everyday needs;
roads which could also be used in emergen-
cies when it is necessary to get to the
nearest point of civilisation for hospital
and medical care.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [5.12]: The
few words I have to say on this Bill are
directed to the Government which would
on every occasion indicate that we are in
this State on the eve of very great indus-
trial developments. If that is so, any lines
in close proximity to mineral resources
should be retained for the time being. I
would not condone at any stage the in-
definite continuance of An uneconomic
railway service if there would be no return
in the future. I believe that the closure
of these lines is justified at least for the
time being.

However, we know full well that if
development does take place, as indicated
by the Government-and reiterated every
few minutes when the Minister for Indus-
trial Development is on his feet--the lines
should not be dismantled. Yet that is
what is intended. The Minister now pro-
poses to go ahead to obtain authority to
Pull the lines up. As the member who has
just resumed his seat indicated, once these

lines are removed that is the finish. They
will never be laid again. Therefore, while
they are there it would be economic to
retain them to transport various minerals
to the firms which are prepared to processi
them during this industrial development
which is to take place. In those circulfl
stances alone, people in this State are
justified in wondering whether the Gov-
ernment is dinkum in its claims, when it
is prepared to go ahead with a plan of
this kind.

I oppose this Bill, which will close these
lines permanently, because such action
would be detrimental to the country. After
all, the lines are already established and
the interest has to be paid on the money
which was used to build them in the first
place, whether they are pulled up or not:
and the amount which is recovered from
the lines in the form of scrap, or the
amount recovered from the sale of the
property which the railways hold, could be
infinitesimal by comparison with the value
of even one of those lines in the not too
distant future. With those ideas in mind,
I must oppose this Bill.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Railways-in reply) 15.15]: In. replying to
the second reading debate on this Bill, I
must say that I found it extremely difficult
to catch up with the reasoning that has
prompted some members on the opposite
side of the House to speak in opposition
to it.

Mr. Tonikin: Did you not vote against
the closure of the railways?

Mr. COURT: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, of course, has come in hook.
line, and sinker. He will recall that I was
responsible for moving the amendment to
the then Government's motion which im-
posed three distinct conditions under which
the services could be suspended; and the
Government of the day accepted that
amendment but did nothing about it what-
soever.

Mr. Tonkin: How did you vote finally?

Mr. COURT: I voted for the motion as
amended.

Mr. Tonkin: To suspend the services.
Mr. COURT: Yes. The then Govern-

ment went ahead and completely ignored
the amendment.

Mr. Jamieson: And you then tried to
revoke the decision.

Mr. COURT:. For very good reasons.
The conditions laid down by which mem-
bers supported the closure motion were
completely dishonoured. The more we
examined the position after coming into
office the more we realised that they had
been dishonoured. We saw the Burekin-
Bonnie Rock district without any road
system worthy of the name; and the people
were dependent on their road system.
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When the then Minister for Transport
introduced the suspension motion, he
spoke with great effect on the need to
suspend these services. He spoke at great
length, with great emphasis, and pro-
duced a wealth of information as to why
the Government of the day was justified,
on economic grounds, in seeking to suspend
services on 842 miles of line. That motion
was, in the main, supported by the then
members of the Government and sup-
porters of the Government. I think there
were one or two who had some disciplinary
action taken against them because they
objected to the motion, but in the main
the Government of the day was very solid
in its support of that suspension motion.

If members read the speech of the then
Minister for Transport regarding the sus-
pension, they will see it was abundantly
clear that it was but the first step to
final legal closure, and the pulling up of
those lines. It is no use members on the
other side, because they think it might be
politically clever, to all of a sudden decide
they are going to oppose the closure
motion,

Mr. Mobr: That is the line your mind
would work on. You would not be pre-
pared to give any credit.

Mr. COURT: If members opposite said
we had a, change of heart since we sup-
ported the then Government, I would give
them credit for it.

Mr. Jamieson: Didn't you change your
mind the year after you supported the
original motion?

Mr. COURT: If the member for Beeloo
reads the speeches that have been made,
he will find that those of us who supported
the motion were consistent in our attitude.
We made it clear that we had no change
of heart on the motion as amended, so
long as the three conditions were honoured.
They were not honoured. The only alter-
native was to vote for the rescission of the
original motion. I think that is perfectly
sound and commonsense.

Mr. Jamieson: I think the member for
Mt. Marshall put it correctly when he said
you stood between the dog and the lamp
post.

Mr. L. W. Manning: That sounds like
the member for Beeloo.

Mr. COURT: There was a time whent
the member for Beeloo made me angry;
but now I feel sorry that a member could
be so low all of the time without realising
it.

I deal now with the points raised by
several members.-who spoke on this Bill.
The member for Oeraldton asked that con-
sideration be given to the possibility of
some of these areas being preserved for
flora. I cannot express an opinion as to
whether that would be practicable or de-
sirable. However, the matter will be passed

on to the committee that is to consider
this question, if and when the Bill becomes
an Act.

The member for Guildford-Midland put
up a case for the Boya-Mt. Helena line.
That is a line for which I personally could
not see any justification. In its last year
of operation, before it was -suspended in
January, 1954, it showed a loss of £42,559,
and the saving on closure is approximately
£22,605. That is at the 1954 value of
money; and that figure will have been
considerably increased because of the basic
wage and marginal increases that have
taken place since then. I personally feel
that this area will be much better served
by road transport, and representations
have been consistently made by the mem-
ber for the district-the member for Dar-
ling Range-to have a satisfactory road
transport system instituted.

Part of the line as far as Boya has been
in consistent use by the department. Uip'
to Boys it was used for quarry purposes,
and in recent months it was open to
Koongamia for the purpose of providing a
Passenger service for the people in that
area. It appears that the opening of the
section of that line completely upset the
plans of the M.T.T. system in the Mt.
Helena-Boya area, and that brought about
a lot of dissatisfaction in the area. How-
ever, the Minister for Transport is examin-
ing the proposition that has been put for-
ward by the member for Darling Range,
in association with local residents, to try
to work out a system of buses for the area,
possibly operated locally, to provide a satis-
factory feeder service.

I can assure the member for Guildford-
Midland that deputations have already
been received from this area in respect of
the rail closure, and every effort has been
made to give them the information they
seek. Therefore I cannot see that any
further deputation would achieve any
greater purpose, particularly as the mem-
ber for the district, who is most affected.
has been consistently active in trying to
have some form of satisfactory road trans-
port arranged.

I cannot be responsible for what Mr.
Styants might have said. The member for
Guildford-Midland made reference to this
point. I have no personal knowledge of
it, and I cannot accept any responsibility
for it.

Mr. J. Hegney: The population in that
area is increasing all the time.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member's
suggestion that the line be given over to
the local people to operate privately is
completely impracticable. There are many
technical and other difficulties to be over-
come. It is a difficult line to operate. We
supplied the people concerned with figures
per mile of the cost of running a small
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steam train, diesel railcar, and a bus. They
must have been impressed with the dis-
parity in the figures between those three
forms of transport. The per mile cost of
running a bus is so much less than the
cost of the other two mediums. I think
that any private citizens who were think-
ing of running it as a private line would be
well advised to seek the services of an
accountant and get financial advice, be-
cause I think they would lose a lot of
money.

The member for Kalgoorlie dealt with
the Malcolm -Laverton line. He appeared
to have the idea that we could leave the
lines, the sleepers, and the equipment
there. One cannot do that sort of thing.
If one is not prepared to put even the
smallest force on to maintain the equip-
ment, it will gradually disappear. It will
be pilfered; it deteriorates much faster
wvhen it is idle than when it is in use;
and a decision has to be made, at some
time or other, as to whether the line will
be pulled up, or whether it will re-operate,
or whether we will allow it to remain on
a minimum maintenance basis.

All the time that those lines remain,
and are not closed by Statute, the whole
of the debt on those lines has to be ab-
sorbed by the railway system. It is much
better and fairer if the situation is faced
up to realistically and the accounting of
the railway system is adjusted so that the
outstanding debit is taken out of the rail-
way system.

One of the major complaints of rail-
way workers-the better-informed railway
workers--Is the burden of these debts; and
they get the blame for the deficit at the
end of the year. A considerable part of
the capital is tied up in these lines which
the railways have to service, and they re-
ceive no possible revenue from them what-
soever. They cost quite a few pounds to
maintain and to stop pilfering. The stage
is reached when the buildings become
dilapidated; the local authority complainA;
the wvhite ants get into the bridges; and
so on. It is too silly to leave them there
indefinitely without maintenance services.

The member for Darling Range has been
consistent in his attitude. His attitude
was well known when suspension of ser-
vices was originally before the Chamber.
I can assure him that before the pro-
clamation was issued in respect of any
line, the Government would carefully con-
sider the circumstances. In his case there
will be consultations between the local
people, particularly in connection with this
question of improved road transport ser-
vices. We acknowledge that if the district
is going to go ahead it must have a reason-
able transport service.

Mr. Tonkin: If the member for Darling
Range is sensible he will not place too
Much reliance upon that assurance.

Mr. COURT: At the present time the
Minister for Transport is making available
to the local committee an expert officer
from the M.T.T. to advise it on the tech-
nical and financial problems of operating
a local bus service; and the M.T.T. is also
giving consideration to the possible supply
of a bus. Neither the M.T.T. nor the
Railways Department want to be commit-
ted to operating a full-scale service in the
area at the present time. The whole ques-
tion is under discussion between the local
member, the local committee, and the
Minister for Transport.

The member for Albany spoke about the
Elleker-Nornalup line. This matter was
carefully examined on the spot. Under
modern road transport conditions, with a
good road, it is very hard-in fact it is
impossible-to build up a case for a rail-
way line for such a short distance from
a port. I think that with the road work
that has been undertaken, the district will
be well served. There again, we just can-
not leave the lines there indefinitely. There
has to be a decision as to whether the ser-
vice will operate, or whether it will offici-
ally close.

The member for Narrogin dealt with the
question of the Boddington to Narrogin
line. The failure to implement the original
programme is a similar story to what we
have heard in connection with other lines.
At the time the line was built, it would
have been possible to put heavy-weight
rails into the system with the ideal grades
and curves at very low cost. For some
reason or other, as for the Brookton-Cor-
rigin line, it was put in on the cheapest
possible basis, and the system has suf-
fered ever since.

Two factors which militate against low
operating costs are bad gradients and bad
curves, and many of those lines bad these
defects. At the time labour was not an
important factor in operation, but it was
a short-sighted view. It could have been
that had some of these lines been installed
originally with heavy weight rails, and
with better grades and curves, they would
have been in a better position and been
operated more economically.

The member for Eyre gave a discourse
on the whole of the State's railway system
and its economy. I can only say, in all
kindness, that one has to be realistic in
one's approach to this problem. We just
cannot accept that for all time a railway
system that was effective 40 or 50 years
ago will be effective today or in the future.
There has been a complete change. Take
the lines radiating out from Geraldton.
The people there accepted the scheme that
these lines-

Mr. Nulsen: Only 67 miles out.
Mr. COURT: That is true.
Mr. Nulsen: Any line can be taken up

where they can bring their produce to the
port that easily.
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Mr. COURT: We cannot leave these lines
in Places like Laverton when virtually no
traffic is offering; we cannot leave them
indefinitely without any hope that traffic
Avili be available in the future.

Mr. Nulsen: You could easily have a
fortnightly service, which would cost very
little but which would be helpful to those
areas.

Mr. COURT: I can assure the honour-able member that a train once a fortnight
costs a lot of money to operate.

Mr. Nulsen: if you look into the econ-
omics of it you will see that it does not
cost very much.

Mr. COURT: What members are losing
sight of is the point the then Minister for
Transport raised when he introduced the
suspension motion-that if these lines are
to be retained and operated, not only is
it a question of running trains over them.
but also a very large sum of money would
have to be spent to rehabilitate the lines
to a safe working condition.

Mr. Nulsen: You mean after they have
been suspended for some time?

Mr. COURT: No, even at the time they
were due for suspension.

Mr. Nulsen:
Laverton was
myself and it
condition.

The line from Malcolm to
in perfect order. I saw it
had never been in a better

Mr. COURT: A line that was in perfect
order that day could quite easily and
quickly become imperfect. These lines
have to be constantly maintained and it
costs a tremendous sum of money. It is
only when consistent tonnages can be
hauled over the lines that they become an
economic proposition. It is a strange
thing for me to be standing up here and
defending the attitude of the then Minister
for Transport (Mr. Graham); but in that
particular he was right on the ball. It
was because of the facts that he Put up
that some of us in the then Opposition
supported his motion, with certain con-
ditions.

Had those conditions been adhered to I
think most of the closures would have
taken place with hardly a ripple on the
surface; because people would have had an
alternative service of a satisfactory nature.
They would have had good roads at least
programmed for their areas, and they
would not have been subjected to increased
costs immediately the services were closed.
Most of the sting would have been taken
out of the action that was being taken;
but that did not happen.

Mr. Nulsen: I think that is a defeatist
attitude so far as the development of the
State is concerned.

Mr. COURT: I know the member for
Eyre was one of the members on the then
Government side who was opposed to the
suspension of the services. But the fact

remains that the then Government was
most anxious to have the lines suspended;
and do not let us blame the three com-
missioners, because an expert committee
was set up by the previous Government to
examine those lines; and that committee
extended far beyond the commissioners.
It was on the report of that expert
committee that the Government made its
decision to go about the first phase of
line closure.

Mr. Nulsen: The expert committee was
based on the recommendations of the
commissioners.

Mr. COURT: The member for Boulder
must admit he has changed his mind since
the motion was introduced.

Mr. Moir: Not at all. You have a look
at the debate on the previous occasion.
He has not changed his mind at all.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
has changed his mind since the motion
introduced by the member for East Perth
was before the House; because on two
occasions the member for Boulder solidly
supported the motion.

Mr. Moir: No; you are entirely wrong.
I voted against it.

Mr.' COURT: The honourable member
also opposed the rescission of the motion.
At page 3370 of Hansard Volume 3 of 1956,
the member for Boulder is recorded as
having voted in favour of the suspension
motion as amended by me.

Mr. Muir: Maybe the amended motion.
Mr. COURT: And the honourable mem-

ber was a member of the Government and
a Minister. When the rescission motion
was put forward by the Leader of the
Country Party, who is now the Deputy
Premier, the honourable member also voted
against that motion, which would have
given him a second opportunity to oppose
the suspension of these services, which
must be acknowledged in anybody's
language as at least going two-thirds of
the way towards the legal closure of these
particular lines.

I want to assure members that under
the Bill the proclamation provisions will
be taken advantage of by the Government
to consider each case on its merits. Before
a final decision is made to issue a procla-
mation a final review will be made of each
of the areas to see whether there are aijy
new factors, such as mineral development,
or potential mineral development, which
would influence the decision. It will have
to be left to the Government of the day.
whether it be this Government or another
Government, to make a decision based on
the information available to It at the time.
I think in fairness to the railway system
a decision has to be made on these rail-
way closures, and authority given for the
closure of these respective lines.

Mr. Nulsen: I think you should think
of the future.
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Mr. COURT: I would bate the member Midland Junction to Mt. Helena. The Act
for Eyre to think that I am not optimistic
about this State. I do not think he would
say I am not optimistic; and I can assure
him that all aspects of this matter were
considered.

The Country Party has not been incon-
sistent in its attitude towards closures.
What it wanted was that the proposi-
tion should be carefully examined with
the people on the spot; and that party
has fulfilled its policy. It is only after
that examination of the lines that this
decision has been made, bearing in mind
that three lines are being retained on a
seasonal basis and are not the subject of
this legislation. Surely that is proof that
that particular branch of the Government
has faithfully implemented its election
policy.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
'The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Roberts) in the Chair; Mr. Court (Min-
ister for Railways) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 7 put and passed.
Clause 8-Closure of Brookton-Corrigin

railway:
Mr. OWEN: The first line of this clause

reads--
On and after the commencement of

this Act.
whereas the first line of all the other
clauses reads-

On and after the commencement of
this section.

Can the Minister tell me whether there
is any significance in the use of a differ-
ent word, or whether it is a drafting error?

Mr. COURT: I thank the honourable
member for inviting my attention to this.
I cannot say whether it is a drafting error
or whether it has any legal significance.
I will undertake to have the matter re-
ferred to the Crown Law Department be-
fore the Bill is considered in the Legisla-
tive Council, and if it is a drafting error.
and has no particular legal merit, I will
have it corrected there if that is satis-
factory to the honourable member.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 and 10 put and passed.
Clause 11-Certain other railways to be

closed:
Mr. BRADY: During my second reading

speech I advised the Minister that I would
move to delete the portion of this clause
which refers to the closure of the Boya-
Mt. Helena section. In his reply the Min-
ister put up nothing which would make
mec change my mind: in fact he showed
certain weaknesses. I think the Minister
freely admits that the line is open to Boya
now and the line originally was from

which authorised the opening of that line
would have dealt with the whole line and
not only a portion of it: yet by this Bill
the Minister is endeavouring to close a
portion of the line.

In justifying the closures he said that
at the time the line was suspended a loss
of £:42,500 had been sustained. When a
loss is estimated I take it the Railways
Department considers the whole of the line
and niot only one section of it. Also the
Minister has not dealt with the possibility
of the line being required for the half a
dozen different activities which I mentioned
earlier. He has entirely ignored the fact
that people may require the line for other
than passenger services. As the Minister
would know, the railways would be trans-
porting thousands of tons of quarrying
material from the Boya quarries; but
alongside those quarries there are several
areas which may require road metal in
the future.

I understand that Australia will be
spending in the vicinity of £70,000,000 a
year in the next 10 years in repairing our
highways and byways. It could well be
that the figure in Western Australia alone
will reach £7,000,000, or £8,000,000, and a
lot of road metal will be required for those
roads. In Boya and the surrounding dis-
trict, there is the possibility of large quan-
tities of metal and other road-making
material being required.

I ask the Minister to delete this provis-
ion for the time being because it may be
that in two years' time everybody will be
satisfied; the tourist attraction might not
justify this, and the horticultural, stock
grazing, fruit-growing, and poultry activi-
ties might also not justify the line being
continued. If the local people were happy
about it I would be the first to agree. The
Minister should have given us some figures
as to the revenue received from Eoya, to
indicate whether there is justification for
the line being opened up to serve the Boys,
quarry.

When the line was suspended the Gov-
ernment of the day said it would not be
suspended if there was no decent transport
in the area. There is no such transport
for the people in Boya or in the Mt. Helena
area, and there is a moral obligation on
the Government to provide decent road
transport for these people before this
clause is passed. Neither the Labor Gov-
ernment nor the present Government pro-
vided this transport. It was not done
during the suspension period, and it is not
likely to be done when the line is closed
for all time. I move an amendment-

Page 5, lines 23 to 25-Delete para-
graph (e).

Mr. COURT: I suppose this is all good
fun in a parliamentary session, but I am
afraid the honourable member's argument
falls to the ground. Firstly, this line was
not suspended as a result of the suspension
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motion. It was suspended in 1954 by the
action of the Government of which the
honourable member was a Minister. It was
suspended, I assume, for a good and suffi-
cient reason. That Government did not
even seek an expression of opinion from
Parliament on that suspension; and that
Government, of which the honourable
member was a Minister, was in office until
1959. If all of a sudden this passenger
transport and freight service in another
member's electorate has become so urgent
and vital, it surprises me that the hen-
ourable member did not do something
about it when he was a Minister of the
Government to which I have referred.

The honourable member in the district
which is directly covered by this closure
has made strong and persistent representa-
tions-and I am sure he will be successful
in those representations-to see that this
area is serviced both in respect of passen-
ger and freight transport. The fact that
only part of the line has been closed is not
peculiar, because, for instance, on the
Katanning-Pingrup line we are closing only
the part from Nyabing to Pingrup. The
honourable member well knows that the
part of this line which is in his own elec-
torate is being retained because we were
sympathetic in respect of representations
he made in regard to Koongamia. The
portion to Hoya, is operated by the com-
missioner for quarry purposes until the
quarry cuts out.

So far as the question of freight is 'con-
cerned in that area which is so close to
the metropolitan area, I cannot imagine
for one minute that the economy of the
area is dependent on rail transport. The
people would laugh if we were to insist on
their using the rail service from that area
to Midland Junction and to other markets,
because it is so close to the metropolitan
area. The honourable member has not
put up a convincing argument why an
exception should be made on this small
section of line, which on economic grounds
is extremely hard to justify.

The honourable member brushed off the
losses on this service in the last year of
its operation as of no consequence. It is
a substantial sum. In 1954 it was £45,559;
and by whatever method of accounting we
use, the lowest saving resulting from the
closure of the line, so far as the Treasury
is concerned, in cold cash is £22,000 per
annum. Many other lines in outer areas
would have a, better case than would this
line, particularly as the question of pas-
senger transport is under review.

Mr. BRADY: I did not want to weary
the House by reading correspondence that
I have received, but the Minister has had
a couple of shots at me and has implied
that the area in question is not in my
electorate, and therefore none of my con-
cern. I am here as a member of Parlia-
ment to protect the interests of the State,
and to ensure work for the railwaymen

who come from that area, as well as those
who come from mine. We are all inter-
dependent.

I received the following letter from the
honorary secretary of the Mundaring
Progress Association, Stevens Street,
Mundaring, dated the 20th November,
1960:-

Railway Closure-Boya-Mit. Helena
Line

I enclose a copy of a letter to the
Minister for Railways asking that the
Boya-Mt. Helena line be deleted from
the Railway Closure Bill, reported in
The West Australian on Saturday 18th
as having been introduced into the
Legislative Assembly.

You will be aware of the local
opinion that the line should be re-
opened, and of the opinion that the
future of the area depends on the sort
of rapid and cheap transport that only
a railway can provide.

May I ask you, on behalf of the
Association, to do your best to seek
to have the Boya-Mt. Helena line ex-
cluded from the Closure Bill so that
there might remain a chance that the
railway service could be restored using
modern rolling stock? I think you will
agree that a modern service would
probably produce much different re-
sults to those produced by the previous
somewhat unreliable service.

Another letter is from the same gentleman
addressed to the Minister for Railways,
which reads as follows:-

Railway Ctosure-Boya-Mt. Helena.
The Association protests against the

introduction of the Railway Closure
Bill in as far as the Boya-Mt. Helena
line is concerned. We had been pre-
paring a case to submit to you sup-
porting the reopening and retention
of the line using the following main
arguments:-

1. That the traffic potential is ade-
quate to support a railway service.

2. That the cost of operation (of
diesel railcars) is comparable with that
of buses for the service provided.

3. That the loss at present incurred
by the M.T.T. in operating the Mid-
land-Sawyers Valley service should be
offset against the cost of railway ser-
vice.

The Association is of the opinion
that even if the railway service cannot
be operated without financial loss it
is still justified in claiming that the
service should be restored. The criteria
of financially economic operation
should not apply to public transport.

The Association claims further, that
in due course, a similar transport pro-
blem will exist in the bills area to
that which exists at present in the
coastal area which would have been
served by the railway proposed in the
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Stephenson Plan to Whitford's Beach.
and that if the Government cannot
agree to restore services dt present,
the line should be retained so that it
will be available in the future. In
this way the problem of the excessive
cost of land resumptions will be
avoided.

We therefore ask you to use your
influence to have the sections of the
Bill dealing with the Boya-Mt. Helena
line deleted. Or If this is not possible,
to refrain from taking the closure
action the Bill will permit.

So the Minister will see I have been ap-
proached by the people in this area, even
though it is not in jay electorate.

The Minister said I was in the Ministry
of the previous Government which closed
this line. I was not a Minister of the
Government when the line was closed at
all; I opposed it. It is strange the Minis-
ter should keep the line open to serve
the Boya- quarry, which is a company in-
terested in making profits. Apparently
that company has convinced the Minister
of the necessity to keep the line open. If
the Minister has so much regard for the
interests of this company, surely he can
have some sympathy for the people who
made the line possible for 50 years.

Many people have brought up their
families there: and they have a multipli-
city of interests in the district. So the
Possibility of road metals and other metals
being required in the future has to be
taken into consideration. We have had
a Bill before the Chamber asking us to
give an organisation in the metropolitan
area not £15,000 or £40,000, but hundreds
of thousands of pounds for the next 10
to 20 years by absolving that organisation
from paying water rates, municipal rates,
metropolitan region tax, and so on.

Has the Minister considered this matter?
Although he is advocating the saving of
money by closing this line, he is probably
going to support a Bill to give the Mt.
Yokine golf course people the right to
play golf at the expense of the general
public of Western Australia. Let the Min-
ister answer that in his reply. I am not
talking lightly, as insinuated by the Min-
ister. I am serious; and I hope the Min-
ister will treat the matter seriously, having
regard for the fact that he can easily
leave this 11 miles of line out of the pro-
posal to close 650 miles of lines.

The Minister could hold this line open
for at least a couple of years and give the
People concerned an opportunity of doing
something to help themselves. I seriously
say to the Minister: He is going to be
hard put to it to keep the line open to Boya
in order to serve a public company while
he closes the line affecting the People to
whom I have referred, as those People are
dependent on that line. I suggest the
closing of this section of 11 miles should
be deferred,

Mr. COURT: If the honourable member
is anxious to serve the interests of railway-
men he should not say what he is saying
about the Boya quarry. The Boya quarry
operation is for the benefit of the railways
and not for the benefit of a company.
Perhaps if the honourable member looks
at the operation there he will realise that
it is done for the benefit of the railways
and not for the benefit of any private con-
cern. If he wants to advocate increased
railway operations for the benefit of em-
ployees, he should laud the Government
for keeping the line open as far as Boya
for the time being.

I think the main point at issue and on
which an assurance has been given to
the member for the district directly con-
cerned-the member for Darling Range-
is that the line will not be closed without
the issue of a specific proclamation. There
will not be a general proclamation, but one
to deal with that Particular line. The
undertaking has been given to and ac-
cepted by the member for Darling Range
that there will be Proper consideration
and consultation in respect of an adequate
passenger service for that area before a
proclamation is issued. I assure members
that that promise will be honoured.

Mr. OWEN: If I wvere not so familiar
with all of the aspects of this railway line
and its projected closure, I would be in-
clined to support the amendment; but the
reopening of the rail service as suggested
would not be the answer to the district's
Problems. There are many people who live
away from the railway; and even if the
rail service were retained, it would also
be necessary to run a bus service to serve
the needs of those particular People. There
are some people who have to walk 1-2 miles
to the railway station. Some would have
to walk further than that fromn Helena
Valley in order to get to the railway sta-
tion at Boya. I think that area could be
better served by road transport-a method
of transport which would take the people
nearer to their doors,

With the increase of traffic on the Mt.
Helena line, particularly over the Bellevue-
Mt. Helena section-the hills section that
requires more locomotive power than the
section from Mt. Helena onwards-is there
any possibility of that section, which is a
double rail section, reaching saturation
point: in other words, reaching a point
where that section could not cope with the
traffic flow on the faster moving sections?
If that were so, I would consider it advis-
able to keep the Mt. Helena section open,
as it would Provide a useful by-pass track
to relieve the congestion on the Bellevue-
Mt. Helena section on the main line. How-
ever, I take it that within the next 10
years it is possible we will have a broad
gauge railway providing an alternative
route through Northam and Swan Valley.
in that case, the point I have raised would
almost be discounted. It is something to
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which I would have asked the Minister to
give consideration if it were not for the
proposed broad gauge railway.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes-22.
Mr. Bickerton Mr. Kelly
Mr. Brady Mr. M~oir
Mr. Curren Mr. Norton
Mr. Evans Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Oidfieid
Mr. Hall Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Hawke Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Heal Mr. Sewell
Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Tomos
Mr. W. Heginey Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Jamhieson Mr. May

(Teller.)
Noes-25.

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hearnian
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Mr. Mann
Mr. W. A. Manning
Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ninmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Nel
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. I. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Majority against-3.
Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. HALL: in his reply the Minister
mentioned that the discontinuance of the
Elleker-Nornalup line was not very signi-
ficant to the port of Albany. Had the
Minister listened carefully when I spoke
last night, he would have noted that I was
talking about the expansion that could
take place in the future. Had the line
been built from Nornalup to Manjimup I
say without doubt that millions of tons
of timber could have been shipped through
the port of Albany.

When expansion takes place in that area,
this line could have played a tremendous
part. 1 have been consistent in my atti-
tude; and I will refer to what I had to
say when I was sitting behind the Gov-
ernment that originally introduced the
measure to suspend certain railway ser-
vices. I quote from Hansard 1956, page
3112, which reads as follows:-

There is no doubt that the Govern-
ment has a thankless task to Perform
in the closure of railway lines but I
implore it to look carefully at certain
lines before closing them. If the tree
has to be Pruned, let us make sure
that its limbs are not fertile and per-
haps, at a small cost, could be put
into a working condition.

At that time I was referring to the ad-
ministration of the railways, as the ad-
ministration was totally inadequate. The
railway line to which I previously referred
is not in my electorate but has a bearing
on it; and I am of the opinion that it
should be suspended for a time and then
the position could be re-examined in the
light of the growth which I believe will
take place in the South-West corner of our

State. It was encouraging to hear the
Minister say he would give the matter
further consideration before issuing a
proclamation. I will not move an amend-
ment to the clause, because I feel the
Minister will further consider the matter.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 12 and 13 put and passed.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Clause 14-Revested land may be dis-
posed of:

Mr. COURT: I move an amendment-
Page 7-Add after paragraph (c),

lines 8 to 14, the following new para-
graph:-

(d) reserve any revested land to
Her Majesty for any public
purpose.

If I am successful with this amendment
I propose to move for the deletion of sub-
clause (3) in lines 15 to 21 inclusive. my
amendment has appeared on the notice
paper for the last two days. It is designed
to overcome an anomaly that has crept
into the drafting of subclause (3). It has
been pointed out by the Lands Department
that once land has been sold, the provisions
of paragraph (3) would be incapable, or
almost incapable, of implementation. The
position is unlike that which applies to
land which is leased or in any other way
dealt with.

Mr. SEWELL: I support the amendment;
it will make the position better for the
revesting of the land. The other night I
said I thought some of the land involved
should be retained for a flora reserve. If
the Minister's amendment is carried, and
the land in question is revested in the
Crown, then local authorities or tree
societies will be able to apply to the Crown
for a portion of the land to be vested In
them for various purposes. It is more
desirable for this to be done than for the
vacant land to be given to the adjoining
f armers.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. COURT: I move an amendment-

Page 7, lines 15 to 21-Delete sub-
clause (3).

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clause iS-Revested land deemed incor-
porated with adjoining land:

Mr. CORNELL: May I ask the Minister
a question? The question I wish to ask
relates to clause 14.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Clause
14 has been dealt with now.

Mr. CORNELL: That is the point; I was
a bit slow out of the hole.
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The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
question is that the clause stand as printed.

Mr. CORNELL: At the risk- of being
ruled out of order I ask the Minister this
question: With the lifting of these lines,
the on-line wheat bins become off-line
wheat bins. What legal obligation is there
on Co-operative Bulk Handling to carry on
under the Builk Handling Act?

Mr. COURT: I must admit I cannot
answer that one off the cuff , but I will
certainly discuss the matter with the Min-
ister for Transport and the Minister for
Agriculture and let the honourable memn-
ber know. I see the significance of the
point he has made.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 16 and 17 put and passed.
Schedules 1 to 6 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report

Bil reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL

First Reading

Bill received from the Council: and, on
motion by Mr. Cornell. read a first time.

ANZAC DAY BILL

Second Reading
M.BRAND (Greenough-Premier)

1 7.43]: 1 move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
The Bill has been brought to the House at
a very late hour this session, and I apolo-
gise for the lateness of the measure which
is of wide interest to all sections of the
public. It is, in fact, being introduced
following a great deal of pressure-cer-
tainly representations-from some sections
for a change in the order of celebration
of Anzae Day as we have known it.

As I have said, the Bill has been intro-
duced into the House at a late stage of
the session, because, following a referen-
dumn that was held by the R.S.L. as a re-
suit of the decision made at its annual
conference, we, as a Government, consid-
ered it our responsibility to introduce a
Bill containing certain provisions to give
effect to that decision. It is essentially a
non-party measure, but I am going to
ask the House to support it on the under-
standing that the Government is pre-
pared to introduce amending legis-
lation which would follow experience
for at least one year of the new order.

Mr. Tonkin: Another understanding?
Mr. BRAND: This is essentially a non-

party Bill. That is the assurance I
am giving the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position, and if I can appease hinm for just

another ten minutes the House can then
proceed to other business. I can assure
him that I am keen to finish this session.

Mr. Mann: You are not alone!
Mr. BRAND: members are no doubt

familiar with the result of the poll that
wvas conducted by the R.E.L. Of the
league's 15,521 financial members, 6,587
voted. The voting resulted in 4,855 mem-
bers favouring commemoration until 1
p.m., leaving the rest of the day for holi-
day activities; and 1,732 members voted
for the retention of the present form of
observance. The holding of commnemora-
Lion up to 1 pin, would bring the observ-
ance of Anzac Day into line with the con-
ditions prevailing in Victoria and with the
conditions which have prevailed in South
Australia for a long time.

I would like to remind the House that
other ex-servicemen's organisations have
expressed similar views in favour of the
change. In particular, representations
were Made to me from the Air Force
Association, the Naval Men's Association
and the Australian Legion of Ex-Service-
men and Women. These organisations are
certainly not as strong, numerically, as
the Eta .L.; but, nevertheless, at their
annual conferences held over quite a
period up till now they have indicated
support for a change in the observance of
Anzac Day.

The Government feels that this is a
matter in which the view of the Majority
of the ex-servicemen and women should
prevail, and this Bill is submitted accord-
ingly to give effect to their wishes for a
change. The Bill provides for Anzac
Day to be observed as at present until
1 p.m., and a normal holiday to be ob-
served after that time. Proceeds f rom
sporting events, conducted in the after-
noon, will be paid into a fund which will
be administered by a trust. The trust will
consist of four people-

A Treasury representative, who will
be the Chairman.

A representative of the R.S.L.
A representative of Legacy.
A representative of the other charit-

able ex-servicemen's Organ isations
registered under the Charitable
Collections Act.

I point out that Legacy, by and large.
could represent organisations including, in
particular, those that are formed forthe
welfare of widows and orphans. The 12
other charitable ex-servicemnen's organ-
isations registered under the Charitable
Collections Act are as follows-

Australian Legion of Ex-Servicemen
and Women.

British Ex-Services Association.
Ex-P.O.W. and Relatives Association.
Old Contemptibles Association.
Partially Blinded Soldiers' Association.
Totally and Permanently Disabled

Association.
Air Force Association.
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Federated T.B. Soldiers', Sailors' and
Airmen's Association.

Maimed and Limbless Association.
War Widows' Craft Guild.
Naval Men's Association.
War Blinded Association.

It is interesting to note that all these
organisations exist. Each, in Its own
way, does some degree of good and accepts
the responsibility of looking after the wel-
fare of es-servicemen and/or their de-
lendants.

Mr. Craig: Besides the organisations you
have read out, there are a number of
unit organisations, too.

Mr. B3RAND: Yes; but they are not
registered under the Charitable Collections
Act. It is proposed that these organisa-
tions would be entitled to nominate a
fourth representative as a member of the
trust.

Under the Bill, race meetings may be
conducted on Anzac Day after I p.m., but
such meetings shall be included in the
number of meetings permitted under the
Racing Restriction Act. All the net pro-
ceeds from race meetings will be paid into
the fund. Other sporting events may be
conducted on the afternoon of Anzac Day,
and it Is provided that 60 per cent, of the
net proceeds shall be paid into the fund.
I might say here that I would anticipate
the es-servicemen's orgarnsatlons getting
together to conduct a huge sporting event
on Anzac Day and taking all the proceeds,
but it is provided that, in the event of
outside bodies conducting any function
and charging for admission, 60 per cent.
of the net proceeds shall be paid into the
f und.

Hotels may open after 1 p.m. Those
hotels desiring to open must apply for an
occasional license. The fees for such
occasional licenses will be paid into the
fund. That move has been suggested to
the Government because, up to this point,
hotels, restaurants, and wine saloons have
been closed on Anzae Day, and the law has
been strictly enforced.

I think a great deal of the agitation for
an alteration of the original observance of
Anzac Day stemmed from dissatisfaction
that so many es-servicemen's associations
can get together at, say, a keg party, or
to celebrate generally, whilst the rest of
the community is debarred from entering
into such celebrations. Personally, I do not
consider that to be important: but it is
felt that an anomaly exists in that re-
gard, and perhaps a great number of those
voting for the alteration of the observance
,of Anzac Day were influenced by that fact.

Therefore it was thought that, as a re-
sult of the extra business the liquor trade
would get from hotels being able to open
on the afternoon of Anzac Day, the mem-
bers. of the trade would not mind con-
tributing to the fund; and, in order

that they shall contribute, we have in-
cluded in the Bill a provision that
they can open by obtaining an occasional
license.

Mr. Crommelin: Does that provision also
apply to clubs?

Mr. BRAND: I think so. It certainly
applies to wine saloons and restaurants:
but I am not sure that it does apply to
clubs. Moneys to the credit of the fund
will be distributed each year among those
organisations operating for the benefit of
es-servicemen and women and their
attendants, including specifically the pro-
vision and operating of homes for aged
veterans. The R..L., in its representa-
tions, has strongly emphasised the view
that in the allocation of funds from Anzac
Day activities priority should be given to
the care of aged es-servicemen and women,
and to the welfare of widows and children
of deceased es-servicemen.

The Bill proposes to give substantial
recognition to that viewpoint, but also pro-
vides for assistance to be given to other
es-servicemen's organisations for purposes
of welfare and amelioration. In some re-
spects the Bill follows recent legislation
Passed in Victoria. In that State the ob-
servance of Anzac Day was similarly
altered following a poll by the R.S.L.
Proceeds from sporting functions held on
Anzac Day in that State are paid into
the patriotic fund. I understand that
fund has operated for some time.

In the limited time available since the
holding of the poll, the Government has
not been able to give this matter all the
consideration it desired. Accordingly, I
have given an undertaking to the House
to introduce amending legislation follow-
ing the experience that will be gained in
the coming year.

When Anzac Day falls on a Sunday there
may be some complications with regard to
football and other sporting events where
a charge for admission is the normal
practice. I feel that some difficulty
could arise, and indeed hardship, if
organised sport-such as football and
maybe soccer-were being played on Anzac
Day; but as Anzac Day will not fall on a
Saturday until 1964 it is felt that there
would be ample time to review the situa-
tion and bring down any legislation to
effect the necessary changes.

Mr.' Hawke: I1 think that clubs arc
covered in the last part of the schedule.

Mr. BRAND: That is so. In answer to
the member for Claremont, I would point
out that clubs are covered under the Bill.
I might say that in regard to the charge
for the occasional license to be granted to
hotels, in the schedule of the Bill it will
be found that, for a publican's general
license, a fee of £5 is to be charged;
and for all other licenses, £2. I
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understand that is more than is charged
usually for an occasional license; but, as
I have said, following the business arising
as a result of the hotels being Permitted
to open from 1 P.M. to 10 Pmn., which
are the usual license hours after lunch,
the members of the liquor trade will not
be called upon to make a great contribu-
tion to the fund. However, quite a sub-
stantial sum of money, in the aggregate,
could accumulate in the fund, and the
moneys could then be allocated for the
worthy purpose that has been outlined in
the Bill.

As far as Sunday is concerned, bearing
in mind that we are altering the existing
Act, there will be no alterations in respect
of Christmas Day, Good Friday, or any
other holidays on which Anzac Day might
fall. The existing law will provide that
all those days which are covered in the
legislation which was originally introduced
in 1919 and -amended, I think, by Sir
James Mitchell, as Premier, in 1923, when
Anzac Day really became a. sacred day
and was treated as a Sunday, will still
be covered by the legislation.

The majority of the members of the
R.S.L. in a poll which was conducted saw
fit to vote in favour of a change. I cer-
tainly would not like the House to think
that I san 100 per cent, in favour of it.
Had I voted, I would have recorded
a vote against the change. Never-
theless, I have introduced the Bill to im-
plement the wishes of those who voted in
favour of a, change during the poll con-
ducted, and I suggest that members should
agree to the Bill and so support an altera-
tion in the observance of Anzac Day for
the forthcoming year.

On motion by Mr. Hawke, debate ad-
journed.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MARINE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
the North-West) [8.21: 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill to amend the Western Australian
Marine Act is a fairly simple one, and I
do not think it will be contentious. It
contains three provisions. The two most
important provisions are those dealing with
the survey of vessels, and the extension of
the powers to make regulations. The third
provision is in respect of an amendment
to bring the Western Australian Marine
Act into line with the appropriate Corn-
rnonwrealth legislation, due to a changed
set of circumstances some years ago which
have not been adjusted.

The amendment proposed to section 183
deals with flshing boats, and their control
and manning. When the Western Aus-
tralian Marine Act, 1948, was being pre-
pared, Part VUII-which refers to fishing,
pearling, and whaling boats--gave the
definition of a vessel in section 183 00i
as a vessel licensed under the Pearling
Act, 1912, the Whaling Act, 1937, the
Fisheries Act, 1905, or the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust Act, 1902. 1 emphasise the
word "licensed" which is used in this Para-
graph.

It was felt that this definition wvas suffi-
cient to define the vessels coming within
the jurisdiction of this part of the Act,
but in actual practice this has not been
the case. On many occasions officers of
the Harbour and Light Department have
apprehended owners of fishing boats which
are not surveyed or properly manned un-
der this part of the Act, only to find that
the vessels have not been licensed under
the respective Acts, with the result that
the department has not been able to sus-
tain any action against the parties con-
cerned.

Members will realise the significance of
what I have just said. The original pro-
vision dealt with a vessel which had been
licensed under these Acts. In some cases
where departmental officers sought to ap-
prehend the owner of a fishing boat who
had failed to. have the vessel surveyed, the
owner pleaded that he was not liable to
have his vessel surveyed because he had
not taken out a license under any of the
several Acts involved.

Many licenses are not taken out until
well into the year, so the owners can
ignore the Marine Act wtth impunity and
without fear of action being taken against
them. In other cases the individual who
sets out to defy the Marine Act deliber-
ately, is usually a person who will also defy
any other Act, and until such time as the
Fisheries Department forces him to license,
the hands of this department are tied.

No vessels I know of are licensed under
the Fremnantle Harbour Trust Act, 1902, so
that this portion of the original defini-
tion is unimportant for the purposes of
this amendment. The amendments to this
part of the Act now being submitted are
designed to allow the department to take
action against those who do not conform
to the provisions of Part VIII of the West-
ern Australian Marine Act, 1948, and the
regulations made thereunder.

The significance of surveys, of course,
wvill be apparent to members. There
has been an increasing degree of con-
cern at the number of mishaps to vessels
off our coast-I am referring to the small
type of fishing craft-and it is import-
ant that the Harbour and Light Depart-
ment be vigilant in its surveys. This
simple amendment is both desirable and
necessary.
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Another amendment which refers to an
extension of the powers to make regula-
tions under section 207 of the Act has been
the reel reason for the delay in introduc-
ing this Bill in its present form to the
House. I apologise for the delay.

It has now been decided by the Crown
Law Department that unless this amend-
mnent is passed it will not be possible to
pass regulations which will enable effec-
tive action to be taken in respect of
some of the abuses of the river by speed
boats and water skiers. I emphasise, as I
have done before in this House, that it is
only a very small minority who do abuse
the privileges of the river: but it is nec-
essary to frame regulations which will
have the effect of not only protecting the
public, but also protecting some of the us-
ers of these craft. I can assure members
that the regulations will be brought down
with proper regard for what is reasonable,
because we want people to enjoy the
river end we do not want to debar them
from using it.

However, in the interests of public safety
it will be necessary to bring down regula-
tions so as to restrict the speed of craft
in certain areas, and also prescribe an age
limit for those who drive speedboats. An-
other very important regulation being
sought by many users of the river is the
regulation insisting on two people being
in a speedboat which is towing a skier.
The significance is that one of them can
look forward and the other aft. If the
skier falls off the ski, action can be taken
not only to rescue the skier who has fallen
into the water, but also to prevent danger-
ous action in respect of the ski itself. Those
who have seen an unmanned ski will re-
'alise the great danger when it is travelling
ini the water .

Mr. J. Hegney: Have you information
as to the practice elsewhere?

Mr. COURT: The practice in America
and the practice in the Eastern States is
one of increasing severity of regulations.
We do not propose to take the same degree
of restrictive action as has been taken in
America, where the number of such craft
is prodigious. Neither do we propose to
take the same degree of action that has
been taken in some of the Eastern State..

We have no intention as a Government
to insist, at the present time, on the regis-
tration of all privately-owned craft. We
hope to avoid doing that. The previous
Government also tried to avoid it, We think
it is wise to avoid doing that, because regis-
tration could be very irksome without pro-
ducing results.

Mr. J, Hegney: These boats slip along at
more than 40 miles an hour.

Mr. COURT: The honourable member
can be assured that we propose to equip
the Harbour and Light Department with

suitable equipment so that it can police
the regulations without imposing unduly
restrictive measures. We do not want to
discourage people from using the river.

The third provision of the Bill follows
the abolition of the Maritime Industry
Commission, which had authority over
seamen in Australian shipping. Alter its
abolition the Commonwealth Government
amended the Commonwealth Navigation
Act in 1952 for the purpose of continuing
over the engagement of seamen in Aus-
tralian ships the c ontrol which had been
introduced by the commission.

The amendment to the Act empowered
the superintendent to refuse to approve
the engagement of seamen who receive
three bad reports from ships at the times
of their discharge, who fail to serve
regularly at sea, who were excluded by
the commission, or who are dealt with by
a committee set up under section 424 of
the Act to advise the Minister.

The Commonwealth Navigation Act
applies only to interstate and foreign
going seamen, and therefore intrastate
seamen who are under the control of the
various State marine or navigation Acts
are not covered by the amendment to the
Commonwealth Act. The position, there-
fore, is that the seamen excluded under
Commonwealth legislation are not at
present covered in respect of intrastate
shipping.

In 1954, the fourteenth conference of
the Australian Port Authorities' Associa-
tion urged all State navigation authorities
to amend the relevant State Acts to bring
them into conformity with the Common-
wealth Navigation Act and subsequent
conferences have passed resolutions urging
States which have not already imple-
mented the decision to do so. This
amendment to the Western Australian
Marine Act, 1948, is designed to bring this
Act into conformity with the Common-
wealth Navigation Act in regard to the
engagement of seamen.

There is very little intrastate shipping
in Western Australia, nor is there any im-
mediate prospect of same. The State
Shipping Service vessels trade interstate
and therefore come under the Common-
wealth law. I want to emphasise that
point, because this amendment is designed
purely to achieve conformity with the
Commonwealth law and has been intro-
duced at the request of the Port Author-
ities' Association; it is not intended to
cover the State Shipping Service vessels,
because they are all covered by the exist-
Ing Commonwealth law, The last vessel
in this State that might have been covered
by this law was the Kybra, but that vessel
no longer operates. I cannot see that we
are likely to have a vessel of that type In
the foreseeable future.
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However, in the interests of uniformity
and to avoid any possible anomaly that
could arise should there be a development
of Intrastate shipping, the amendmnent is
considered desirable.

A new division in the Act is Proposed,
and this sets out the conditions for the
approval of engagements of seamen and
the rights of seamen under those provi-
sions.

On motion by Mr. Kelly. debate ad-
journed.

Message: Apytepriation

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

BILLS (2)-RET-URNED
1. Land Tax Assessment Act Amend-

ment Bill.
2. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage

and Drainage Act Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with

amendments.

OPTOMETRISTS ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL

Council's Amendments
Schedule of nine amendments made by

the Council now considered.
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr. Rob-
erts) in the Chair; Mr. Ross Hutchinson
(Minister for Health) in charge of the Bill.

Mr. ROSS HUTTCHINSON: With your
approval, Mr. Chairman, I will deal with
these amendments in four sections. I will
consider Nos. 1, 2, and 3 in one block: No.
4 separately; Nos, 5, 6, 7, and 8 in a block;
and No. 9 separately.

The CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Roberts): If
the Minister desires to operate that way,
he will be in order. Amendments Nos, 1
to 3 made by the Council are as follows:-

NO. 1.
Clause 3. page 2-Insert. a para-
graph after paragraph (a) to
stand as paragraph (b) as fol-
lows--

(b) by substituting for the
word "three" in line two
of subsection (3) the
word "two."

No. 2.
Clause 3. page 2, line 20-Delete
the word "paragraph" and substi-
tute the word "4paragraphs."'

No. 3.
Clause 3, page 2, line 24-Insert
a new paragraph as follows:-

(e) one, who shall not be a
registered optometrist or
registered medical prac-
titioner, shall be nomin-
ated by the Minister to be
chairman of the Board.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I move-
That the amendments be agreed to.

The purpose of amendment No. 1 is to
reduce from three to two the number of
registered optometrists who will be nom-
inated by the Minister. Amendment No.
3 provides that the Minister shall nomin-
ate as chairman a person who is not a
registered optometrist or medical practi-
tioner. The idea of the Legislative Council
is to gain a better cross-section representa-
tion on the board.

Mr, NULSEN: I have studied these
amendments with the original Act and
although they do not achieve all I would
desire, they are definitely an improvement.

Question Put and passed: the Council's
amendments agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-
ment No. 4 made by the Council is as
follows:-

No. 4.
Clause 9, page 4, line 3-Insert
after the section designation '.'34C"
the subsection designation "(1)."

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I move-
That the following alternative

amendment be made to the amend-
ment made by the Council:-

9. The principal Act is amended
by inserting after section thirty-
four B the following section:-

Page 4-Delete the whole of clause
9 and substitute the following to stand
as clause 9:-

34C. (1) Any person who
has for a period of not less
than eighteen months im-
mediately prior to the com-
mencement of the Optome-
trists Act Amendment Act,
1960, been continuously, solely
and bona fie engaged in the
dispensing of prescriptions
made or given by oculists or
optometrists, may not later
than the thirty-first day of
March, one thousand nine
hundred and sixty-one apply
in writing to the Board for
permission to continue such
dispensing, and the Board,
upon payment of the prescri-
bed fee and upon proof to its
satisfaction that the appli-
cant-

(a) has attained the age
of twenty-one years
and is of good char-
acter; and

(b) is a natural born or a
naturalised British
subject, and has re-
sided continuously in
the Commonwealth
for not less than five
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years during which
time he has resided
in this State for at
least two years; and

(e) has In fact for the
period aforesaid been
continuously, solely
and boa ftde engag-
ed in the dispensing
of prescriptions made
or given by oculists
or optometrists,

shall grant to the applicant
the permission applied f or.
but no such permission shall
entitle, or be deemed to en-
title, the applicant to measure
the power of vision.

(2) The Board may pre-
scribe an annual fee to be
paid by persons granted per-
mission pursuant to the pro-
visions of this section.

This amendment is a fairly comprehen-
sive one and does not alter the principle
of the Legislative Council's amendments:
it merely clarifies them further and will
obviate the considerable confusion and am-
biguity which would otherwise arise be-
cause of the reference to the ward "regis-
tration." The BUi, as forwarded to another
place, covered only one person to be regis-
tered as an optometrist after he fulfilled
certain qualifications. The Legislative
Council has amended this by reducing the
period during which a person must have
been engaged continuously in the dispens-
ing of prescriptions from five years to 18
months.

That was the purpose of the Council's
amendments Nos. 4 to 8; and whilst agree-
ing to those amendments in principle, I
was informed by the Crown Law Depart-
ment that confusion and ambiguity could
arise because of the reference to "registra-
tion." The department therefore drafted
for me the amendment which I have moved
and which will, as I have said, retain the
principle desired by the Legislative Council
but avoid the ambiguity. For this reason
I ask that the Committee agree to it.

Question put and Passed; the Assembly's
alternative amendment to the amendment
made by the Council agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-
ments Nos. 5 to 8 made by the Council
are as follows-

No. 5.
Clause 9, Page 4, line 17-Delete
the words "five years" and substi-
tute the words "eighteen months."

No. 6.
Clause 9, page 4-Delete all words
from and including the word " as"
in line 23 down to and including
the word "Board" in line 28.

No. 7.
Clause 9, page 4-Delete all words
from and including the word
"entitled" in line 29 down to and
including the word "Board" in
line 32 and substitute the follow-
ing: "Permitted to continue the
dispensing of such prescriptions
but shall not be permitted to
measure the power of vision."

No. a.
Clause 9, page 4-Add the fol-
lowing subsection to proposed new
section 34C:-

(2) The Board is empowered
to prescribe a registration fee
in the case of persons per-
mitted to practise as set out in
subsection (1) of this section.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: These
amendments are now redundant and I
would ask the Committee to disagree with
them. I move-

That the amendments be not agreed
to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendments not agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): amend-
ment No. 9 made by the Council is as
follows:-

No. 9.
New Clause-Insert after clause 3
a new clause to stand as clause 4
as follows:-

4. Section eight of the
principal Act is amended by
deleting subsection (2).

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I ask the
Committee to agree to this amendment.
It is consequential upon the Committee
having agreed to the third amendment on
the notice paper wherein we have agreed
that the Minister shall have Power to
appoint a person who is not a registered
optometrist or a medical practitioner, and
this person shall be the chairman of the
board. The portion of the parent Act
which this amendment now before us seeks
to delete has reference to the chairman of
the board. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A Committee consisting of Mr. Nulsen,
Mr, O'Connor, and Mr. Ross Hutehinson
(Minister for Health) drew up reasons for
not agreeing to the Council's amnendments
Nots. 5 to 8.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.
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STATE CONCERNS
(PREVENTION OF DISPOSAL)

BILL
Second Reading

MR. HAWKE (Northam) [8.39]: 1
move-.

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bil comes to us from another place.
It is one which lays it down that no
contract for the sale or the lease of cer-
tain State-owned. concerns shall be final-
ised unless and until the approval of Par-
liament for such proposed sale or such
proposed leasing shall first have been ob-
tained.

The Bill, when first introduced into the
Legislative Council, included all State
trading concerns. However, the majority
of members in the Council were not
favourable to such a wide cover. There-
fore amendments were made to the sche-
dule; and finally, on a division, the con-
cerns which were left in the Bill, and are
intended to be covered, are the State Im-
plement and Engineering Works, which
are located in North Fremantle; the West-
ern Australian Meat Export Works, which
are located at Robb Jetty near Fremantle;
and the Wyndham Meat Works which, as
the title indicates, are located at W~ynd-
ham.

The fact that the Legislative Council has
approved special cover for these three
State instrumentalities is an indication of
the very great importance which it places
upon these concerns, and underlines its
anxiety that they should not be disposed
of either by way of complete sale, or even
by way of leasing, by Government action
alone. It is anxious, obviously, that should
the Government propose to sell or lease
any one of these concerns, the contract
for sale, or the contract for leasing, shall
first be considered by both Houses of Par-
liament and a decision one way or the
other in respect of each of such contract
be made by Parliament.

For my own part, I would certainly
much prefer that this Bill should have a
far wider cover than the very small cover
which it now contains. It will be re-
membered that last year the Opposition
in this H-ouse introduced a Bill for com-
plete cover for all State trading concerns
with the object of ensuring that not any
one of them should be sold or leased by
the Government unless Parliament had
first been consulted and had given the
necessary approval. Clearly, there would
be nothing to be gained by seeking greatly
to Nviden the Bill which is now before us,
as it would seem certain that a majority
of members in the Legislative Council
would not be likely to agree to any very
great widening of the provisions of the
Bill as they have decided it, and as it
has been sent to us.

In view of the fact that we did debate
this principle very fully in this House last
year; and because all of the arguments
for and against the proposal in the Bill
are well known, it would not seem to
be necessary to go into any very great
detail of any arguments for the proposal,
or, I should think, from the Government
side, any arguments against the proposal,
if indeed it wishes to put any arguments
forward in that direction.

The three concerns which are covered
now in the Bill have been established in
Western Australia. for many years, and
each one of them has been operating very
successfully. It is true that one of the
three--namely the W.A. Meat Export Works
at Robb Jetty-has not been owned and
operated by the State for many years. It
was in 1942 that the State came into
ownership of this concern, and the State
at that time acquired the works because
the private company which had owned
them and operated them until 1942 found
itself in difficulties and was not able to
face the future with sufficient confidence
as to cause the company to wish to con-
tinue in ownership and in operation of
these works.

Therefore, representatives of the com-
pany approached representatives of the
Government; and as a result of the dis-
cussions which ensued the Government
agreed to purchase the works; and, as I
have said, the works have been in
the ownership of the Government since
then and have been operated very success-
fully indeed under Government ownership
and operation.

The State Engineering Works at North
Fremantle were originally established by
the State in 1916, and they have been
owned and operated continuously ever
since by the State. Sufficient is it to say
in regard to these works that they played
a tremendously important part In rela-
tion to the war effort which was developed
in Western Australia from 1939 to 1945:
and they have continued to play a vital
part in the production of engineering
plant and equipment, particularly for
water supplies and other large-scale works
undertakings carried out by the Govern-
ment; and also carried out in many direc-
tions by private concerns.

The Wyndham Meat Works have a
history which is well known, particularly
to the cattlemen in the Kimberley. These
works were established in 1918 and they
have made a very valuable contribution
to the cattle industry in the far north-
west, and have made it possible for many
people engaged in cattle-raising in those
areas to get a better service and, I should
think, better prices for their cattle than
would have been possible had these works
not been established and had they not
continued to exist.

So it appears to me that in regard to
those three concerns now listed in the
Bill there are overwhelming arguments as
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to why no Government should have the
right, on its own initiative and of its own
decision to dispose of the undertakings, or
ally one of them, either by contract of
sale or under any leasing arrangement.

It is true that the State Engineering
Works at North Fr-emantle have been
slowed down under the policy of the
present Government. However, they are
still of great importance: and I say with-
out hesitation that they are a very great
Protection to the major works departments
of the Government. Therefore there is
every justification for those works to find
a place in this Bill in order that they
shall not be disposed of by sale or leasing
unless Parliament is first consulted and
first gives approval for any action in either
one of those directions.

On motion by Mr. Court (Minister for
Industrial Development), debate ad-
journed.

BETTING CONTROL ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [8.511:- I

move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill, which comes from another place,
has been introduced to rectify an anomaly
which has been found in that section of
the Betting Control Act which deals with
the licensing of bookmakers and their
clerks. That particular section of the Act
states who may and who may not hold
licenses; and the amending Bill deals with
that part which prohibits persons from
holding a license.

The section which the Bill seeks to
amend is that dealing with the licensees
of hotels, and the holders of gallon
licenses or spirit merchants' licenses.
When the Act was originally introduced
members were keen to see that no bet-
ting took place at all on licensed pre-
mises--that is, in a hotel or place where
intoxicating liquor was served. It was
found. when a similar Act was introduced
into New Zealand, that barmen and various
members of the staff of hotels acted as
agents for bookmakers, and Illegal betting
flourished.

But with regard to gallon licenses and
spirit merchants' licenses, no liquor is
consumed on the premises, and there would
be no possibility of the law being broken
in respect of those premises. It is found,
in the outback areas, that many of the
larger stores and warehouses, such as
Dalgety's, Elder Smith's, and Wesfaryners,
all have gallon licenses; and according to
the wording of the Act none of the staff
of those premises are able to hold a book-
maker's clerk's license, or take part in any
way in the operation of betting on the
course when races are held in those areas.

All the Bill sets out to do is to exempt
from the Act the holders of gallon licenses
and spirit merchants' licenses in respect
of a bookmakers' license or a bookmaker's
clerk's license. It will be noted that the
Bill is to operate in areas other than the
South-West Land Division. When it was
first introduced in another place that pro-
vision was not incorporated in it, but at
the request of the Minister for Mines, the
amendment was made.

There have been a number of occasions
at Carnarvon-and 1 am dealing only with
Carnarvon now-where persons have un-
knowingly broken the law in this regard.
As members can well imagine, there are
many people employed by firms such as
Dalgety's, Elder Smith's, and Wesfarmers
who would be suitable as bookmakers'
clerks; and it is niot a payable proposition
for a city bookmaker, or a bookmaker in
some other part of the State, to go to
race meetings in those areas and take
his clerk with him. Those bookmakers
rely on the local people to do that work,
and it is only natural that they should
look to men who are working in the
stores, such as the accountants, clerks,
bookkeepers, and so on, who can do the
job efficiently.

It is those people whom the Bill seeks
to cater for. The Act as it stands at
present is very severe in this regard, and
the section in question states-

The board shall not grant a license-
(a) to a person who holds, or to

a person who is employed in
any capacity by one who
holds, a license for the sale
of liquor under the Licensing
Act.

If that section were pursued to its logical
conclusion it would even cover those
accountants who are employed to audit
a company's books. For those reasons I
think members could'readily agree to the
Bill. I am sure it was never intended
that the Act should be so harsh in its
operation. This amending Bill is merely
to correct an anomaly, and I commend it
to the House.

MR. PERKINS (Roe-Minister for
Police) 18.571: Representations have been
made to me by various members in regard
to this matter, and I have no reason to
think that the position is other than has
been represented by the member for Gas-
coyne. I do not wish to be difficult in
regard to the matter; and I would em-
phasise, as the honourable member pointed
out, that the Act as it stands actually
prohibits the board from issuing a license
to the persons mentioned by him.

All the Bill will do will be to allow dis-
cretion to the Betting Control Board or its
successor. It will still be at the discretion
of the Betting Control Board, or thte
totalisator agency board which supplants
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it, to make a decision as to whether such
person is suitable for the balding of the
necessary license.
, In those circumstances, I do not propose
to offer any objection to the Bill. I think
we can go straight on with it. The posi-
tion is somewhat peculiar in the outer
districts of the State because there are
a limited number of people there capable
of carrying out some of the duties referred
to, and it seems unreasonable for Parlia-
ment to restrict the choice in those areas
where the number of people suitable for
carrying out such duties is limited.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

in Committee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
On motion by Mr. Norton, Bill read a

third time, and passed.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 22nd Novem-
ber.

MR. NULSEN (Eyre) [9.31: 1 listened
to the Attorney-General last night when
he made his introductory speech. I also
read the speech he made, and feel that he
gave a true exposition of the contents of
the Bill. In addition, I had a talk with
the Registrar of Companies, Mr. Mac-
farlane, and discussed the Bill with him.
He informed me that its provisions sought
to bring the law in Western Australia into
conformity with that in the Eastern
States-that is, in New South Wales,
Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and
Tasmania.

As a matter of fact, Western Australia
is the last State to have made such a pro-
vision in its law. The Bill contains an
amendment to the 1943 Act. So next year
when the 1950 legislation is Proclaimed
it will be repealed along with the 1943 Act,
which will mean that it will only be in
operation for twelve months. The meas-
ure provides for a more efficient means of
controlling and regulating the affairs of
companies generally known as vending
machine companies; and it also affects and
applies to unit trust companies.

The purpose of the Bill is to provide
more protection for the investor, who must
now register under the Companies Act and,
as a consequence, the Registrar will have
more power in seeking information that Is
necessary and thus be enabled to see what
is going on. I believe that in the Eastern
States most of these companies register
under the Proprietary Companies Act and

that, in consequence, neither the Minister
nor the Registrar is entitled to all the
details that are necessary to care for in-
vestors.

Personally I am not very keen about
vending machines, because I do not think
they have reached the pitch of effici-
ency that is required. As a matter of fact,
about a week ago I lost a shilling, I put
In a shilling to get some chocolates for my
grandchildren but nothing happened. I
did not get my chocolates, nor did I get
my shilling back. I heard of a man who
put in four shillings in the hope of getting
cigarettes. He was dying for a smoke, but
having put in his four shillings he did
not get any cigarettes at all; and at the
same time he lost his four shillings. The
Bill will be given a twelve months' trial,
because as soon 'as the new Bill is dealt
with this measure will be repealed.

Mr. Watts: Really speaking, it will come
up for re-examination.

Mr. NULSEN: We will then possibly be
able to see any weaknesses that it may
contain.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
On motion by Mr. Watts (Attorney-

General), Bill read a third time, and
transmitted to the Council.

MARRIED PERSONS (SUMMARY
RELIEF) BILL

Council's Amendments
Schedule of five amendments made by

the Council now considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Roberts) in the Chair; Mr. Watts (At-
torney-General) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. I
made by the Council is as follows:-

No. 1.
Clause '7, page 7, line 4-Delete

the words "all parties" and substi-
tute the words "any party."

Mr. WATTS: The Legislative Council
has made aL number of amendments to
this measure with most of which I agree.
In fact, some of them were the direct
results of discussions subsequent to the
passage of the Bill in this House betweepi
the Minister in Charge in another plac6.
myself and officers of the Crown Law
Department.
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But the first two amendments are not
in that category. Members will recall that
the Bill provided that the system of having
a justice of the peace sit with a magistrate
was to be preserved except In certain
eventualities, which were set out in the
Bill. One of those was that both the
Parties to the matter involved agreed that
the justice of the peace should not sit.
There was therefore to be agreement by
both the parties. The Legislative Council
has seen fit to alter that by deleting the
words " all parties" in clause 7. and substi-
tuting the words "any party". The situa-
tion now would be that the court shall
be constituted by a stipendiary magistrate
only where any party to the complaint so
elects.

While I have given no undertaking to
any justices of the peace association-or
any other association for that matter-
that there should be the retention of the
services of a Justice of the peace in cases
which come under this particular statute,
nevertheless, when copies of the Bill were
despatched to them for consideration, it
was indicated that the Bill had been the
result of careful consideration, and the
Government thought it was a satisfactory
measure as it stood.

In addition, for many years under the
Married Women's Protection Act there has
been the requirement that a justice of
the peace should sit with the magistrate;
and while this Bill proposes to minimise
that under the several headings in this
particular clause, I do not think it is
reasonable that the election of one party
should nullify the sitting of a justice of
the peace in these cases. For those reasons
I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Mr. NULSEN: I support the Attorney-
General's submission that the two parties
should agree if they do not want a justice
of the peace to sit with the stipendiary
magistrate. However, I do feel that if the
amendment is agreed to there will be no
Justice of the peace sitting with the
magistrate with the exception of a few
very rare occasions, because either party
can object to a Justice of the peace sitting
on the bench with a stipendiary magistrate.

I would not like to see the Bill lost be-
cause of this amendment as it is too valu-
able a measure. If it goes to a conference
there is always that possibility. So I am
hoping that the Legislative Council will
agree not to insist on its amendment.

Mr. TOMS: I support the Attorney-
Genera] on this Particular clause. The
Committee will remember that when we
were dealing with this clause in a previous
committee I was concerned about the
part a justice of the peace would play In
this court. It would be a retrograde step
to accept this amendment, because it would
have the effect of taking the justice out of

the court altogether when one party ob-
jected. I hope the Legislative Council will
not insist on its amendment, but will
allow the Bill to go through to give a
justice of the peace an opportunity of
being covered under clause 10.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-
ment No. 2 made by the Council is as
follows: -

No. 2.
Clause 7, page 7, line 4-Delete
the word "elect" and substitute
the word "elects."

Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the amendment be not agreed

to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to,
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-

ment No. 3 made by the Council is as
follows: -

No. 3.
Clause 14, page 15--Add after
subclause (5) a, new subolause to
stand as subclause (6) as fol-
lows:-

(5) An application may be
made under this section not-
withstanding t h a t matri-
monial proceedings have been
commenced by one of the
parties in a superior court.

Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

This amendment is one that came under
the category I mentioned where we had
some discussion and agreed it would be
desirable. It affects clause 14 of the Bill.
Clause 14 makes provision for the court
to be in a position to make variations to
orders; and it has been deemed desirable
to ensure that the court can make such a
variation, notwithstanding that matri-
monial proceedings between the parties
have been commenced in a superior court.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-
ment No. 4 made by the Council is as
follows: -

No. 4.
Clause 22. page 21-Add after
aubclause (4) a new subolause to
stand as subclause (5) as fol-
lows:-

(5) Without prejudice to
any of the foregoing provi-
sions of this section, where
any order sought to be en-
forced under this section, in-
cluding an order registered in
the Court, pursuant to section
one hundred and five of the
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Matrimonial Causes Act 1959
of the Commonwealth, does
not direct the manner of its
enforcement, that order shall,
on default, be enforceable by
imprisonment in the first in-
stance and the Provisions of
section one hundred and fifty-
eight of the Justices Act, 1902,
shall apply to that order, as
though the order directed that
the person in default should
be imprisoned.

Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

At intervals throughout this type of legis-
lation we have made reference to the effect
that might be caused by the Matrimonial
Causes Act of the Commonwealth which is
likely to come into operation during the
month of January next. This amendment
has been inserted to endeavour to dovetail
that legislation; and it provides where an
order made under the Matrimonial Causes
Act does not protect the manner of its
enforcement, it may be enforced under the
Provisions of this legislation. The matter
has been given careful consideration and I
understand it is a satisfactory way without
any pitfalls in dealing with the matter.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Amend-
ment No. 5 made by the Council is as
follows:

No. 5.
Clause 25, page 22, line b-De-
lete the words "section one hun-
dred and fifty-five of."

Mr. WATTS: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Mr. Nulsen,
Dr. Henn, arnd Mr. Watts (Attorney-Gen-
eral) drew up reasons for not agreeing
to the Coluncil's amendmients Nos. I and 2.

Reasons adopted mind a message ac-
cordingly returned to the council.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

In Committee

Resumed from the 17th November. The
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair; Mr. Perkins (Minister for
Labour) in charge of the Bill.

Clause 9-Section 29 amended:

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
on the clause after Mr. W. Hegney had
moved the following amendment:-

Page 7, line 4-Add after the word
"and" the following new subpara-
graph:-

(xv) awarding to an injured per-
son amounts in excess of
those prescribed for medical
and hospital expenses in the
First Schedule to this Act,

Mr. FLETCHER: I support the amend-
mnent because the present medical and
hospital expenses are inadequate; and that
is demonstrated practically every day as a
result of injuries sustained by employees
in various industries. Some cases are cured
more easily than others. A carpenter and
joiner came to see me because he had
exhausted his workers' compensation en-
titlements in regard to hospital and medi-
cal expenses. He suffered an accident
which resulted from a piece of timber
striking his forehead. He was lucky to
survive. The timber fractured his skull
and affected his brain. He is paralysed
and his sight is impaired. Without wish-
ing to paint too grim a picture;, I might
say the man is a physical wreck; and he
is broke, He sought medical aid not only
in Western Australia but in the Eastern
States. He spent his savings in travelling
to the Eastern States.

He .attempted to seek redress through
common law, but as there were no wit-
nesses to the accident he was not able to
do so; and that despite the fact that his
employer subsequently mutilated his hand
on the same machine.

It is humiliating for a man with ability
as a tradesman and a craftsman that this
man had, to be in the position in which
hie now finds himself. Hie is a new Aus-
tralian, and he brought his techniques to
this country. I have seen his workman-
ship, and he could teach a lot to many of
our tradesmen.

The Government should support the
amendment, which could act as an induce-
ment for other migrants to came here,
because the better our industrial and
workers' compensation conditions, the
greater our prospect of getting highly
skilled tradesmen and others to come here
as migrants. A working man who suffers
an accident can use his entitlement and
finish up with nothing. The member for
South Fremnantle illustrated the case of
a widow who ended up by getting a bill
for £15 after she lost her husband. There
is something radically wrong with the
workers' compensation set-up when such
conditions prevail in this State.

We have heard of the conditions in the
Eastern States. What migrant would
choose to come to Western Australia If
he knew a fellow migrant was 'suffering
the conditions I have illustrated? The
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Government should accept this amendment
to make Western Australia more attractive
from the point of view of compensation.

Mr. PERKINS: The effect of the
amendment will be to lift any limits off
the amount to be paid for medical or hos-
pital expenses; the amount will be left to
the discretion of the Workers' Compensa-
tion Hoard.

I am not sure that this amendment is
in order in this part of the Bill because
it seeks to insert a new subparagraph in
a clause which does not attempt to amend
the legislation in the manner suggested
by the honourable member's amendment.
I have very grave doubts whether the
amendment comes within the scope of the
Bill. However, as I am going to oppose
it I do not think it matters much one way
or the other. If members opposite wish
to debate this question, I think they should
debate it in the portion of the Bill where
I propose there shall be some amendment
of these conditions. I am not prepared to
accept this amendment in this part of the
Bill.

Mr. W. Hegney: Would you accept it
at all?

Mr. PERKINS: Let us talk about that
when we get to the clause dealing with
the schedule.

Mr. W. Hegney: Are You in favour of
the principle of the amendment?

Mr. PERKINS: Let us debate that later.
I say quite definitely that I am not pre-
pared to accept the amendment moved to
this clause by the member for Mt. Haw-
thorn.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister while an-
nouncing his rejection of the amendment
gave an invitation to members to debate
the matter in another part of the Bill.
But he refused to state his intentions to-
wards the principle involved.

This part of the Bill confers certain
powers on the board; and in my opinion
the amendment moved by the member for
Mt. Hawthorn can properly come within
this part of the Hill. The Minister must
know of instances where the provision for
medical and hospital expenses has been
inadequate.

The Workers' Compensation Hoard is
composed of an employers' representative,
an employees' representative, and an in-
dependent chairman who is a legal man.
This board considers and adjudicates upon
weighty problems. Not many years ago
Parliament set this board up as it is
established today, and it has functioned in
its present form over the years. No Gov-
ernment has seen fit to attempt to change
the composition of the board. I have
never heard any complaints about the
board. It makes momentous decisions, and
in the main its decisions are respected.

No matter how sympathetically disposed
the board might be in particular cases, it
cannot go outside the framework of the
Act. The amendment will give the board
discretionary powers; it does not say that
the board shall grant extra amounts of
money but that it may. The board would
inquire thoroughly into the circumstances
of each case before making a decision.

Surely the Minister is not going to deny
the urgent need for higher amounts to be
allocated to injured workers so that they
may receive the treatment they require in
order to recover as far as possible, if not
completely, from the injuries they sustain.
I point out to the Minister that to bring
an injured worker back to a state where
he has fully recovered from an injury and
return him to his employment would con-
stitute a definite asset to his employer.
There are many cases, however, where
workers suffer permanent disabilities and
therefore cannot perform the work on
which they were previously engaged. But
surely it is in the interests of the whole
State that every injured worker should be
returned to industry as well as hospitalisa-
tion and medical attention can make him.

The Minister claimed that the number
of such cases would be very small. I sub-
mit that that lends weight to the argument
that additional powers should be granted
to the board. I know that Ministers of
various Governments have had cases sub-
mitted to them by the Manager of the
State Government Insurance Office with a
recommendation to the effect that an ex
ratia payment should be made to enable

an injured worker to receive additional
hospitalisation and medical treatment
without the injured worker incurring any
extra liability. I think the amendment
moved by the member for Mt. Hawthorn
is a reasonable proposal which contains
necessary safeguards, and I am certain
that the power that would be granted to
the board would be exercised with the
greatest discretion. I cannot understand
the Minister's attitude to the amendment.

Mr. W. HIEONEY: As far as the appro-
priate place in the Act in which this
amendment should be inserted is concerned.
I am of the opinion that section 29 is the
section I desire to amend. It is rather
a long section because it deals generally
with the jurisdiction of the board. It con-
tains 14 paragraphs, and I draw the at-
tention of the members of the Committee
to several of them so that they may ap-
preciate what powers the board dots have
under this section.

Mr. Perkins: I have no amendments in
the Bill dealing with those paragraphs.
Why don't you bring down a Bill to amend
them?

Mr. W. HEONEY: I am speaking to the
amendment before the Chair. Clause 9
seeks to amend section 29 of the Act, which
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refers to the Jurisdiction of the board. The Mr, Toms drew attention to the slate
paragraph has been restated and the Min-
ister's amendment deals with the jurisdic-
tion of the board in regard to its discretion
to refer cases to the Full Court on matters
of law. For the moment I am referring to
the proper placement of my amendment,
which is merely a secondary consideration.
In my opinion the amendment could
rightly be placed in section 29 as para-
graph 15.

1 am not going to make another long
statement to prove that the amendment is
justified. I would Just remind members
once again that in Victoria workers are en-
titled to reasonable amounts for the pay-
ment of hospital and medical expenses.
There are no limits. Should there be any
dispute over the amounts granted, the mat-
ter is between the employer and the insur-
er. The worker is absolved from any
lialibity. In New South Wales there is a
limit set, but the workers' compensation
commission has jurisdiction and discretion
to award amounts In excess of those pre-
scribed In the Act for hospitalisation and
medical expenses. In South Australia, an
amount of at least £1,000 is made available
for medical and hospital expenses incurred
by an injured worker.

The Minister, in speaking to the amend-
ment, said it was not in the right place. I
would point out to him that, in response to
his appeal, I placed my amendment on the
notice paper. If the Minister agrees to
the principle of my amendment the ques-
tion of section 29 or the first schedule
being the right place for my amendment
is of secondary importance. Does the
Minister, on behalf of his Government.
agree to this fair and just amendment?

If the Minister indicates that he will not
oppose the amendment, the question of
whether it should be inserted in section 29
or the first schedule is of little conse-
quence. I hope the amendment will be
adopted by the Committee. The Bill con-
tains only two provisions that will benefit
injured workers. This is one of them.
which proposes to increase the rates pre-
scribed for medical and hospital expenses.

The Minister said there is only a small
percentage of cases in which the amounts
for medical and hospital expenses are ex-
ceeded. If that is so, why does the Minis-
ter hesitate to accept this amendment?
On the other hand, if there are a number
of cases occurring where workers are legal-
ly liable for the payment of medical and
hospital expenses, it is only fair and just
that those workers should be entitled to be
given consideration by the statutory auth-
ority constituted under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act. My amendment does not
make it obligatory upon the board to grant
a man any amounts for hospital and
medical expenses in excess of those set out
in the schedule. The decision is left to the
discretion of the board.

of the Committee.
Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister seems to base
most of his opposition to the amendment
on the assumption that section 29 is not
the proper place for the amendment to be
made. I consider it is an extremely ap-
propriate place. If members will study the
section it will be found that, in addition to
many other powers conferred on the board.
it also has power to deal with people
associated with the medical profession.
Among those powers, the board has juris-
diction to impose fines and it can set out
how the fines shall be imposed by a court
of a certain jurisdiction. The board can
also determine the amount of costs that
shall be charged for any action heard
before it. The amendment seeks to confer
an additional power on the board which
it will use in a discretionary manner. I
consider the amendment to be appropriate.

The Minister is opposing the amendment
to prevent it from being passed on its
merits. He has admitted that these cases
are Isolated ones. Very often when an in-
jured worker is treated by a doctor in a
hospital, the maximum amounts provided
under the Act become exhausted, and he
has to continue treatment under charity.
I know of cases where doctors have con-
tinued to treat injured workers after their
maximum allowance had been exhausted;
hospitals have done likewise.

Mr. Perkins: My amendments to clause
11 will cover this aspect.

Mr. MOIR: It would be simpler if the
Minister told us what they were.

Mr. Perkins: I shall tell you when we
get to that clause.

Mr. MOIR: I am discussing this clause,
not because it gives me personal pleasure.

Mr. Perkins: All you are doing is to
stonewall a Bill which seeks to help the
workers.

Mr. MOIR: I am doing nothing of the
sort. If the Minister was not so pig-
headed and discourteous we would get on
much better with the Bill. If he has a
solution to the problem he should tell us
at this stage.

Mr. BRADY: For many years the
amendment which we are endeavouring to
make to the clause has been in the
Workers' Compensation Act. Previously
the board did have the power to grant
amounts in excess of the maximum laid
down under the Act. All we are asking for
is the insertion of that provision into the
Act once more. It will not be a burden
on industry to have to pay amounts in ex-
cess of the maximum, because the cases
are isolated.

In many cases it is impossible for men
engaged in industry to pay the costs, over
the maximum provided, and they have to
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return to work with a debt. Recently the
secretary of a small union cited two cases.
One injured worker had a. debt of £40, after
the maximum medical and hospital ex-
penses had been exhausted. The other
case concerned a company which had its
own scheme of insurance, and that com-
pany agreed to pay one of Its injured
workers the medical and hospital expenses
which were over the maximum.

This amendment is in accordance with
the spirit of the Act, which is that the
board shall not be tied down by technicali-
ties or by the law. The board should have
the right to use its discretion, irrespective
of the precedents which have been estab-
lished. It should be given the right to do
the lair thing for the injured worker. This
Bill will relieve the insurers of their re-
sponsibility and liability, because it gives
them the power to contract out. Surely
the board should be given the power to
pay an injured worker the reasonable ex-penses over the maximum provided in the
Act.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result--

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Cur-ran
Mr. Evans
Mr. Pletcher
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawite
Mr. Heal
Mr. J7. Hegfney
Mr. W, Hegney
Mr. Jamieson

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Orayden
Mr. Gutbrie
Mr, Hearinan
nr, Henn
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lewis

Ayes-22.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moi
Mr. Not-ton
Mr. Nqulnen
Mr. Qidifeid
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Bowberry
Mr. Seweill
Mr. Toms
Mr, Tonkin
Mr. MAY

Nufl--25.
Mr. Mann
Mr. W, A. Manning
Sir Rose MeLarty
Mr. Natder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr, I W, Manning

I Teller.b

Mlajority against-2.
Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 10 put and passed.

Clause 11-First. schedule amended:

Mr. NORTON: I am seeking to Insert
three provisions in this clause. The reasons
have been outlined during my second read-
ing speech. One relates to the air fares
payable by an injured worker when he is
transported from a remote area to Perth
for treatment and hospitalisation. At
present such air fares are deducted from
his hospital and medical expenses.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have an amend-
ment which comes before those of the
member for Gascoyne. If he moves his
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first amendment, I am not sure that I
shall be able to move the amendment
which I have in mind to paragraph (a).

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
honourable member has a right to move
his amendment, but it does not appear on
the notice paper.

Mr. W. HEC*NEY: That is so. I oppose
paragraph (a).

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Mt.
Hawthorn will have to move his amend-
ment prior to the one to be moved by the
member for Gascoyne.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I move an amend-
ment-

Page '7, lines 25 to 28-Delete para-
graph (a).

The relevant portion of the principal Act
reads as follows:

Weekly payments including pay-
ments in respect of dependants shall
not exceed-

(A) in the case of a male worker
twelve pounds eight shillings;
and

(B) in the case of a female worker
nine pounds.

but in the case of a worker whose
average weekly earnings at the date
of the accident are less than the basic
wage the weekly payments shall be
the amount of those earnings,

The Minister desires to delete the words
"shall be." appearing above, with a view
to substituting the words "shall not ex-
ceed." It could be that a man who is
now receiving less than the basic wage
on the average will receive the amount
of his earnings even though it is less than
the basic wage. But the Minister proposes
that a retrograde step be made by the
inclusion of the words "Shall not exceed."
This would mean that in some cases in-
jured workers could receive a sum less
than they would receive under the Act as
it stands.

Mr. PERKINS: This is a cuse -where
there are two separate methods specified
in the legislation for the computation of
compensation for workers earning less than
the basic wage. Apparently it was an
error of drafting in the original legisla-
tion, and I1 am advised by the Workers'
Compensation Board that it is very diffi-
cult to interpret this provision sensibly.
The way it is interpreted at present is that
it shall not exceed the amount. If members
refer to Vol. 13 of Thec Reprinted Acts of
the Parliament of Western Austra lia, page
76, they will find the following:-

(Ill) In the case of aL worker whose
average weekly earnings at the date
of the accident are less than the basic
wage, such sum as bears to the sum
mentioned in subparagraph (I) of this
paragraph if the worker is a male
worker or to the sums mentioned in
subparagraph 0ii) of this parag-raph if

31099
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the worker is a female worker, the
ratio which his or her 'weekly earn-
ings bear to the 'basic wage, but so
that the weekly payment shall bie not
less than four pounds..

That is the method specified first in the
present legislation, and that is the method
adopted by the Workers' Compensation
Board.,. But the situation appears con-
tradictory to the wording further on.

This is not something which I have
-thought of on the spur of the moment.
It is advice which has came to me from
the board and is necessary in order to
clarify the legislation. I do not know of
a case which has bieen contested in the
courts under this legislation, but un-
doubtedly the courts would have some
difficulty in interpreting this part of the
schedule because the wording is so con-
tradictory. The only intention of the
amendment is to clarify that wording. I
have checked the p~osition with the drafts-
man, and the chairman of the board has
had long discussions with the Crown Law
Department drafting authorities, and this

,amendment has been recommended. I
therefore must oppose the deletion of the
words as proposed by the member for Mt.
Hawthorn.

Mr. MOIR: I have listened carefully to
the explanation given by the Minister for
his opposition to this amendment, and his
statement that the chairman of the board
is a little concerned about the position.
During my experience of a number of
years with this Act, I do not know of a
single case where trouble or worry has
arisen. I have spoken to other people who
are continually conducting cases before
the board and they confirm this statement.

Mr. Perkins: It is interpreted not accord-
ing to this section we are going to amend:
it is interpreted according to the other
provision in the schedule. The way it is
calculated is by the proportion of their
earnings to the basic wage.

Mr. MOIR: That may be so; but I
know there is provision elsewhere for a
calculation. However, under this pro-
vision it is stated quite definitely that
weekly payments shall be the amount of
those earnings, and "those earnings" mean
less than that of the basic wage.

There is also provision, of course, that
a certain formula must be applied-that
of 66* per cent. If that formula were
applied, there could be isolated cases where
a person who is receiving less than the
basic wage and in appropriate circum-
stances when being paid weekly payments
of compensation, could receive consider-
ably less than the amount which he was
earning. Everyone will agree that al-
though a person may be kble to manage
on a wage less than the basic wage, if he
were injured he would find it very difficult
to do so. I believe that this amendment
is a sensible one, and I am 'therefore in
favour of it.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. NORTON: I move an amendment--
Page 1-Add after paragraph (a) in

lines 26 to 29, the following paragraph
to stand as paragraph (aa), as fol-
lows-

(aa) by a dding after the word.
"~service"~ in line eight of
'paragraph (c) of the proviso
to paragraph (c) of clause
one, the words, "other than
aircraf t."

I was saying previously that an injured
worker who is transported from a remote
area to Perth for treatment, is usually
severely injured. As the Act stands at
present the amount of air fares for himself
and any esco'rts are deducted from the hos-
pital and medical payments. If an injured
man were being transported from Wynd-
ham, he could lose up to £212 5s. It is
easy to realise that hospital expenses would
soon mount up for such a person. It must
not be 'forgotten that an injured worker is
responsible for any medical or hospital
expenses incurred in excess of the statu-
tory amount mentioned in the Act. For
that reason we should endeavour to pro-
tect the few who will claim compensation
under the Act. Normally it would take
the seriously injured worker some time to
recover after he went home from hospital,
and the thought that he would have such
high bills to pay would not be conducive to
a quick recovery.

My first amendment seeks to provide
that the cost of air transport shall not be
deducted. In other words, other expenses
may be deducted from the hospital and
medical expenses but not the amount of
aircraft fares. The next amendments are
more or less self-explanatory,

Mr. RHATIGAN: I desire to support the
amendment moved by the member for
Gascoyne, It places workers in remote
areas, who may be unfortunate to meet
with an accident, on the same footing as
workers who meet with accidents around
the metropolitan area, The oases would
not be many, because ordinarily treat-
ment for accidents is available at hospitals.
But occasions could arise where it was
necessary for an injured worker to be sent
south for specialised treatment, and the
cost of air fares is exorbitant. I trust
the Minister will see his way clear to
agree to the amendment.

'Mr. PERKINS: I know this is a difficult
problem, 'particularly in the northern por-
tion of the State. I have discussed the
matter with the Chairman of the Workers'
Compensation Board, and with the Parlia-
mentafy Draftsman; and neither is very
'keen on the amendment moved in this
particular way. I have looked at the pos-
sibility of drafting something more ap-
propriate, but it is very difficult to arrive
at something that could not, in certain
circumstances, be abused.
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There are not many of these cases; but
I realise that considerable hardship could
occur if a worker were injured to the ex-
tent that urgent aircraft travel was neces-
sary, as a result of which the cost would cut
into the compensation and not very much
would be left available. If these cases were
going to apply only to the far northern
portions of the State we could perhaps work
something out. But in extreme cireurn-
stances one could imagine that a doctor
might specify specialised attention in an-
other State altogether. While these may
be extreme circumstances, it is the sort of
thing about which we have to be careful
when 'amending any clause.

As the clause stands at the moment I
have not been able to arrive at any satis-factory amendment. I do not regard the
amendment proposed by the member for
Qascoyne as satisfactory, and I am afraid
I cannot accept it at this stage. However,
I will have this clause further examined,
because I would like to get around this
particular difficulty if there is a satisfactory
way of doing so.

Mr. W. HEONEY: The Minister has not
given anything tangible to the Committee.
He says the amendment of the member for
Gascoyne is not satisfactory and would not
meet the position; yet he says he has been
to the Crown Law Department for advice,
and the officers there cannot draft any-
thing satisfactory. That does not go down
with me, and I do not think it goes down
with any member of the Committee. It
Is not an insuperable task to draft a simple
amendment to cover workers who are in-
jured to the extent that they have to travel
by air to far distant places for medical or
hospital treatment. If the Minister Was
disposed to agree to the amendment it
would not be insurmountable to insert the
words "Within the State", if he is afraid
that somebody may use an aeroplane to
obtain specialised treatment in one of the
Eastern States. The inclusion of the
words I have mentioned would meet the
position.

I feel, however, that the clause that has
been drafted by a legal practitioner in
conjunction with the member for Gascoyne
meets the position pretty well. Could not
the Minister accept the amendment, if he
feels so disposed and knows the justifica-
tion for It, and see how it works within
the next twelve months? If any loopholes
are f ound-and I do not think there will be
-the matter could be adjusted during the
next session.

The Minister says he Is not prepared to
agree ta it at this stage. At what stage
would he be prepared to agree? The
Premier has stated he is anxious to end
the deliberations of the House by Friday.
This is Wednesday evening. The Minister
asked us to place amendments on the
notice paper. The member for Gascoyne
had his amendments drafted about a week
ago and they have been placed on the

notice paper; and the Minister says this
amendment is not satisfactory and he is
not prepared to do anything at this stage.
He is postponing the matter-I am not
saying deliberately, but certainly not un-
consciously. I think he should say
whether he is prepared to agree to the
amendment or to reject it.

Mr. PERKINS: If I am pushed to that
point, I will have to say I cannot agree
to the amendment. The provisions In the
Workers' Compensation Act have operated
for a long time and this Bill goes a long
way as compared with Previous workers'
compensation legislation.

Mr. Moir: In what way?
Mr. PERKINS: Take, for instance, the

silicosis provision.
Mr. Moir: Don't give me that!

Mr, PERKINS: If the honourable mem-
ber does not like it, he can explain that
to any of his constituents when they are
debarred under particular provisions of this
Bill. There are Provisions later on in the
Bill where the benefits are extended to a
degree. There are odd eases where hard-
ship does occur under this particular pro-
vision.

Mr. J. Hegney: The injured worker
should have the benefit of the doubt.

Mr. PERKINS: It is not possible to grant
it at the present time. Once it is granted,
it is there permanently. It is not much
good granting it and taking it away next
year as not being practicable. I am not
prepared to accept the amendment.

Mr. MOIR: The Minister is running true
to form. He adopts a very parsimonious
attitude in these matters, despite what he
says about his generosity in this Bill.
When we sumn it all up. there is not very
much to it. The amendment of the mem-
ber for Gascoyne is one that is long over-
due. He has explained the circumstances
where Plane travel is sometimes required,
and the amount that is charged to the
person concerned; and one can see that
a grave injustice is being done.

The Minister mentioned that it might
have been more palatable if it had been
confined to the northern areas of the
State. But those are not the only far-flung
areas of the State. We have occasions
when people are injured while working ink
the mines at Ravensthorpe. We have had
some very serious accidents there. One.
could easily visualise, in such isolated-
Places, that it is necessary and imperative.
that an injured worker be flown to where
he can receive the requisite medical atten-
tion. A big programme of works is being
undertaken in the Esperance area; and
wherever machinery Is used there is
always the danger of an accident taking
Place. Likewise with other areas of the
State.
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The Minister says only a small number
of cases is involved. That is so; to my
knowledge there is only the isolated case.
It is something unusual when we bear of
somebody being flown away for medical
attention. But if these cases are small in
number, what difference should it make?
As the member for Mt. Hawthorn sug-
gested, if the Minister thinks somebody
may feel it desirable to fly an injured
worker to South Australia, a safeguard
could be put in the Bill. The amendment
of the member for Gascoyne has been on
the notice paper for a week. He consulted
with the parliamentary draftsman who
everybody knows is made available to
members of Parliament to assist themn in
drafting legislation. Surely the Minister
is not going to east a reflection on that
officer, because he is just as able as any-
body else in the Crown Law Department
to draft Bills.

The Minister has available to him
officers of the Crown Law Department who
prepare the legislation desired by the Gov-
ernment. If this amendment did not suit
the Minister in some particular respect,
he has had a week to consult his
officers and to explain his desires to the
Crown Law Department. Those officers
would have no difficulty in drafting the
necessary legislation to suit the Minister.
It appears to me that if the Minister has
given any thought to this amendment, he
has stewed over it for a week and has not
come up with any suggestions. I cannot
believe that he holds definite views
on this amendment and has expressed
those views with the Crown Law Depart-
ment. The Minister is timid of any in-
novation from this side of the House, and
it will not be accepted by him, no matter
how import-ant it is in the interests of
the people.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I feel that the Mini-
ster, even at this late stage, should give
way on this matter. This is a fair, Just,
and reasonable amendment. The Minister
admits that the cases involved would be
very few. Undoubtedly they would be.
We aire trying to attract people to the
north. Surely the worker who is prepared
to go up there and work under conditions
that do not prevail in city areas, or the
closer settled areas, is entitled to a little
protection if he is unfortunate enough to
be injured! In ordinary accidents, in the
case of a broken leg or a broken arm, he
can receive treatment on the spot. Doc-
tors would not send such cases south, and
the injured worker would not want to
come south unless it was absolutely essen-
tial. If the Minister is concerned with
the Provision getting out of hand, he
should include the words "within the
State." Surely, if the Minister has a spark
of humanity, he will agree to this amend-
ment, which is only Just!

Mr. NORTON: I am afraid I cannel
understand the Minister's attitude. It hE
well over a week since the amendment waE
first put on the notice paper, and thE
Minister has had ample time to study it
and also to get the Crown Law Depart-
ment and the board to study it. It if
only a simple amendment, but apparentl3
the Minister wants to put workers in thn
north-west, and other remote areas ci
the State, on a different footing to worken
in the city. in the city an injured workei
can be taken to the hospital by ambu-
lance; but in the remote areas, such af
Wihmna and places like that, it is not pos-
sible. The member for Murchison would
be able to tell us how workers in thosc
areas have to get to the hospital.

Why should workers at the Ord Rlvei
have to pay a portion of their medical and
hospital expenses because they have used
up their allowance in paying their air fares
to get medical treatment? The Minister
has no sympathy for these people. A doc-
tor in the North-West would not pass on
a patient for nothing.

Mr. Perkins: They don't get this in
other country districts and it is only a
question of degree.

Mr. NORTON: The Minister said that
in only three cases out of 1,000 were the
hospital and medical expenses exceeded.
That is for the whole of the State: and
we are asking him to agree to this amend-
ment which will affect only those workers
in the remote areas, which will mean that
they will have their aircraft expenses, over
and above the hospital and medical ex-
penses, paid. That would not affect many
people.

Mr. Perkins: You are nominating air
fares, as distinct from other forms of
transport, which is not desirable.

Mr. NORTON: What other forms of
transport could there be in the North-
West? In Places like Gerald ton and Kal-
goorlie there is decent hospital accom-
modation, and fast trains operate between
there and the metropolitan area. But
how can an injured worker be transported
from Wittenoorn Gorge, Marble Bar,
Wiluna, Wyndhamn, or the Ord River and
other places? Would they be transported
by boat or on the back of a, truck; or
would they be brought down in an am-
bulance by road?

Mr. Toms: Bring them down by wheel-
barrow!

Mr. NORTON: Is it not cheaper to pay
their air fares? The Minister for Indus-
trial Development talks about decentralis-
ing industry, and developing the northern
part of the State; yet the Minister for
Police wants to put workers in the north-
west on a6 different footing. He is being
Pig-headed in not accepting the amend-
ment.
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Amendment yput and a division taken
with the fof~lowing result:-

Ayes-23.
Mr, Andrew Mr. Kelly
Mr. Bickrerton Mr. Moir
Mr. Brady Mr. Norton
Mr. Curran Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Evans Mr. Olefteld
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Rhatgn
Mr. Hall Mr. Itowberry
Mr. Hawke Mr. Sewell
Mr. Heal Mr. Tomns
Mi'r. J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. May
Mr. Jamieson (Teller.)

Noes-25.
Mr. Boveil Mr. Mann
Mr. Brand Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. Burt Sir Ross McLarty
Mr. Cornell Mr. Nalder
Mr. court Mr. Nimmo
Mr. Craig Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Crommelin Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Orayden Mr. Owen
Mr. Guthrie Mr. Perkins
Mr. H3earrnen Mr. Watts
Dr. Henn Mr. Wild
Mr. Hutchinson Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. Lewis (Teller.)

Majority against-2.
Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I propose to move
an amendment at the end of paragraph
(c) in the linst schedule. It relates to
the amount of hospital and medical ex-
penses. The amendment is similar to the
one on the notice paper and it will read-

Provided the Board shall have dis-
cretion to award an injured person
amounts in excess of hospital and
medical expenses prescribed in the
schedule.

Previously the Minister indicated that the
amendment I have on the notice paper
would not be In the right Place; and I
know that you, Mr. Chairman, will suggest
that it has already been defeated by the
Committee.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
I would like the honourable member to
indicate where this will fit into the Bill.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It will fit in at the
end of paragraph (c) in the Bill, and at
the end of paragraph (c) in the first
schedule to the Act, on page 79.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): I think
the honourable member should give fur-
ther consideration to the drafting of it
because it does not fit into the Bill.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It fits in with the
Bill all right; have you got a copy of the
Act?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Yes:
but I suggest that the honourable member
have another look at it.

Mr. Brand: It is the honourable mem-
ber's own responsibility.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): I can-
not accept the Proposed amendment. It
must fit into the Eml; and at this stage
it does not do that.

Mr. W. HEONEY: With all due respect,
Mr. Chairman, I can fit the paragraph
either into the Bill or into the schedule
to the Act.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): We
have not been told what it is yet, or where
it can fit in.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I wanted you, Mr.
Chairman, to look at the Bill and the
schedule to the Act to get it clear. The
Minister said, when I introduced the previ-
ous amendment, that it was in the wrong
place, and that it should be in the first
schedule. I want to put that proviso at
the end of paragraph (c) in the schedule
because it refers to medical and hospital
expenses.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): I can-
not understand the amendment as it is on
the notice paper and I suggest that the
honourable member rectify it and in-
dicate where it will fit into the Act.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I have heard mem-
bers of the Government introduce amend-
ments without having them placed on the
notice paper.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): It is
not my responsibility to draw up mem-
bers' amendments.

Mr. Brand: Hear, hear!

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): The
point I am raising is that there is no
indication as to where the amendment will
fit into the Act, I will delay proceedings
until such time as the honourable member
rectifies the position.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I will not be a min-
ute; just relax!

The CHAIRMAN: (Mr. Roberts): I take
it that the member for Mt. Hawthorn is
not going to proceed with the amendment
he has on the notice paper.

Mr. W. Hegney: Which amendment on
the notice paper?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): To de-
lete the word "and".

Mr. W. Hegney:- The amendment I have
foreshadowed will come before the amend-
ment on the notice paper.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): No;, it
will not.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Might I explain that
the alteration of the amendment on the
notice paper will only be slight as a result
of the Minister indicating that the previous
amendment was in the wrong place in the
Act. I propose to add a Proviso after
Paragraph (c).

Mr. Perkins: It is in the wrong form.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Is the Minister pre-
pared to accept the principle?

Mr. Perkins: Not that principle.
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Mr. W. HEGNEY: Then there is no
point in proceeding with my amendment.
I. move an amendment-

Page 7-Insert after Paragraph (c)
in lines 33 to 36 the following new
paragraph:-

(Ca) by deleting the words "sixty-
six and two-thirds per centum
of" in lines five and six of
clause three.

That would entitle, the worker, when he is
partially handicapped, to the difference be-
tween what he was earning prior to the
accident or what he was able to earn and
what he was earning alter the accident.

Mr. PERKINS: This is another case
where the honourable member has gone
outside the scope of the Bill. There is
nothing in the Bill about amending clause
3 of the schedule.

Mr. W. Hegney: Yes there is.
Mr. PERKINS: It deals with that sep-

arate question. I remember in previous
BIMl which the member for Mt. Hawthorn
sponsored a provision along the lines of the
amendment he has now moved. If the
honourable member wanted to do this there
was nothing to prevent him from bringing
down a Bill of his own. I think it is pre-
sumptuous for him to want to tack this
provision on to a Bill 1. have introduced.

Mr. Moir: You think that everybody is
presumptuous.

Mr. PERKINS: members should recog-
nise there have been considerable exten-
sions to the Workers' Compensation Act
under this amending Bill. The ideal, of
course, would be to pay the full compensa-
tion; but that introduces certain new prin-
ciples which I do not wish to argue on this
clause. This is a principle which has not
been recognised- in the past; it is a new
departure, and it would encourage people
who were inclined to malinger to take ad-
vantage of the Workers' Compens ation
Act. I do not suggest there are many such
people.

Mr. Moir: Have there been any?
Mr. PERKINS: There are some; other-

wise we would not need penal provisions in
this legislation.

Mr. Moir: Do you know of any?
Mr. PERKINS: I1 have heard of some,

and I suggest no-one in this House would
hiave sympathy for such people. I am. not
prepared. to accept the amendment.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: You have not ruled
iny, amendment out of order, Mr. Chair-
mgga; but the Minister says it is not rele-
vant to the Bill. The last paragraph in
the Bill seeks to amend clause 3 of the first
schedule of the Act. All I seek to do is to
alter clause 3 in a small way to give the
injured worker something more than he is
entitled to at present in regard to the loss
of his earning power. The Minister says

this is a new- departure. It is- not; it is a
principle which we introduced, previously
and which was accepted in spite of his
opposition.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Curren
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. 1Egeir
Mr. Jamieson

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Oourt
Mr., Craig
Mr. Crommella
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hearman
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hutchinson.
Mr. Lewis

Ayea-fl.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulse~n
Mr. Olafield.
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowlberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tomes
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

6Teller.)
Noes--25.

Mr. MannL
Mr. W. &. Manning
Sir Rosw Met~arty
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Niramno
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Netil
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. I. W. Manning

(Teller.)

Majority against-2.
AmnendmentL thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Titl e put and pass ,ed.

Report

Bill, reported with an. amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 19$6O-19M1
In Committee of Supply

Resumed from the 18th November, the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. Roberts) in
the Chair.

Votes--Police, £,1,917,39:9 L a bour,
£23,710; Scaffolding, £11,001; Factories,
£37,690; State Insurance, £5; Native Wel-
fare, £379,654 (partly considered).

MR. 1. W. MANNING (Harvey) [11.19]
There is one matter which I desire tc
bring to the notice of the Minister foi
Police and to which I attach some import-
ance. It hazs been brought to- my notict
by the traffic authorities-and the police ir
my electorate that quite a number of thn
vehicles that are driven by natives an
not roadworthy; and in a number of in.
stances those vehicles have had to-be taker
off the road. It is the view of the authori,
ties concerned that, to a large extent, thesi
natives are .being tak~en down, by the peopl!
who. sell those vehicles. Most of then
are not worth the money which the native
pay. for them. They are not roadwortli:
and should never have been sold. Then
have been a number of accidents; and. ii
one a native's vehicle left the road anc
he was thrown into the irrigation chan
nel, which resulted in- his being inJurec
and drowned.
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This is a matter which is worth being
looked into by both the Native Welfare
Department and the Police Department to
see whether some action can be taken.
Perhaps the matter could be discussed
with the secondhand dealers or those
people who are selling these vehicles to
ensure that the vehicles sold to natives--
people who do not know much about the
mechanics of a vehicle-a-re in a road-
worthy condition. I would be* pleased if
the Minister would. take this, matter up
With the Native Welfare Department and
the Police Department with a view to
overcoming this problem.

I can assure the Minister that it is a
very real problem; and it has been brought
to my notice on several occasions by the
traffic authorities and the police. They
are very concerned about it and it Is
worthy of some attention.

MR. TOMS (Maylands) C11.,22)1: I want
to take this oppor 'tunity to once again
bring to the notice of the Minister for
Police the serious position which exists in
Maylands at the present time, and which
has existed for some months. Quite a deal
of trouble has been experienced in Eighth
Avenue because of the bodgie and widgie
element. Most members are no doubt
aware of a case which recently occurred
in Maylands; and that was the culmina-
tion of a series of events which have taken
place since the police station was estab-
lished at Bayswater.

The centre which used to be at May-
lands has been shifted to Bayswater. By
that I mean the fully-manned station at
Maylands was discontinued and there is
now a one-officer station at Maylands.
The central police station for that area is
considered to be the Bayswater Police
Station. BaYswater is an area of just on
11 square miles and it is a district that
is developing rather quickly at the present
time. Therefore, it is a full-time job for
the police in that area to ensure that order
is maintained; and they do not have time
to assist in the maintenance of order in
Maylands.

It is-J no't, dificult to imagine that where.
there is no proper police protection that
is the centre to which gangs such as these
descend. I 'believe there may be one or.
two members, in th-ose gangs from the May-
lands electorate, but the bulk of -them
come from~outside to where they feel there
Is less to be feared on account of insuf-
ficient protection. There has been
p~es ' ure for a, considerable time to have
the police at Maylands. increased;, and. I
believe the time has come when the Min-
ister, for Polkce should confer with the
Commissioner of Police, with a view to
having that done.

I do not altogether hold with the pub-
licity that has. been given to the case which.
qurred in Maylands. In MY electorate

there hre quite a number of Italian

families, and there is a. feeling of in-
security among them. As British sub-
jects, we do not have the same nature as
the people who came from Italy, In the
main they are excellent citizens, but un-
fortunately they have a trait in their
mrake-up which causes them to become
easily upset, The publicity given in the
Press to the case at Ivaylands and in re-
gard to incidents of vandalism show the
depth to which some of these gang mem-
bers will sink. The Italian community in
mny electorate have read or have had that
publicity interpreted to them and they are
beginning to feel insecure. Therefore, I
would ask that the Press be particularly
careful in reporting these cases because
those reports could have a tendency to put
a fairly large number. of these people on'
edge.

I know that from time. to time various
reasons have been given by Ministers as
to why the police at Maylands should
not be increased. However, members
of ,this Committee must realise the gravity
of the position by now: and there is
certainly a very strong feeling of. unrest
in the electorate of Maylands as well as
in many metropolitan districts in view of
what has happened at Maylands. There
seems to be a. terrific amount of public
feeling f or the person who Is now serving
time in gaol who, after a terrific amount
of provocation was, I believe, compelled
to do what he did. I do not think there is
a member of this Committee who, in
similar circumstances, would not have
taken the same action. I would ask the
Minister, particularly in regard to this
case, to make sure that everything possihle
is done to have the police strength in-
creased in the Maylands. area.

Whilst speaking on this matter I would
like to mention that the patrols have done
a particularly good job over recent months.
The trouble spot In Maylands is adjacent
to the railway line. Whatley Crescent runs
parallel to the railway line; and once the
police patrol is on the way, these gangs
just slip across into the railway yards;
and by the time the police dismount from
their bikes the majority of the gang mem7
hers- have vanished.

I most seriously appeal tp the minister
to take this matter up with the Commis-
sioner of Police with a view to at least
having the number of police at Maylandis
increased for the time being until we
can devise somne ways and means of en-
lightening these. groups of young people.
They are usually cowards on their own;
and it is not until they get into gangs that
they zn~e trouble. I would ask the Mini-
ister to give most serious consideration to
this request; for until such time as this
element which we have with us now is
cleaned. up, the public; not only in May-
lands but in every district of the State,
will not feel free to wal 'k down the foot-
path without fear of being mnolested.
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It has been said that these people have
to do something before the police can take
action. We all remember hearing about
men under the old illegal betting system
being pulled up in the lanes at the rear of
hotels for obstructing traffic. I venture to
suggest that there is many an occasion
when a group on Eighth Avenue, Maylands,
could be picked up by the police in one
fell swoop and charged in the same -way.

I believe it is the presence of girls in
the gangs that is causing most of the
trouble. These youths and girls could be
taken to the local police station and per-
haps the procedure to be adopted would
be to call in the parents of the children
concerned. I think some parents would
get a shock to know their children were
among these gangs, and it would have the
prospect of frightening the weaker ele-
ments away from the gangs and restoring
a little bit of order to our community.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) [11.32]: 1
wish to bring before the Minister the need
for a new police station, and barracks for
the police station, at Northampton. This
matter has been represented bo the de-
partment on several occasions; and if not
to the present Minister, then to the Min-
ister before him, The present Minister has
inspected the existing buildings-I use that
word for lack a better name. I suppose
the police station and the barracks at
Northampton would be the oldest in the
State. At any rate, it would appear that
way. I understand that the local authority
offered to make land available to the de-
partment for the purpose of erecting new
buildings on a site more suitable than,
the present one, since the present site is
below street level.

There is also urgent need for a court-
room where cases may be heard by a
magistrate or a local Justice of the peace.
Present facilities are very crude. The
present office is the one used by the staff ;
and justices meet in that office while
members of the public come into the
registrar's office to discuss business.

I urge the Minister to put some money
on the Estimates to have the eyesore, which
is in the main street of Northampton,
cleaned up, and to erect new buildings--
a gaol, a police court, and quarters for
local officers. These are urgently needed.

[The Deputy Chairman of Committees
(Mr. Crommelin) took the Chair.]

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) (11.34]: I
wish to say a few words concerning traffic.
I refer to a certain median strip which
seems to be causing a considerable amount
of annoyance, disgust, and even nausea, in
certain quarters. I have heard this strip
described as a twisting, turning, writhing,
winding monstrosity. I imagine that when
the strip was conceived it was not imagined
that it would cause the greatest amount
of annoyance to the greatest number of

people. I imagine the idea behind its
construction was to promote safety among
pedestrians and vehicular traffic.

I cannot imagine that any responsible
engineer in any Public Works Department
would set out to erect something on an
important highway in a town of this de-
scription merely for the sake of having
his work discarded or interrupted in the
middle of it, and causing annoyance to
the public. I remember asking the Min-
ister for Police a series of questions about
this strip, on the 13th September, 1960.
They were as follows:-

(1) How many accidents have taken
place on that part of Stirling
Highway on which the median
strip exsts--

(a) involving vehicles:
(b) involving pedestrians since

the construction of the
strip;

(c) for a comparable period
prior to the construction of
the strip?

(2) f-low many complaints have been
received by the departments con-
cerned since the inception of the
strip from the following:-

(a) vehicle drivers;
(b) pedestrians;
(c) tradespeople on highway ad-

jacent to strip?
(3) Is it a fact that the deviations of

the strip from the parallel with the
sides of the highway follow the line
that a vehicle would take in over-
taking a stationary bus without re-
stricting the traffic space for that
vehicle?

I imagine that the answer to the last
question, in the engineer's mind, was that
it was to enable a following vehicle, when
overtaking, to get past a bus stationary
on. a straight highway without causing any
undue traffic hazard.

I might say that I have for some con-
siderable time observed traffic on that
portion of the highway, while waiting for
a bus to convey me to this House. I have
been trained to observe traffic and to fore-
stall what could be a traffic hazard, and
I might say that a remarkable job is
being done. The answers to my first
question were as follows:. The Minister
explained that accidents involving vehicles
numbered 11; accidents involving pedes-
trians were nil. For the same period in
1959, accidents Involving vehicles num-
bered 12; involving pedestrians, nil. The
difference of one in that same period
might not appear to be a very great differ-
ence. But the difference works out some-
thing like 84 per cent., which is really
something when we come to consider a
reduction in the incidence of accidents.
In answer to my second question the Min-
ister pointed out that complaints from
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vehicle drivers were nil; complaints from
Pedestrians were nil; and complaints from
trades People on highways adjacent to
strip numbered four.

It seems to me that the Objection of
tradespeople on the highway adjacent to
the strip stems from an objection to a
strip of any description; not only a
tortuous, writhing, waving monstrosity.
They would consider that any strip at all
would be interfering with their business.
The member for Claremont mentioned
that he had observed a near-accident in-
volving a cycle, a bus, and a heavy truck.
The sequence was that the cycle came sud-
denly out of a side street; the bus observed
him and had to swing right to avoid him;
and the heavy vehicle following the bus
had to nearly mount the strip to avoid a
serious accident.

It is a strange thing how People strive
to evade their obvious negligence by build-
ing up a series of events. In the first
Place there was negligence on the part of
both the following drivers; first of all.
in the bus not observing that the cycle
was coming from a side street. If it had
been a heavy vehicle coming from a side
street an accident might have occurred.
It is the responsibility of all drivers follow-
ing other vehicles to observe the move-
ments of these vehicles, and the fact that
the heavy truck had to swing late and
almost mount the strip shows that the
truck driver was not paying due attention
to his driving.

In this respect, I have observed that
most vehicles of certain descriptions exceed
the speed limit, as far as I can judge. It
may not possibly be known by everybody
that the speed limit in certain areas
varies according to the weight of the
vehicle. The schedule to traffic Regulation
No. 240 point out that a vehicle up to three
tons is classified as an ordinary vehicle.
There is not a speed limit outside towns.
but such vehicles have a speed limit inside
a built-up area of 35 miles per hour.
Exceeding three tons but not exceeding
seven tons, within towns, 30 miles per
hour; and outside, 40 miles Per hour.
Exceeding seven, but not exceeding 13, 25
miles Per hour within a built-up area, and
35 miles per hour outside. Exceeding 13
tons, a vehicle is limited to 20 miles per
hour within towns, and 30 miles per hour
outside.

My attention was drawn to an article
on this matter which I read last week end.
The article stated, amongst other things,
that puny fines did not slow big wagons.
I consider that the newspaper concerned
is doing a work of public importance by
bringing these matters before the authori-
ties. The article said that the driver of
a 20-ton wagon and trailer had crashed
into two stationary cars, killing a girl and
injuring three passengers. The driver was
fined E10.

I remember asking the Minister bow
Regulation No. 240 was policed. The Min-
ister told me it was policed by several vans
which were equipped with speedometers
and loadometers which were necessary for
the patrolmen to carry out their work.
Ordinary traffic patrols were also used, but
I would point out that these patrols are
not properly equipped to deal with this
problem. For instance, a traffic policeman
on a cycle cannot estimate the weight of
a vehicle, and therefore he cannot fix the
speed at which a heavy vehicle might be
travelling.

For some time past I have sat for 20
minutes daily between the hours of 9.30
and 10.30 a.m. on Stirling Highway and
have never yet seen one of these police
vans travelling along the highway. How-
ever. I have certainly seen many heavily-
loaded vehicles exceeding the speed limit:
I have seen many of them overtake ordin-
ary saloon cars. Those trucks would have
a weight varying from 5 to 20 tons. Fromi
my observations, those vehicles appeared
to belong to large haulage contractors,
and I can imagine that a driver of such
a vehicle would be exceeding the speed
limit in order to make as miany trips as
possible during the day, because he would
probably be paid according to the work
that he did. This is one example where
incentive payments have proved to be a
detriment to the safety of the general
public, If the safety of the community
is to be jeopardised merely because the
driver of a truck wishes to earn a few
extra pounds, something should be done
to stop this practice.

I hope the Minister will pay due atten-
tion to this aspect of traffic problems and
I also hope that when a decision is made
in regard to the median strip, it will be
allowed to remain where it is, I have dis-
cussed this median strip with people who
have been waiting for a bus in Stirling
Highway. I asked their opinion on it
without giving them any indication that
I was a member of Parliament. I have
never had an adverse opinion expressed
on the strip by anyone I have interviewed.
There are a few disgruntled tradespeople
on the highway, but their dissatisfaction
does not present sufficient weight to re-
move this median strip which has done
such an excellent job in segregating east-
bound and west-bound traffic.

The fact that I can take refuge on the
median strip when crossing the highway is
a matter of considerable comfort to me,
and I am sure that a woman would feel
the same satisfaction when she was making
a crossing of the highway. However, if
speeding heavily-laden trucks are to con-
tinue to overtake saloon cars and other
vehicles travelling along the highway, even
the median strip will not be of much
benefit in providing some measure of safety
for pedestrians who are desirous of crossing
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Stirling Highway. It is time that more
attention was paid to the speed of heavy
vehicles in built-up areas. I know it is a
problem that exists in every, town in the
State.

Another practice which is causing many-
accidents and which is occurring too fre-
quently is that of drivers of trucks and
other commercial vehicles falling asleep at
the wheel. This -is another instance which.
points to the fact that special legislation
is necessary. The drivers of these vehicles
are driving for periods that are too long
to ensure that they are operating their
vehicles efficiently and safely. Therefore,
steps should be taken to lessen these traffic
hazards. The penalties for traffic offences
should be increased. A fine of £10 is a
paltry sum to be imposed against a driver
who has been responsible for killing or in-
juring, several people in a traffic- accident,
and it is time the Act was amended.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth). [11.501:
Under this vote I wish to raise a matter
which concerns the natives of our State.
The vote- under this division is an extreme-
ly large one; namely, £379,654. Yet it
would seem that none of this money is to
be spent on the most deserving of our
native Population of Western Australia.
My statement in that regard is based on
an article iii the Sunday Times, dated
the 23rd October, 1960: This article re-
ferred to an interview with the Director of
Native Welf are, and it is as follows:-

Native Beggars Huge Problem.
Nearly 2,000 natives on the eastern

Goldfields are becoming- economically
useless beggars . .. and it seems noth-
ing can be done to help them.

If there is any solution, the Com-
missioner of Native Affairs, Mr. S. 0.
Middleton, would like to know It.

Mr. Middleton has just completed a
4,600-mile tour of the outback, inves-
tigating how natives are living.

Yesterday he told me he had re-
turned to Perth with two main im-
pressions:

The natives of the north were a
fine people and there was no real
problem with them.

On the eastern Goldfields the
natives were living under appal-
ling conditions.

And-this is the most significant part of the-
article-

There are 1,850 of them and Mr.
Middleton doubts. if 100 are employed
even casually, or seasonally.

Most of the rest have become. or are
becomthg beggars. There is no alter-
native.

With native logic they have decided
the white man owes them a living.

They are not allowed by law to work
underground in the mines--and right-
ly so, in Mr. Middleton's opinion, for
they are not yet capable of accepting
such responsibility.

Limited.
In any case, there would be very

limited opportunities in the mines.
There is even less on the surround-

ing stations of the semi-desert and the
marginal country.

These are mostly light carrying
sheep stations which do not need
labour except for shearing and mus-
tering.

Mr. Middleton told, me It had been
suggested the Government should es-
tablish community pastoralist proper-
ties, or farms in the ma.rginal areas for
the natives.

But what chance had they of malk-
ing a living or developing, he asked, on
the type of country which had ruined.
many experienced white farmers?

Native children in the Goldfields
area are being given an education, just
as are those in the North.

But what use is it to educate a boy
and then say: "Well, you've got your
education, Jackie, but there's no job
for you."

Another alternative is to move them
in a mass-forced -migration.

But the native himself would have
something to say about that.

This is a free country. These are his.
traditional tribal grounds. He sees no
reason for leaving them.

The white man owes him a living. It
isn't his problem. He is quite happy
with an occasional handout.

And that is why the Commissioner
said again: "It's an insoluble problem,
but it has to be solved. Anyone who
can find a solution will take a great
weight off my mind."

In the North how different every-
thing is!

The commissioner then went on to de-
scribe, as reported in this article, what he.
had witnessed in the north.

It would appear to me-andI think other
members of the Committee would agree-
that is an extraordinary state of affairs, at
this particular time, several 'Years after a
Select Committee had pointed these mat-
ters out to the then Government, that the
Commissioner of Native Welfare should go
on a 4.600 mile trip throughout the out-
lying Parts of Western Australia to discover
1,850 natives, only 100 of whom are em-
ployed. In other words, the remaining
memibers of that group of 1,850 natives
are endeavouring to eke out a living by
constantly begging supplies from one
mining town to another.
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The position in Australia is that we have
spent some £360,000,000 or more, under
the Colombo Plan, to make money avail-
able to overseas countries to people who,
in almost every instance, are far less deser-
ving than our own aborigines, particularly
those in Western Australia. We have a
problem, as far as these 1,850 natives are
concerned, almost comparable with, say,
the Arab refugee problem in Israel. Yet
the commissioner has said, in so many
words, that there is nothing we can do for
them. He has said they represent an in-
soluble problem and apparently nothing is
going to be done.

This is despite the fact that, tonight, we
intend to pass a vote of £319,654 for native
welfare in this State and yet the most
deserving of them-1,850 in number-are
going to have nothing done for them.
Every one of them is entitled to receive
social service benefits if the State could
only establish a communal property on
which they could reside. The Government
could take up a 200-aere "hiome-
stead' block on an existing pastoral pro-
perty, pay a lease fee of 6d. an acre and
such a property could become a home for
these natives. A well could be put down
on that property which would provide
sufficient water to irrigate several acres
of the land on which vegetables could be
grown.

In other words, we would provide a place
to which these people could go when no
seasonal work is available to them. Every
one of. those natives is entitled to receive
social service benefits if he has. a fixed
address. Today they are nomads in order
to survive and, as a result, they are not
entitled to obtain social service benefits.
If, as a group, they were placed on a
pastoral property, each and every one of
them could draw social service benefits
and they could work on that property
on, say, market gardens, under supervi-
sion. In such circumstances they would
earn whatever benefits they received.

If an area of 200 acres could be taken
over from the leasehold of any pastoral
property, it would not interfere with the
activities of the station-owner who held
that leasehold. Apart from the sinking of
a well, and the provision of irrigation
piping, etc., a few sheds and- other build-
ings would also- have to be erected for use
by the natives. Prom then on the only
expense would be the wages of a white
supervisor. He could be equipped with, say,
a Land Rover on which he could take out

'arties. of kangaroo-shooters, etc. and
§umh- a vehicle would also provide the

natives with a means of transport to travel
to the various pastoral properties where
work is available. He could alIso- supervise
the work in the gardens.

if that were done and the Common-
wealth paid social service benefits tQ the
ab~origines to which they are entitled, a
store could be established on the property.

The Conunonwealth Government. wants
them to receive these benefits, because it
has amended the statute to enable that to
be done. With this money the natives
could pay for the goods they purchased
from the store, and the profit from the
sale of goods could be used to provide
amenities for them and even pay the wages
of the white -supervisor.

It would be better if the 1.850 natives
were not given a hand-out; it would be
better If they were required to do work in
return for the social service payments.
Further, under the proposal I made they
would be able to receive medical treat-
ment which they are not getting at pres-
ent. As a result of a recent medical in-
vestigation we know that 77 per cent. of
these natives are afflicted with trachoma,
and 25 per cent. are afflicted with
yaws. Here are 1,850 natives walking
about under those conditions, and the
Commissioner of Native Welfare says it
is an insoluble problem and he cannot sug-
gest anything which will help these people.

I consider the Government should make
an attempt to do something for them.
It could achieve that object by simply
establishing the type of property I pro-
Posed. We had an example at Cosmo
Newbery which had a good supervisor
named Tilbrook. He had an acre or more
of vegetables. Any natives requiring food
had to work in the garden. This man pro-
duced wonderful vegetables, and he sup-
plied the needs of the town. The abori-
gines were happy working in the garden.
Unfortunately he had to leave, and the
settlement was handed over to one of the
missions. Immediately the gardens were
neglected.

At the same time at Cosino Newbery a
large number of fowls were kept. It was
found to be a highly economical proposition
because wheat could be sent up from the
wheatbelt cheaply. The egg and poultry
supplies to the surrounding towns and
mines were furnished by this undertaking.
There is no reason why we could not estab-
lish an egg pulp industry in that area,
because the cost of freighting wheat is
not great. The natives could provide the
labour at a low cost, and there is no
reson why hundreds and thousands of.
fowls could not be kept there.

At Werribee, in, Victoria, about 20 years
ago one poultry farm ran 250,000 head of
poultry. If it is the desire of the Govern-
ment to establish an industry in- the
Laverton district, this is an industry which
lends itself to the circumstances. It is one
wich requires a lot of- labour. It has
been proved that fowls are extremely
profitable up there.

I amr taking this matter up to emphasise
that 1,850 natives are in that area, They
have been seen in the last two or three
weeks by the Commissioner of Native Wel-
fare. He has virtually admitted that
nothing can be done for them, and his
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department cannot see any way to do any-
thing for them. That is an extraordinary
admission. In view of the fact that this
vote of £379,654 is being discussed, we
should give more thought to the natives
to whom I am referring.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [12.5 a.m.]:
A short time ago an article appeared in
The West Australian regarding road trans-
port to Wittenoom Gorge, carting perish-
ables on the forward journey and asbestos
on the return journey. The article gave
the impression that this method of trans-
port would permit the sale of cheaper
goods in the town. The particular perish-
ables service had been operating for some
two years. I do not know whether the
Minister can tell us what saving in the
cost of these goods would be effected, as
compared with the cost of the perishables
when they were transported under the old
system.

This matter brings up the issue of air
subsidy. The people in those areas have
received a perishables air subsidy for a
considerable time. That was instituted to
enable perishables to be sent there at
reasonable cost. For many years we fought
for this subsidy, and eventually we obtained
it. I know it involves a considerable
amount each year, but is is not the only
service in this State which is subsidised.
Probably very few other subsidies are as
deserving as this one.

According to the newspaper article, that
air subsidy will be cancelled. From the
remarks made by the Minister it can be
reinstituted should anything happen to the
road transport system. The best course
for the Government to adopt would be to
have both systems of transport. If road
transport was much cheaper than air
transport people would buy the goods trans-
ported by road, and the Government would
be lable Lto save on the air subsidy. In the
ev~nht)of a breakdown in the road transport
system, with the air subsidy cancelled,
there would be considerable delay between
the time when supplies by road were in-
terrupted and the reintroduction of the
air subsidy.

Mr. Perkins: What reason have you for
saying that?

Mr. BICICERTON: I have a fair reason.
I have a copy of a letter from the Table-
land Road Board addressed to the Min-
ister. It refers to a letter from the Trans-
port Board. It states--

Attached please find copy of a letter
received by this board from the W.A.

.CTansport Board in connection with
the proposed new road transport ser-
vice from Perth to Wittenoom.

I am instructed by thia board to
acquaint you with its deep concern at
the intention of the Goverrnent to
cease the air subsidy at present in
force. While it Is appreciated that

"favourable consideration" will be
given to reinstatement of the subsidy
in an emergency, it is felt that in the
interim period between the start of
such an emergency and the reinstate-
ment of the subsidy the people in this
area may be subject to considerable
hardship and expense.

'This board asks if you would con-
sider making such reinstatement
automatic upon notification of road
closurre. It is realised that a foolproof
and speedy system of notification, both
of the start and finish of road closure
would be essential but this should not
be difficult to achieve.

Because the Transport Board has indica-
ted it~ would give favourable consideration,
I am led to believe that a delay could occur.
The reason I am mentioning this is that
the Minister might be able to give an
assurance when he replies that that would
not be the case.

Mr. Perkins: It has already been an-
nounced there will not be any delay.

Mr. BICKERTON: I know, What does
the Minister mean by "favourable con-
sideration?7"

Mr. Perkins: You are quoting what some-
body else said. You will find that in the
Press announcement I said there would not
be any delay.

Mr. BICKERTON: I mentioned the
article in the Press, and I referred to
the letter from the road board because L,
too, am fearful that the delay might not be
slight but rather considerable. Another
point arises from this: There is no reason
why both systems should not apply. People
up there receive goods from the various
firms in Perth, such as Bairds and Boans,
which take the goods to the aircraft. There
are two, three, four, and in some cases five
air services per week, which means that
the people in those centres can obtain
their fresh greens on any of the planes. If
these goods can be obtained cheaper under
the road transport system, those requiring
their perishables carted by road transport
wvill take the opportunity of getting these
goods cheaply. People who require more
regular supplies of perishables, or who like
to deal with the firms they have been deal-
Iny with in Perth, should be able to
continue to do so.

It is not asking too much to have an
alternative system of supplying the people
there with perishables. The proper way
to go about this is to have road transport
by all means, but the air subsidy should not
be cancelled. If the air subsidy is retained
it would come into operation automatically,
as soon as something interrupted the road
transport service. That Is the sensible way
to meet the situation, and the Government
will make a saving, because if greens are
available more cheaply when transported
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by road, people will not worry about air
freight. At least if the air freight subsidy
is retained it will be available when re-
quired.

I san mentioning this matter because it
seems to be the policy of the Government
to bring about a greater use of road trans-
port services in that area. This problem
will crop up in every town there. Let the
people have an alternative method of
obtaining their perishables.

Another matter on which the Minister
might give mec some information is the
new system of road transport which has
been brought about by the calling of
tenders recently. The operator who had
been conducting the transport service
worked up his business to where it is at
present. Without doubt he has experienced
many difficulties. It could be said that he
was a pioneer of the road transport service
to the town of Wittenooin. I undertand
many problems of refrigeration arose. It
was difficult to buy a suitable refrigeration
unit which could do the job on the very
rough roads. Problem of cracked pipes
and leaky gas cylinders used for ref rigera-
tion on the way up arose. The refrigera-tion firms in Perth got together and over-
came the problems.

I understand this operator applied for
an increased loading with the object of
putting his business on a firmer basis. The
outcome was that the Transport Board
called tenders for this service, but I do
not know the reason for the calling of
tenders. When a person has built up a
business, tenders should not be called by
the board. I thought that it was the
policy of the Transport Hoard to permhit
operators who were giving a reasonable
and satisfactory service to canry on.

I have received letters, as has the
Minister, from some organisations in the
town which were satisfied with the service
given by this operator. Perhaps the
Minister can give us the reasons why
tenders were called: and if the business
has changed hands, tell us the price in-
volved, and the extent of the saving to the
people as a result of the change in opera-
tors. No matter what mistakes the present
operator may have made, he did put con-
siderable time and money into working up
this business and I would be interested to
know just what reason the Transport
Board had for calling tenders.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [12.15 a.mn.J: I
would like to say a few words about traffic.
I am sure we must all agree that the
number of road deaths and serious acci-
dents which is taking place is appalling.
We cannot exercise much control over
people travelling outside the metropolitan
area, but I hope there will be some
tightening up of the control on the metro-
politan roads.

Anyone who has travelled on the metro-
politan roads and highways knows full well
that a very low standard of driving is
displayed by some drivers of vehicles. We
have only to travel a few miles to observe
various types of serious breaches of the
Traffic Act. One reason for those breaches
is that there are not enough patrolmen
engaged on the roads. I do not know the
number of patrolmen available to the Traf -
fic Department, but I do know we can
travel along Stirling Highway or Canning
Highway repeatedly without seeing one
patrolman, even during the busy periods.
On odd occasions we will see two or three
patrolmen within a short distance.

There seems to be no regulated method
of control, but it is remarkable how driving
manners and methods improve when a
patrolman happens to be around. How-
ever, when there is no patrolman, Raf-
ferty's rules apply. I have seen people
making a left-hand turn from the inside
lane and others making a right-hand turn
from the left-hand lane. Another very
common breach made every day is that of
overtaking a vehicle without giving any
indication. It is evident that drivers of
vehicles equipped with mechanical appli-
ances for signalling are too indolent to
switch them on.

Vehicles are driven at excessive speeds:
and I venture to suggest that if the maxi-
mum speed permissible were 50 miles, there
would be some who would desire to go at
60. Heavily-laden vehicles travel at ex-
cessive speeds, and at the same time they
keep towards the centre of the road. Of
course, some drivers of heavily-laden vehi-
cles observe all the regulations meticulously
and are most courteous. But it is the odd
transgressor who should be apprehended.
It does not take much imagination to
realise that if some mechanical fault oc-
curred or some sudden emergency arose,
the driver of such a heavily-laden vehicle
travelling at a high speed would have no
chance of stopping, because the speed and
the weight of his load would make it im-
possible for him to pull up within a reason-
able distance.

I have seen patrolmen travelling in the
opposite direction pass a heavily-laden ve-
hicle travelling at a high speed, but they
have not seen fit to take any notice Of
the breach. I do not know whether it is
an unwritten law that these vehicles are
permitted to travel at high speed, but it
certainly should not be.

I know that you, Mr. Deputy Chairman,
consider the median strip a bugbear. At
first I was critical of the strip; but, having
travelled on it at least twice a day, I have
come to believe it is doing a fairly good
job, if in no other way than by impressing
upon motorists the danger which exists.
They seem to drive more carefully along
that section of the road than on other
sections of It.
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I do not wish anyone to gain the im- attitude was taken because it was now
pression that I am condemning all motor-
ists. There are many efficient and cour-
teous motorists on the road; but it is the
odd individual who is a menace not only
to himself but to everyone else who is on
the road. There is only one way to deal
with such people and that is make them
subject to the closest supervision. When
they. transgress the law they should be
apprehended and dealt with accordingly.

Only this morning I was travelling be-
hind a vehicle which was weaving in and
out of the traffic. The driver was evidently
not looking in his rear-vision mirror be-
cause, for quite a distance, a traffic con-
stable was trailing him. At one stage the
driver of the vehicle swerved in front of
the constable who had to cross the double
lines to avoid an accident. It was some
time before the constable was able to pull
the driver to the side of the road where
he appeared to deal with him. At least
he had his book in his hand.

The amendment which has been made to
the rule governing intersections is having
some very undesirable effects. The regula-
tion is not widely known, although it has
become more widely known in recent
months than it was previously. I think
that the regulation is No. 91A; and it
states, in effect, that the first vehicle on
the intersection has the right of way. It
does, of course, then go on to say that at
all times drivers must give way to their
right. But the first vehicle at an inter-
section has the right of way. Of course, it
is a very hard matter to determine some-
times which was the first vehicle on the
intersection; and I believe that if the
regulation were more widely known there
would be far more accidents at intersec-
tions because a driver arriving at an inter-
section sLlghtly before another driver
would endeavour to go across or to make a
turn.

I have been made aware of one bad
effect of this regulation. A young lad
came to me because he had had an acci -
dent. He believed he bad the right of
way at an intersection because he was
arriving at the intersection of James and
Beaufort Streets travelling west. The
traffic was halted on the inside lane wait-
ing to turn right and was to give way to
him. He proceeded to go across, but
another vehicle came up alongside and
collided with him, although he was nearly
over the intersection. He was offered by
the insurance company something less
than two-thirds of the cost of the damage
to his vehicle.

I received the legal advice, after having
made inquiries, that it would be wise for
this young fellow to accept that amount
because in those cases when they went to
court, the presiding person awarded only
two-thirds of the damages to the party
who was considered not at fault. That

considered that such a person must always
be one-third liable for an accident at an
intersection. I do not know how that line
of reasoning is reached but I am assured
by the Traffic Department that it is being
followed in all these cases.

One can understand the difficulty a per-
son experiences in obtaining witnesses.
Although there may be quite a number
around when an accident occurs, the wit-
nesses then drive off, and the person who
is seeking the witnesses is left with none
at all. It usually results in his word
against that of the other driver. There-
fore a very undesirable situation has
arisen, and the insurance companies are
capitalising on it, knowing that if a party
takes the case to court he will in any case
only be awarded two-thirds of the
damages. The insurance companies there-
fore offer something less than two-thirds
of the amount, which has to be accepted.
I leave those few thoughts with the Minis-
ter.

I pass on now to the question of natives.
Anyone living on the goldfields cannot
help but be concerned with the plight of
the natives. As previously pointed out by
the member for South Perth, there is very
little work available for those people.
Some do obtain seasonal work on stations,
but when it is finished they are put off and
left to their own devices. Consequently
they are mostly nomadic. They travel
around endeavouring to obtain food with
which to sustain themselves. That being
so we can well imagine the plight of the
children of these people.

Adjacent to Kalgoorlie is a native mis-
sion run by some very good people, and
most of the money being provided by the
State Government. That mission has
looked after quite a number of children
and has done an excellent job with them.
It sends children to schools in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder where they mix with the
other children and are accepted by them.
They seem very happy. Some of them
appear to have more than average in-
telligence, because they do very well at
school.

The policy followed by the Native
Welfare Department is open to consid-
erable criticism. As I have stated, if the
natives do obtain employment at times,
it is only for a short period, after which
they are left to their own devices.
A number of these people have placed
their children at the mission so that they
can be looked after and be given the
necessary schooling. However, the de-
partment is following a policy of not
allowing the children of parents who work
occasionally to be taken into the mission.
As a matter of fact, the number of chi-
dren at the mission has been depleted
considerably because of the policy followed
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by the department, and apparently it is
a policy which is sanctioned by the Min-
ister.

Mr. Perkins; That is so.
Mr. MOIR: There is one particular case

concerning a part-native man, with a part-
nativd wife, who is engaged as a Govern-
'ment dog trapper. This 'man has eight
children, some of whom were being looke 'd
after at the mission. He travels many
miles into the bush in the course of his
employment-sometimes he is 70 or 80
wiles away from civilization-and his wife
travels with him. As I said, he had his
children at the mission.

Mr. Perkins: He also has a home in
-Coolgardie.

Mr. MOIR: Yes. I might say that this
man is a very worthy citisen. He has a
home at Coolgardie and he lives in the
way one would expect any decent citizen
to live. However, because of his occupa-
tion, he has to follow a nomadic type of
life. Although he has a home in Cool-
gardie to my knowledge' he has operated
60 miles north of Southern Cross, which
is a long way away from his home. He is
in the bush for considerable period's and
his wife does not like staying home on
her own in Coolgardie; that may be be-
cause there are other riktive people there
some of whom, in the eyes of this family,
may be of an undesirable character; or
maybe it is because the wife likes to be
with her husband on these bush trips.
Nevertheless, the wife goes out with the
husband and their children were being well
eared for and educated at the mission. But
the department ruled that that state of
affairs could no longer continue.

Mr. Perkins: It would if he liked to pay
for them; but we would not pay £2 5s. a
week for the children when he was earn-
ing a good wage.

Mr. MOIRI: I do not know about earn-
ing a good wage.

Mr. Perkins: About £25 a week.
[The Chairman of Committees (Mr.

Roberts) resumed the Chair.]

Mr. MOIR: Probably I had better read
a letter that I wrote to the member for
Eyre, in whose electorate this occurred,
because it sets out the circumstances of
the case. It also sets out the circum-
stances surrounding the treatment of
another "married couple by a departmen-
tal officer in Kalgoorlie. The letter is
dated the 4th March, 1960, addressed to
The Hon. fE! M. Nulsen, M.L.A., and
reads--

I have acquainted Mr. Sharpe with
the Minister for Native Welfare's de-
cision in the Dinier case. Mr. Sharpe
desires to know if the mission has the
legal right to retain these children at
their own expense, and wants to
know if you could ascertain this with-
out going through the Native Affairs

Department's channels. If the mis-
sion can legally retain these children
even against the wishes of the de-
partment they will do so in the-in-
terests of the children themselves,
although as Mr. Sharpe points out,
their funds are limited.

The mission, as a last resort, was pre-
pared to look after the children at its own
expense; but it was refused that permis-
sion. I think the Minister would find it
hard to*justify that attitude, especially as
the mission was prepared to maintain the
children at its own expense. The letter
Went on-

Mr. Sharpe-
'Mr. Sharpe was the superintendent of the
mission at that time-

-has informed me that Dimer has to
find £20 per month for payment on
his utility used in his work as a
dogger, besides petrol and oil, license
fee, and presumably insurance.

He also has commitments of £6 per
month being time payment instal-
ments for furniture, so that his finan-
vial position is not so good as it would
appear at first glance.

Although it might appear to the Minister
that this man is getting a reasonable wage,
he has heavy commitments; because one
does not travel hundreds of miles around
the country without incurring consider-
'able expenses. As regards the commit-
ment of £6 a month, I would like to say
that the native welfare officer in Kalgoor-
lie took this man to task because he had
bought a washing machine for his wife;
apparently it was considered that that was
rather extravagant when the man put his
position before the departmental officer.
The letter goes on-

The department's attitude to the
native people is hard to understand
in view of information given to me
by Mr. Sharpe.

He states that another native family
(father and mother full blood) were
refused permission by the local wel-
fare officer to place the mother's half
caste child at the mission, and in-
formed the husband that he had to
stand up to his obligations.

One wonders what his obligations
would be to the child of another man,
And a white man at that. Anyway, I
will leave it to you to find out If the
mission can legally maintain children
without the department's permission.

The latter case mentioned in the letter was
one concerning two full-bloods who were
married and the wife had a, half-caste
child. They worked intermittently on the
stations and had placed their child at the
mission in order that it could be looked
after. They were told to take the child
away from the mission, and when they
protested the native welfare officer said
to the husband, "You have an obligation
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to this child." As I said in the letter, I
wondered what obligation he had. They
were also informed that when they were
out in the bush they did not have to send
their children to school because if they
were over five miles away they were
exempt.

I think that is disgraceful treatment.
The member for Eyre replied to my letter
and enclosed with it a letter which was
written to him by the Minister on the
25th February, 1960. It reads-

I have further examined the case of
the Dirner children and I believe we
are only assisting this man and his
wife to evade their parental responsi-
bilities if we agree to subsidise their
children at the mission.

I propose to establish hostels at Cue
and Yalgoo, where natives employed
on stations or where no school is
available, can board children to en-
able them to attend school, but in
each case the native family will be
expected to contribute whatever they
can afford towards the board of the
child at the hostel.

In the flimer case, the family has
a home from where the children can
readily attend school and I think it
is time this man and his wife are made
to realise their parental responsibility.

I am having inquiries made to as-
certain if there are other cases where
there is a similar evasion of parental
responsibility.

I am anxious that where natives be-
come integrated in the white com-
munity that they assume the same re-
sponsibilities as other citizens-any
other course will, in my opinion, per-
petuate a mendicant attitude in our
natives as they come into closer con-
tact with the rest of the community.

One could agree with certain aspects of
that if these people were financially cap-
able of providing for their support; but
of course we have cases where they are
not capable of providing for their support;
and I would say, in the case of this Par-
ticular person, even though at the time he
was in permanent employment, the fact
that he had eight children to maintain,
and because of the circumstances of his
work and his domestic set-up it meant
that the children were far better off under
the care of the mission than they would
be by being dragged around the country
during the course of the father's employ-
ment.

Although the Minister maintains that
the department is not going to subsidise
people who evade their responsibilities, I
cannot understand why the department
should refuse the mission permission to
retain these children at its own expense.
as was done in other cases. Apparently
the mission operates under the Native
Welfare Department and that department

can say to it, "You are not to have children
at the mission. You have to get rid of
them" even though the mission is prepared
to maintain them at its own expense. I
think that is entirely wrong.

Those people have not the same outlook
as white people; and in the case of the
other couple I think it was a dreadful
decision that the child could not be cared
for at the mission. The superintendent
of the mission told me that they were pre-
Pared to look after that child, and main-
tain it at their own expense, even if the
department would not subsidise them; but
the department would not allow them to
do that.

I also understand that a number of
children are being taken away from the
mission-that Is, children who live there.
I do not know whether that is true or
not, but it has been stated around Kal-
goorlie by people who take an interest in
native affairs. It has been said that the
department has practically taken control
of the mission recently.

Mr. Perkins: That is not right.
Mr. MOfIR: That could be wrong, of

course; but I asked the question because I
was approached in Kalgoorlie over the
weekend about this matter, and I said
that I would find out about it. People in
the district who are interested in the
mission, and believe that it is doing a good
job, are rather concerned about the matter.
I would like to have the Minister's com-
ments on the aspect I mentioned previously
-that is: if the mission is prepared to
look after children at its own expense, does
the department refuse it permission?

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [12.44
am.]: When introducing the estimates
for the Native Welfare Department the
Minister did not give us much information,
other than to say that the estimate for
this year was an increase over that for
last year. Of course that occurs every
year; there is always a gradual increase.
But what I am concerned about is whether
the natives are getting any further benefits
out of this gradual increase in the depart-
mental estimate.

The Minister said that it was necessary
to increase the staff of the department by
virtue of the fact that the Commonwealth
Government had granted the natives social
service benefits. I have no objection to
the staff being increased, but it appears
to me that the department is well over-
staffed having regard for the amount of
work done. it is really a matter of too
much red tape, in lots of cases, the filling
in of forms, and so on. In some areas
there are more on the staff of the Native
Welfare Department than there are on
the staff of the Police Department in the
same district.

As I have said in this House previously,
I think the Department of Native Welfare
has outlived its usefulness; and I do not
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consider the department is any longer
necessary. It is high tine we abolished
it altogether, and set up a department
of social services, giving it authority and
the necessary power to deal with those
people who are in need, irrespective of
their colour or creed. The Department
of Native Welfare did cater for all aspects
of the natives. But for a number of
years it has delegated this responsibility
to other departments. The Health De-
partment catered for the health of the
native; the Education Department catered
for his education needs: whilst the missions
catered for his general welfare.

The Native Welfare Department has
reached the stage where it receives certain
grants from the Government and where
it says to the Department of Health, "We
will grant you so much." It then proceeds
to make available to the Education De-
partment a certain grant, as it does also
to the missions. So in reality the Native
Welfare Department seems to be there
solely for the purpose of making these
allocations. Accordingly I cannot see why
we do not take a progressive step and
completely abolish this department with
a view to setting up another one-call it
what you like-which will cater for the
people's needs, as I have said, irrespective
of their colour or creed. It is a stigma
on the people in these times to have a
department like this operating in this
State. As a Parliament, we have passed
laws preventing natives from doing cer-
tain things. They were born citizens of
Australia, and yet by the action of Par-
liament we have brought them under the
Native Welfare Act.

Something should be done to alter the
position. I have advocated this since I
have been in this House; and I will con-
tinue to do so as long as I remain here.
We find that the native children are being
educated with the white children, but yet
they remain natives within the meaning
of the Act. What is the use of educating
them, if we are going to turn them back
in their thinking? It does not provide
them with a scintilla of progress.,

I am very pleased to see there has been
an increase of £32,063 in the vote of this
department; but what I want to know is:
Are the natives deriving any benefit from
this increase? I would be very pleased if
they were; but I cannot see how it is
possible. As a result of questions I asked
on the 10th August. 1960, in regard to
administrative costs, I was informed that
the salaries amounted to £80.396 and con-
tingencies amounted to £32,316, making a
total of £112,712. To my mind that is a
considerable amount for the service which
the department is providing for the
natives.

I cannot praise the work of the missions
too highly; irrespective of their religious
denominations. They certainly do a re-
markable job. On the 16th February of

[tall

this year I wrote to the Premier in answer
to a letter I received from the Acting
Premier. My letter read as follows:-

I wish to express my disappointment
with a letter received from the Hon.
A. F. Watts, M.J.A., Acting Premier,
wherein a request for a grant-in-aid
from the Mother Superior of the Sis-
ters of St. John of God, Broome, was
refused.

This refusal means that the good
work these Sisters are doing in Broome
will be most seriously retarded be-
cause of lack of accommodation for
native girls.

I received a reply that the honourable the
Minister for Native Welfare would be visit-
ing Broome in the reasonably near future.
I do not want the Minster to get on to his
old lament and refer to the pairs situation,
The Minister knows full well that he could
visit Broome over the weekend, because
there Is a very good plane service there and
back. So he is not tied down. He has no
excuse whatever; but every time he is
asked to visit the area he gives us his old
lament that he is not able to do so because
he is not ranted a. pair. There is a plane
service there and hack on Friday, Satur-
day, Sunday, and Monday. The Minister's
lament might go down with the electors
of Roe, but it certainly will, not carry
weight with those in my electorate.

Mr. Perkins: Don't you think we should
look after our own electorates?

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roberts): Order!
This vote is not on pairs.

Mr. RHAflOAN Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man; I am glad to have your support. In
answer to a question I asked, the Minister
said he was unable to visit Halls Creek
until May, because of the wet season. I
know the Minister is a full bottle on most
things, but I did not know he was a full
battle on when the wet season commences
and finishes.

Mr. Perkins: I was guessing at that.
Mr. RH-IAflOAN:, The Minister said he

would not be able to visit the area till
May. I trust the Minister will look Into
this matter of accommodation for the
native girls at B~roome. I would now like
to refer to an article which appeared in
the Daily News of the 28th July, 1959,
and which was headed "Rights Differ". It
reads as follows:-

When is an aboriginal or halfcaste
citizen not a citizen?

Answer:. When he crosses the border
Into W.A., S.A. or Queensland.

This anomalous position in Federal
and State laws on aborigines and col-
oured people is to be discussed by
Federal and State authorities soon,
according to Territories Minister Has-
luck.

3115



3116 [ASSEMBLY.]

All part-aboriginal people in the
territory have full citizenship rights.

But when they cross a State border
same of their rights disappear.

We had this happening in Wyndham, par-
ticularly during the meatworks season. We
had the position of half-caste drovers who
were in charge of 500 to 700 head of cattle
taking them for slaughter to the Wyndham
Meatworks at times having white men
working under them. On arrival at Wynd-
ham they were not permitted to go to the
hotel to have a drink if they wanted one.
Yet we find that in Darwin they are per-
mitted to do so. It is high time the
authorities got together with a view to
framing some law which would be univer-
sal in this respect.

Mr. Watts: How did Namatjira get into
such trouble in the territory?

Mr. RHAflGAN: I would say that his
death was caused by all the publicity he
received, and the way he was feted by
well-meaning people. The only other
question with which I wish to deal at this
early hour is in connection with the police
quarters at Derby. I have here a letter
from the Minister for Police which reads-

With reference to your letter of the
17th February, police reports indicate
that facilities for the police at Derby
leave a lot to be desired, but I do not
have a. full report from the Public
Works Department yet.

I hope to visit the Kimberleys be-
fore long -

He did not say anything about pairs
here-

and make a detailed inspection of the
facilities within the Departments
under mny control and I will, of course,
have a. good look at the Derby Police
Station.

This will make everyone laugh-
Since taking ministerial office I have

been shocked by the dilapidated con-
dition of so. many public buildings, but
you will have noted that this Govern-
ment is taking active steps to improve
the position.

This will also make members laugh-
However, it will be unreasonable to

expect us to' correct in a year or so
the deterioration which has taken
place over a number of years and
which, of course, we accept no re-
sponsibility for.

Mr. Perkins: That is right.

Mr. RHAflOAN: it shows the Minister's
ignorance of my electorate. This refers
to Derby. I will have the Minister know
that the Hawke Government spent over
£100,000 on the Derby hospital; over
£40,000 on a new school; and over £20,000
on a technical school and a courthouse. It
provided two hostels to cater f or coloured
children and provided more than £25,000
to each of the two religious denominations

in question. It provided 40 houses for
Government employees, State renta]
homes, and offices for the State Shipping
Service, the P.W.D., the Harbour and Light
Department, and the Native Welfare De-
partment. The only thing left to be
done is to provide quarters for the police.
Yet the Minister writes a letter like this
That sort of thing might go down in ROE
but It will not go down in Derby. TherE
is a good plane service to Derby, and the
Minister could go there at the week end
and have a look.

The only other matter about which I
wish to speak is transport. I am disap-
pointed that the grant in connection wit
the perishable air subsidy has been de-
creased and it now goes towards assist-
ing the residents in Meekatharra with
regard to the transport of perishables by
train. Whilst I would not wish to take
anything away from the people of Meeka-
tharra, I think an additional amount
could be found to provide an all-the-year-
round subsidy to Yampi Sound.

Mr. Court: The subsidy is not reduced
in your area.

Mr. RHATIGAN: It is, according to the
estimates.

Mr. Court: Not for the Kimberleys. The
amount over-all is increased when you take
into account what will be done for Wit-
tenoom.

Mr. RHATIGAN: I1 think the people at
Yamnpi Sound are entitled to an all-the-
year-round subsidy to ensure that the
women and children get fresh fruit, be-
cause there is no storage capacity in Derby
to hold it. I1 would be grateful if the Min-
ister would go into that matter.

Mr. Court: Do you know what reason my
predecessor gave for not giving the sub-
sidy?

Mr. RHIATIGAN: That does not excuse
the situation at all.

Mr. Court: I gave exactly the same
reason; and it was a good one.

Mr. RHATIGAN: Why decry the pre-
vious Government? Two wrongs do not
make a right; and I think the people at
Yampi Sound are entitled to an all-the-
year-round subsidy. I trust the Minister
for the North-West will lend his support
to the Minister for Transport and to the
Treasurer so as to achieve this important
concession for the residents of Yampi.

MR. PERKINS (Roe-Minister for
Transport, Police, Labour, and Native wel-
fare,--in reply) 112.55 a.m.l: At this hour
of the morning I do not think members
would wish mue to reply in detail to all
the Points that have been raised. I pro-
Pose to reply to only one or two. In regard
to the Native Welfare Department, there
has been an increase in the staff. I
thought I made it clear at the time when
the Commonwealth Government made
available social services to natives that it
would be necessary to supervise these pay-
ments; otherwise, they would he largely
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wasted. It would be undesirable to let in-
terested people supervise the spending of
that money; and it was necessary to em-
ploy additional officers in the department
for that purpose. Those officers also
carry out the ordinary work of the depart-
ment.

I think the member for Kimberley is
somewhat unreasonable in his approach
to this question, because I am sure that
if Western Australia did not employ such
welfare officers there would certainly be
an outcry from other parts of Australia
against the State for not carrying on this
social work. One could talk at great
length on the work of the Native Welfare
Department. I know there are many diffi-
culties, particularly in the Eastern Gold-
fields. I propose to visit that area in the
very near future to see if the situation
can be improved. It is probably the most
difficult area in the whole of the State
because a great many natives come in
from the outer areas and congregate
around Kcalgoorlie. I am very anxious to
discuss the problem with the members con-
cerned.

The other question, raised by the mem-
ber for Boulder, concerns the mission at
Kurrawang. I would emphasise that it is
the considered policy of the department
under this Government that natives should
be encouraged to look after their own
children. If integration Into our community
means anything at all, the natives with
families must be brought up to our Stan-
dard of living. Surely the first principle
of our way of life is that families should
grow up as family units and parents should
be encouraged to care for their own child-
ren.

I know there are exceptions in cases
where the homes have been broken and
the children have been left as waifs and
strays; and in cases such as those it is
necessary that the missions be encouraged
to care for the children. However, where
families can live as family units it seems
desirable that we should step up the Pro-
viding of housing-particularly the type
of housing that will enable these families
to live as family units.

The other point raised was the new road
transport service to Wittenoom. I am
rather surprised that the member for Pil-
bara is not more conversant with what
is going on up there. As Minister, I have
worked closely with the local authority
there and also with the Australian Blue
Asbestos Company. Wittenoom is very
largely an Australian blue asbestos town,
and I can assure the member for Pilbara
that the action taken has had the bless-
ing of the local authority and the major
company in that particular area.

As the member for Pilbara stated, a
service has been running there for about
12 months. The gentleman who is run-
ning that service asked me for permission

to start it. I think there was some ob-
jection from the Railways Department
about the small effect it would have on the
Meekatharra railway revenue. However,
permission was given because of the isola-
tion of the area. The service has been
on" an experimental basis and the road
service was by no means a regular one.
However, the ordinary air subsidy operated
in addition to the road service.

Reports available to me seem to indi-
cate that it was difficult to maintain a
regular schedule. I have no doubt that
the person concerned had to overcome
many difficulties to set up this service:
but when the position became sufficiently
stabilised to make it possible for a regu-
lar transport service to be licensed to
Wittenoom the air subsidy was withdrawn-
At that stage Public tenders were
called to give any person interested an
opportunity to tender for the service-
That is the policy of the Transport Board
and I do not believe that members would
have it otherwise. Whenever the need for
a service to an area becomes sufficiently
clear, appropriate plans and speefficatlona;
are drawn up and tenders called.

There was a great deal of interest shownr,
almost 100 copies of the specifications hav-
ing been sent out. About seven or 10 firm
tenders were received, and it so happened
that the particular gentleman who was
running the service tendered a much higher
price than did the successful tenderer. As
a matter of fact the rates of the successful
tenderer were so low that I had some mis'
givings about its ability to maintain the
service at the rates quoted. However, a6
careful check has been made by the board,
and there seems no doubt about the suit-
ability of the contractor-the North-West
Transport Co.

This company has been operating in the
north-west for many years and is very
experienced. From all indications, it will
provide a very good service to Wyndham.
The company is certainly not going into
the service with its eyes closed, The rates
Quoted are very competitive Indeed. Dairy,
produce under refrigeration will be de-
livered into Wittenoom for about £16 a
ton; other loading will be delivered for
£15 a ton; and back-loading for £12 a ton.
There may even be a cut on that figure.

The position is that the air freight on
perishables from Perth to Wittenoiom. is
Is. 10d. a lb., of which amount the Gov-
ernment pays 10d., and the consumers is.
From memory, I would say this has been
costing the Government round about £6,000
or £7,000 a Year. Under this road service
to Wittenoom, perishables will be delivered
for about lid, a lb.

Mr. Bickerton: What will the consumer
pay for the goods? Have you any idea?

Mr. PERKINS: The consumer can order
the goods from Perth. Provision has been
made in the contracts for the service to be
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a public carrier. If anyone in Wittenoomn
desires to order goods from the markets
down here, they will be delivered the same
as they would be by rail or other public
transport.

Mr. Bickerton: Ini that case why take
the subsidy off?

Mr. PERKINS: There is no sense in
having two parallel services operating
there. I have made the public statement
that if the road becomes impassable for
any reason, the air subsidy will be im-
mediately available in order to serve Wit-
tenoom. Therefore, I do not think the
people of the north need have any mis-
givings on that score.

During the floods last year many diffi-
culties arose in outback areas, but there
was no point in the outer districts of the
State, so far as I know, which was not
served. I can remember that we arranged
for a plane to go from Perth to Wiluna
And the Government paid the difference
between the air freight and what would
have been paid for normal transport.

Mr. Bickerton: Would you not consider
leaving the service as it is for a period
of six months or so as an experiment?

Mr. PERKINS: I cannot see the need
for two services. It does not make sense
to me. The member for Pilbara will find
that Wittenoom is very well satisfied with
the provision which has been made. If
not, I would be very interested to bear
about it.

Mr. Bickerton: The road board is not
very happy about it.

Mr. PERKINS: There were a number of
other points raised, but I do not think
members would like me to go into a lot
of detail at this late bout. However, I will
discuss the points from time to time.

Votes put and Passed.
Progress reported, and leave granted to

sit again.

BROKEN HILL PROPRIETARY
COMPANY'S INTEGRATED STEEL

WORKS AGREEMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier): I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11 a.m. today (Thursday).

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.12 a.m.
(Thursday)

Thursday, the 24th November, 1960
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